2. 


» * 0 0 R * s 5 5 
9 


0 . 8 * Oo 1 1 $, *. 


1 * 1 


* 


ORIENTAL, AND oTHER EMPIRES | 


FF 


MT 


2 — 


arkie pen 0h, + ad: AMERICA, 


{ 


\ ALY", 


| ys Ingen. «+ 46 72 
FEST ow tb > - , | is talem terris averrite peſlem. | 
2 = Vn. 1 
Dit thealovica-political Reſearch is calculated for an 
I.ntroduction and Key to MonTEsqQuIeU's Spirit” 
1 of Laws, as the author declares in his laſt ſettion. 
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a8 the, ſovereign arbiters of the fate 
che people over whom they reign ; ane 
| their ſu biefls as flaves devoted from the moment 
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* deplorable als. If we take a review 
of the hiſtories and accounts of Aſia, we ſhall be 
amazed to find, that for ſo mai  ficceeding Ages 


no other law hath been known in theſe climates 
but the will of their monarchs, who have been 


always revered as viſible gods; and before whom 
the reſt of the earth, in proſtrate ſilence, was to 


ſhrink into annihilation. Even in our times tra- 
vellers are often ſpectators of barbarous and tragic 
ſcenes, the conſtant effect of a ſhocking and 


deteſtable conſtitution, where one makes the whole ; 
and the whole is young, 


Ir is in PR diſtreſsful regions that man, bs - 


ſtitute of will, is ſeen to kiſs his chains ; there, 


without any certainty as to fortune or property, 1 


he adores his tyrant; and without any knowledge 


of humanity or reaſon, is reduced to have no 
other virtue but fear; and what is ſtill a greater 
"cauſe for us to be ſurprized at, and to reflect 
upon, is, that men there carry ſervitude to ſuch 


A degree of heroiſm as to be indifferent about their 


own exiſtence, and often to bleſs with. a religious : 
imbecility the ſavage capriciouſneſs that deprives 
them of lite ; ; the ſole article they, doubtleſs, ſhould 
freely poſieſs 3 ; but which, according. to the love- | 


reign! 's 


4 
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reign” $ law, i 1 18 e 10 bim alone th diſpoſe 
M13 0 MOPLANY vi0galant af 
of at his BE. | 


a 7; „bis vice; Red n 


- 


"Pax" more one n elle cted o on gs Teal 122 that 
characteriſe the Aſiatic monarchs and their ſub- 
| jects, the more intenſe becomes the deſire "that 
Wag excited of inveſtigating how the human 140 
born free, enamoured with, and jealous in the 
extreme of their natural * eſpecially i in the 
primitiye ages, could dwindle i into a total oblivion 
of their rights, their privileges, and loſe that pre- 
cious property which ratifies the worth of exiſt- 
ence. In effect, what motives, what events have 
been Wle either to fuddue. or to induet mien, en- 
dowed Wich reaſon, to render themſebves the mute 
instruments, and inſenſt ble objects, of the capri- 
civuſneſs\ By an individbal, their equal; 2 being no 
better than "themſelves? hene happened it, 


in climate ſuch as that of Aſia, where religion 


hath alwiys had lo great an influence' over the 
minds or men'? Whetice happened, 1 Tay, that 

there the hüman ſpecies, by an ani agree 
ment, Mould rege thi moſt beautiful, the moſt 
powerful, and the moſt valuable gift Feceived ffom 
nature, and ſhould renbunce the digniry which 

| they had — dom their zun nn 
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Tas ſtrange diſpe 


on in Aftatic minds, and 


this miſerable condition * "of the fineſt , part of the 


world, hath extremely affected, in all times, phi-. | 


loſophers, hiſtorians, and travellers ; there are but 
few of them who have not endeavoured.t to account 


£©Y % © a. % 


ig ſome manner for it, and to trace it . to ĩts 


1 


fource, whether in the moral or the phyſical 


cauſes of the climate; dot g greater number have 


3 made reſearches i in thejr imagination only, 1 unfur- 


niſhed with the knowledge. requiſite 1 to. Ne and 


unfold ſo difficult and fo intereſting 7 Fn "5 


% 32 


* 


* ar; eee i 
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"So were of opinion, that, in order to come 
* the primitive cauſes of, this de on of hu- 
Mal gatute, it was Ern: 
barbaraus ages when man Mi 
timid; ſubmitted themſelyes to o the firopger.; +: ſome 
firſt through choices and others afterwards, through 
lere, They who adopted this opinion. Wear 


ing ſygþ ſavage ſtate of life, ſuch 2 „ 
Vas ths. lg likely to take place; hecauſe in ſuch | 
an age the value of liberty ought, to have been 


more known,. and detter felt, as it was then the 


d; how then could they 
ſuffer themſelves . to be deſpoiled thereof? It is 


now the only treaſure in, , America ; ; and who 


| | . | would | 


9 y 
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would take upon bimſelf to deny, that the love 
t which the Americans have for it, is not the reaſon 


to be aſſigned why. the European thunders, which, 


although they had terrified, have: notwithſtanding. 
never been able to ſubdue them. The only flaves 
that have been known in- that extenſiye territory / 
were the natives of Petu and Me ico, whom they 
found ready made to their hands, as thee Indians 
were not freemen, even at the time ae 
ee arrived a de, ene 


"Ir i is, therefore, equally pr to ke eg * 


to ex perience, to aſſert, that ſavage nations could 
in. ſuch a condition, or for any motiye whatſoever, 


ſubmit themſelves voluntarily to ns. It is alſo 
much leſs probable, that this kind of government 

could be eftabliſhed among ſuch a people by force. 
For, by what means, with what arms, can, a man 

be ſubjected, who enjoys the liberty of running 
away, who is accuſtomed to wander from place to 
place, and having but his freedom to preſerve, 
can do it with ſo much eaſe ?” In vain deft thou 
purſue the Sqthians, ſaid their embaſſador to the 
greateſt conqueror of the world 3. J defy - thee to 
overtake them : their. Are will be wy nimbler 


than thy eee yell e e ian 
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© \Ornzxs have laboured to fx the Origin of Def. 


 Potiſm, and its eſtabliſhment amongſb the rational 


and givilized nations; which ſome enterpriſing per- 


Jons, too fucceſsfully ambitious, had ſubdued by 
violent means, that have ſince continued and have 


al 1 | \'fapno! : 


by terrour, that muſt have 


* p * 


Sven birth to flavery, or at leaſt have prepared the 


Yoke, and the people's being habitilated therets. . | 
Hiſtory ſeertis inclinable to this fyſtem ; but if fone 
affinity be fond between the events happened fince 
this cruel form of government had made its ap- 
pearance, and hath extended its limits, it can, 
however, be deemed nothing more than a falſe 
confecture Thould an effort be made to apply it to 
e Deſpotiſm. The firſt man who attempt- 5 
ted to ſubdue his equals, muſt, as well among the 

civilized, as the barbarous nations, have provoked | 
the reſiftance of others againſt him, Before a con- 
queſt could be, he muſt have raiſed an army, whoſe 


wo . 
"> 


= Doe government among the feſt had the 5 


| human race hath alſo been looked upon by many z 
| politicians as the original ſource of Deſpotiſm. "A . 
father, the head of his family, was, in their 
ſenſe, its kigg” and Deſpot, in proportion as 
the family extended _— and that its branches 


— multiplied 5 


* 
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multiplied around the throne, began to-form'a au 
mean people. 93 But, Were it as certain. as it is * 


the reverſe, that the power of father: 
ages, was an abſolute power over - their children; 
the children, when become in their turn the beads 
of families, muſt, doubtleſs, have enjoyed the ſame, 


right which their common father had ; to wit, of. 0 
preſiding each in their reſpective habitations. By | 


thus admitting the paternal, power. as the fountain 


of primitive authorities, ſo far from being able to 


diſcover thence iſſuing the great empires, and po- 
pulous ſocieties, governed by one and the ſame 


will, nothing elſe can be ſeen. but. 4 multitude. © 


of little centers and circles, detached one from 


the other, each ſeparately — 5 


| as but not by the law of the n 


2 * ay 2 * 9 
S595 


4 


1 is true, * it common en muſt 
have produced ſome connections, ſomething rela- 
tive amongſt them. I ſhould be very apt to think 
that it is to this relationſhip, certain Ariſtocracies 
in the ſequel of time were indebted for their ori- 
gin. The paternal power growing compounded, 
and, as it were, dependant on ſociety, by the 
progreflive encreaſe of families, muſt neceſſarily 
have given riſe to it: but I do not deſcry therein 


the ſource of unlimited and arbitrary power. | Be- 


**. 22 n — 


in the firſt 


: ſides, how could paternal authority, that acknow- 


merſed in indolence and thraldom : it appeared 


effects ſo zen) and ſucceſſive. The uniformity 


_ diſtant parts of the world, ſeeming to confirm this 


Atruo' experience, and a multitude of : faQs, 


tional to look upon the nature of the ground, or 
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ledges the” 


* of nature, have been inſtrumental. 


. we en them? 


Maar have Hkewiſe Woche fo che ſetrer mY 


nt, in the natural diſpoſition which | 
people ſeem: to receive from their climate, chat 
qualifies them more or leſs to know the value of 
their exiſtence, and to be more or leſs ſenſible of 
their owh intereſt. Hiftory exhibits Europe to us 
always brave, ever jealous of her liberty. She, on 
the contrary, ſheweth Aſia to us at all times im- 


thence” not unnatural to attribute to the climate, 


Ec er of thoſe differing nations, that 
have ſucceeded each other from age to age, in two 


idea, induced enquirers to think that the climate 
of the one produced eemen, and that the climate 
** 8633 eg U birth m_—_ but to 


this opinion, it would, however, be far from ra- 


* 
3 
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the temperature of Aſia, as the only cauſe of the 
ſlavery which now preyails, and ever has prevailed 

there. That would be aſcribing all to phyſical, to 
the diſadvantage of a multitude of moral and po- 
litical cauſes which may have concurred: that 
would be aſcribing to one ſpring, which we pre- 
tend to know, all the effects of a machine which 
may, and ought to have, ſeveral other ſprings, 
that, through n have N 3 | 
our obſervation. | 1 


> Wedneen may be the power of climates upon 
ttzhe different inhabitants of this earth, we may de 

certain, for inſtance, that there is no phyſical in- 
fluence which can extinguiſh in man his natural 
perception, in regard to his own immediate inte- 
reſt, unleſs education, and prejudice co-operate, by 
impoſing on him, from his infancy; falſe princi- 


ples in regard to his real happineſs and the true 


duties of life. Every object impreſſes on the mind 

of a young Aſiatic that he is a flave, and ought to 
be ſo: the European learns, from every thing A= 

xound him, that he is a rational being : the Ame- 
rican my and: feels that 51 is 1 free 1 * 

Tuns doubtleſs, is the great 4 darth prin- 
n which ſeconds the influence of A and 
C = 
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is the true cauſe of that diverſity in the cuſtoms of 


life, the manner of thinking, and the forms of go- 
vernment-in all the different nations. Let us change 


theirprinciples, then we may reſt aſſured, that, in- 
— dependent of any virtue, or of any influence of the 
. we ſnould, in conſequence, fee liberty in 


Aſia; reaſon in America, and ſlavery in Europe. 


The difficulties that we ſhould have to encounter, 


in attempting to bring about ſuch a change, would, 
in all likelihood, be in proportion to the energy of 


the phyſical influence of each place; wherefore it 


would demand more or leſs trouble, and more or 
leſs time, according to the climate; but, in the 
end, education would certainly triumph over all 


_ Asia can furniſh, us with a proof for das at I have 
advanced on the inſufſiciency of the influence of 


climates, when ſaid influence is not combined with 
the prejudices of men. That part of the world is 
too vaſt and too extenſive to have eyery where the 
ſame heaven, the ſame zone, and the ſame tempe- 


rature; yet no particular modification is to be ob- 
ſerved i in the prejudices which prevail throughout; 
for notwithſtanding the diverſity of ground, ſome 
ſecret power bends the Aſiatics every where to ſub- 
mit to one and the ſame law. The north and the 


ſouth, 
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ſouth, the eaſt and the weſt of theſe ne- 
gions, crouch under deſpotic ſway, and are ſtrangers 
to any other law but the will of their ſovereign. 
Wherefore there muſt neceſſarily be countries in 
Aſia where deſpotiſm owes nothing to the climate 
in which it prevails, therefore ſtands indebted for 
all to cuſtom and the prejudiced notions of its born 


|  flaves. America might alſo produce ſimilar objec- 


tions to political naturaliſts; ſhe contained two 
great deſpotic ſtates, ſurrounded by free and wan- 
dering nations. The fame can be faid of Africa, 
where may be ſeen an odd mixture of people, ſub- 
jected to great and little deſpotic princes ; and bar- 
barous W *— her deſarts. 


iGo SHALL not his adenine nina 
tended influences of heaven and earth, a/multitude 
of other reflexions, which ſound philoſophy: and 
natural ſenſe are capable of ſuggeſting to all men 
of enquiry; the reſult whereof muſt always be, that 
the ſtate of nations and their different governments 
are eſientially dependent on their prejudices. Let 
us no longer dwell upon ſyſtems falſe in them- 
felves, or at leaſt unfatisfactory. Let us abandon 


reſearches, that have proved hitherto uſeleſs ;"and 


1 — WS ene 
. KOI? 0 litical 
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litical chimeras to explain the errours * Re * 
of which e e is one. = 


BCT LON U. 


The method to be furſued. to come at the true ſeurce of 
Hs Deſpotiſm. © mL 
Drerorrs M is an errour, * con- 


tinuance of the errours of the human ſpecies; 
wherefore it is neither by the phyſical influence of 
each place, nor by the aſſiſtance of any philoſo- 
phical ſyſtem, that we muſt reſearch for its ſource 
in order to ſhew it to mankind: for their inſtruc- 
tion. It is to fats we mult have recourſe ; it is 
upon them we muſt found our proofs which alſo 
_ ought to be facts. The objects of our ſtudy ſhould 
be to enter into the details, into the uſages and al! 
collect, confront, and endeavour to conciliate them 
one with the other, as well as with the great chain 
of human errours, in order to know the true ſpi- 
rit of them, and conſequently to attain the indiſpu- 
table points of view, which thoſe uſages and cuſtoms 
primitively looked towards. It is by purſuing 
fuch a method, aſſiſted with all the knowledge I 
| have! laboured to acquire in the hiſtory of nature, 
* %% Th 
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that I thiak I have at laſt been enabled to difcdver | 
the true Origin of Deſpotiſm; Which appears to 
me to have eſtabliſhed itſelf upon earth, neither 
tarough conſent nor by force : and in the very 


beginning was but the dire effect, and almoſt na- 


tural conſequence, of that kind of government 
which men had forged for themſelves in very re- 
mote ages, when they took for model the govern» 
ment of the univerſe, as it is reigned over by the 
ſupreme Being; magnificent, but fatal project 
which has plunged all the nations into idolatry and 
thraldom, becauſe a. multitude of ſuppoſitions, 
that were then expedient to be made, have been 
ſince adopted as certain ptinciples; and that man- 
kind, then loſing fight of what ought to have been 
the true principles of their conduct here below, 
went in queſt of ſupernatural ones; which, nat 
being fitted for this ue 2 only deceived but 

nenn lault K. 5 
: V 
Yo Baron we enter into the ume which led 
me to this diſcovery, it will be neceſſary to unfold 
the circumſtances that induced human ſocieties to 
conceive ſo elevated and ſo ſublime an idea. We 
ſhall afterwards examine what was this kind of 
government, which they had choſen and eſtabliſſi- 
ed: we will make our reſearches after it in hiſtory, 
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obſerve a luxuriancy of unexpected information, 
flowing from this enquiry, by which we ſhall be 
inſtructed how this primitive point of view, ſo 
beautiful and ſo worthy of rational beings, was 


changed into a defart, replete with horrour and 


miſery : we ſhall come at a knowledge of thoſe 
evils, derived from a plan whoſe ſole object was 
the welfare of mankind ; and we fhall finally dif 


cover how man has been debafed and degraded, by 


| the conſequences of à principle that once had, 
— = gy round hu. 


— 


Tus Stick and fatal alliance which 1 found 


Gabliting between idolatry and Deſpotiſm, will in- 
creaſe the abhorrence this kind of government muſt 


Excite in us; it will alſo oblige us to enquire into 


the origin thereof, becauſe that is an eſirntial part 
of its hiſtory. I ſhall not enumerate here the dif- 
ferent ſyſtems imagined beck by ancients and mo- 
derns, on the origin of this irrational yorthip of 
our -- fore-fathers. - I will fteer a new courſe to- 
wards idolatry, as well as towards Deſpotiſm, and 


ede eee 2 eee mange mg] 
N 1 ** 1 5 


IJ am determined to reach the ſprings whence they 


and as we ſtudy its cuſtoms and uſages, we ſhall 
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theſis, conjectures, or prejudices. of thaks * 
— n me nen — be 


"bis 7 (RAE: IAG 1 
ity (Fw ill bs impradticabl for ans u. mes 
important anecdotes: of the human mind, without 
preſentiug to it at the ſame time the picture of ie 
errours, which echibits a perſpective truly hum 


= bling in itſelf, and dangerous by its conſequeneest 


It, however, there be ſome danger in doing this, 
it can only be in the manner: of gwing about ie 


grade him, but to make him bitter and unavailing 
roproaches; but to accompliſh the total privation 
of the remaining ſmall confidence he has in His 
exn reaſon; and which has been CI 
much W _ ge ab pe 0p obeat 
8 

a ee no Aout, * nme. hs 
man, with a philoſophic auſterity, and a W 
_ thropy hoſtile to ſociety, all the errours uf his ſes 
dies ʒ it would be the way to lead him 0 dhe 
and reduce iim to the level of brutes. But that - 
is not at. all the object of the now beneſioent and 
enlightened philoſophy, which is the pride of out 
age, and vhoſe ſpirit I mean to follow: fory be. 


£ neat e een ſooner or later; for all errours 
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ne end to truth, me knows how to chuſe a age 
medium between the falſe ſublime of ſuperſtition, 
pretending to raiſe man above his ſphere, and 
glooniy-minded: ſavage ſtoiciſm; which, although | 

ſuch : becauſe it is equally capable of leading man 


_ ——— him only a knows 


a dalculated to make him conceive wrong no- 
—— of: his condition, and of his 
. 
ö nien e, e 2 d. Gln ove vide | 
Soup philoſophy ſteers clear of all theſe dan» 
gers; ſhe brings man home to: himſelf, and ad- 
miniſters comſort to him for all his errours. When 
| ſhe informs the inhabitants of this planet, that 


they have been deceived, it is not in order to per- 


ſuade them that they labour under a privation of 


reaſon, or that they ought to fear ſuch a diſaſter ; 


nd; it is to make them reflect that they have not 
always made a proper uſe thereof. This admoni- 
tion carries always its inſtruction along with it; 


for, upon whatever part of their uſages or of their 


2 nec ot it ſufficeth to recall 
nan mind to reaſon, to make 


prove noxious to it. This ſame admonition after- | 
28 2 | 1 ſtruction | 


LES | 
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ſtruction it implies is not leſs fp, for reaſon; natu- 
rally the friend of truth, and for which ſhe hath 
1 an ane never 
be effaced, nartr 4 | 


1 — — 
point of view that true philofophy HegleRs not d 
point out te mankind, even in the picture of their 
eue; which is, that all falſe opinions, all pre- 
judices; all corrupted uſages, have, in their ofigin, 
been founded on ſome great truth, and often upon 
principles that do honour to humanity: whence it 
follows, that an hiſtorical- narrative of thoſe” er- 
rours becomes their moſt ſtriking proof and therive 
is the courage of maii' raiſed up anew.” He feels, 
re-infuſed into him, that proper eonſidenee in his 
reaſon, which he was very near renouncing. He 
learns, that his fallen ſtate is fot 6wing to any 
abuſe he has made of his reaſon," or to his pride; 
but that it is due to his having ceaſed to rake uſe 
of his reaſon, and not having held it in the eſteem 
he ought. He acknowledges; that if be has fallen 
into all ſorts of errours, it's not becauſe his na- 
ture has degenerated, and been infected with a 
pretended corruption, but becauſe” he has paid 
too great a reſpe& to the inſtitutes of his fore- 
2 Ay without * diſtruſt againſt 


time, 


I 4 1 ; 4 
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time, which corrugts the beſt things: becauſe he 
has not perceived the alterations by which they 
have been inſenſihly vitlated: becauſe he has con- 


tinued blindly reſpectful of them, by ceaſing to 


think and reflect for himſelf: and finally, becauſe 
he has imagined that he always followed the laws 
and the cuſtoms of his anceſtors, when Nabe follow- 
od but the ſpetr and aueh of hen. 


of 4 IK 4.4 


"In; is * placing wy — wm $6 of view 


ina juſt light, that we ſhall avoid any danger there | 


might be in exhibiting to mankind an; hiſtorical 
picture of their errours. By thus reminding them 
of their reaſon, they will be rendered better and 
happier: by deſtroying a multitude. of falſe prin- 


men too high, ſometimes fink them beneath them- 
ſelves; they will be delivered from the uncertainty 


of theit ſtate, , and be brought back to a true 


—— of their ee and their urs, F 


514 4 3 


| n which * 8 which L 3 
ne nature prompts, and reaſon dictates ſo to 
do, one day turn to advantage the conſolatory 

inſtructions which this work may appear capable 

of communicating. To mankind J dedicate this 

OE: rather on. to my compatriots ar 


lehr- 


. ? 
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Amen eti hren whoſe weakneſs. to ſpare- 1 lod 4 
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The. enki of nature in remate ata are the 
- 202 lame e . errourr. 
| W E bee every 2 fa 05 of has facility, 
with which man reſtored. to a tranquil 
ſituation, loſes all remembrance of the hardſhips 
which he had ſuffered ; and of the eagerneſs with 
which helabours to make himſelf amends for his for- | 
mer miſery, We may often remark, that a ray of 
joy and content is ſufficient to ſuſpend our anguith, 
which we then incline to believe to be nothing 
more than a diſagreeable dreami- The like hath 
happened to the human kind. For, after having 
been almoſt totally exterminated by the priſtine re- 
volution of nature, they forgot all; and they no 
ſooner found themſelves reſtored «to à tranquil 
ſlate, than their thoughts were all gat on 
nn a ee 28 had ſuffered. | 
ai: ils bend airy aw 

——— anviquiry ng ſeen deplorable times, 
* the order of nature, convulſed and over- 
55 „ thrown, 


* 
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thrown, - plunged. all boings. on on globe into. 
numberleſs calamities, The world was deprived | 


of its light, the courſe of the ſun and planets was To 


altered; the now inhabited continents exhibited 
moving ſcenes; whereon. copflagratians, deluges, 
earthquakes, and darkneſs, prevailed; where- 
an rivers, floods, ſeas, ſometimes by their irre+ 
ſiſtibly overfiowing, and ſometimes bx their ma- 
lignantly drying up, produced a thouſand ſuc- | 
oeſſtve ills, with which the . . 


ane een 


- Erigns bare ene bn eee 
' binſelfi as the oled of the hatred and vengeance. 
of. ixxitated. nature. There was an end of all fo. 
ciety, mankind. being obliged. to wander, as chance g 
direited, upon the ruins of the world, and as dri- 
ven. by-thoſe. plagues. thes formed to perſecute him, 
being then deſtitute of ſuccours,. of ſubſiſtence, and 
of:comfort; if wretched mortaly then retired: to 
the mountains, the crumbling mountains. funk 
ftam under their ſeet ; if they were fugitives up- 
on. the, plains, the waters haſtened to-oyertake and 
drown them, IF did in dens and. caverns, they 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


dering, thus ever, ſeeking. new: elimates and new 
ont 9 — 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


were therein buried alive: in fine, thus ever wan- . 


Tu ORIGIN or DESPOTISM. ar 


Tux natural monuments that” ful remain 
roughout the world of thoſe terrible cataſtrophes 
cect; are now, and have been, for 
an inconceiyable number of centuries, miſunders 
ſtood by all the inhabitants of this earth. Tiere 
are but a ſmall number of philoſophers, who, for 
about a century at moſt, have begun to ſtudy there- 
in the hiſtory of nature and mankind in remote 
antiquity . But all that has been diſcovered, is 
looked upon as no more than objects of amuſe- 
tertaining. The ſublime anecdotes. of nature, 
that are engraved over the earth in characters in- 
delible and fitted to all the languages, are looked 
upon but as ſo many dreams and chimeras by the 
prejudiced: vulgar, determined nejeor to lug nor 

to think for mmm, 


| * the mitani monuments of theſe bmp i 
events have been overlooked; much more fo have 
been the hiſtorical monuments : there has been 7 
ſhameful Kan. cs of paring and preferving the 

uſages, 


4 _ 0 . 


Buffon, val — — 
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uſages, the/cuſtoms, as well as the civil and reli- 
gious inſtitutions. formed by the people in remote 
antiquity; in order to perpetuatę for euer a remem- 
brance of the devaſtations of this world, and there- 


by to inſtruct future races of its inconſtance and 


frailty. It is, however, true, that there are but 
few. nations Which have not preſerved ſome con- 


| Gbly be known concerning this part of the hiſtory 


. . ** 
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2 B UT all that ſuch traditions, ſuch pretended 
kiſtory, revered as ſacred by each people, have 


en ee to this matter: even 1 ſome: 4 
a te bern us of — wy 


of the me e to fix 3 time and du- 


. * 


tranſmitted to us concerning the revolutions of the 


earth, preſent to us but weak, broken, and im- 
perfect traces: the cauſes, the progreſs, the effect, 


wherein we gan diſcover no detailed account, bear- 


1 


ing any conformity with the movements of mature, 


and analogous to the multitude and variety of the 
phenomena, as well as the accidents without num- 
ber, that had happened both in heaven and on 
_ earthi, Not one of thoſe books pretending to diſ- 
play to — the hiſtory of their origin, rech 


3 eu! N % + OK. . "any? | 


and the conſequences;, are there but as fables ;, 


4 
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any ſtreſs on that famdus as the eauſe und 
ſbource of laws, cuſtoms; governments, and reli 
gion: not one of them takes the leaſt notice of 
the impreffions which the cataſtrophes of the world 
had made upon mankind, nor of tlie conſequentes; 

. or evil, Sextved from: thoſe me KH 
bone 13030 big deo [82 20165 75 1 el 
ae. er univerſal deluge 3 
e to the annals of the. Hebrews, ſeems tu 
have been attended with even leſs alarming. conſe+ 
quences, than, was among the, Romans an inun- 
dation of the Tiber ; it is with chem but a! de- 
taghed fact; as ſoon forgotten. as told, and uncogr 
nected with the events in following ages. Vet the 
2 tions of nature, after having deſtroyed the 
naclonss: became ſubſequently; the degiſlators of re- 
newed ſociety ; and they alſo, after. having ren- 
dered the nations as religious as. they had been 
wretched, became the matter, ohject, and inno- 
Cent cauſe of all the fables, of all the romances of 

antiquity, of all the political and religious errours 

| that have ſeduced the mind of man; and of all 
the, l that have cauſed. his wee 8 


ru | | _— 2 #1 12. - . Pray 

Tur N we are now going to — is 
1 man eſcaped from the ruins of e world: by ſo 
doing 


7 


N 
4 4 
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doing we ſhalb reſolve an infinite number of pro- 
Mems which relate to the actual ſtate of man, and 
ſearch, man will not appear either a ſavage, or a 
metaphyſical being, or one created perfect, that 
ſuffered itſelf to be corrupted; a chimera, which 
ſo many theological doctors, and other Te] 
men, have idly occupied themſelves about; "mf 
| he will appeara-real being, whom we ſhall exa- 
mine in a real ſtate. By following him thus, ſtep 
by Rep, as he deviates from this epoch, he will 
| not lead us to ſolitary conjectures that are uncon- 
nected with any thing elſe, and inconſequent ; nos 
he will lead us to a ſpacious, to an immenſe road, 
wherein all the parts or̃ fable and hiſtory terminate 
and meet; there reciprocally to throw a new light | 
upon, and explain themſelves by each other; for, | 
therein arranging themſelves according to due or- 
der, they will diſplay to us the true chain of the 
moral and ca; wh world. 25 ö 


I MAKE no mention lads nor 4 1 kent to 
make any in this work, of the times that imme- 
diately followed the epoch which gave to our unĩ- 
verſe its preſent Deſpotiſm, and that it is known 
to have had for a great number of ages. As for 

the time prior to ſaid epoch, it is to me as if it 


| 


| 
| 
! 
: 
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nad never been; although the exiſtence thereof is 
not to be doubted, yet it was ſo- obſcure a point, 
even in the eyes of remoteſt antiquity, that 
moſt people in thoſe early days fancied that they 
ſaw the creation and the 'birth of all things l in the 
already corrupted anecdote of what was but the 
renovation of the world; a groſs errour, whence 
an infinite number hath been eget: as FREE) by 
n! in the 8 wy this work. N l 
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The. erbe, which the difafters of the nl mf 
haue made uten mankind. 


Orwithſtanding the obſcurity into which " 
| ſeems we muſt neceſſarily plunge by bound- 
ing over the limits —— to us by hiſtory; 5 we 


Derne 


lighten our 4 beyond them; to wit, When 
we penetrate into periods of darkneſs, which are 
by moſt people looked upon as imaginary, but 
where we ſhall find natural facts and human inſti- 
tutions. In order to clear up truth thus fallen 
into darkneſs, and force in their turn to be ab- 
ſorpt therein all the revered chimeras, that owe 
their exiſtence to ignorance and impoſture, there 


r 
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needs but to imagine ousſclyes-for an inſtant, co- 
exiſtent With thoſe who. were witneſſes to, the ca- 

Jamities, the world was afflicted with; to examine 
how, they. were affected thereby, — to animad- 
F rt upon the, natural impreſſions which. thoſe diſ- 


| aſters muſt have cauſed in them, and the ſenti- 


ments. with which they. were thence altected, We 


Jhall afterwards m n 


preſſions to all the ulgges of antiquity ; ; that i is, 


te the potiry; to che ancient laws, to alt che Wor- 


ſhips, to all the governments N in fine, to the ge- 
neral conduct, and to all the different opinions of 


the human kind, in all the ages of which we can 


acquire any + e This is to be the method 


Gtude of enic A s aud, problems ; whoſe "ſolytign | 
Dod VI 23 Fo 
will preſent the world With a new held, of ſcience 
iſpla to. our altoniſhe e 
and d. ilpla 7 d AR an APR 
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„ Barons, 1 —— upon this enquiry, it = 
that | forewarn wy aeaders to be en their guard 
9% hy a gine: 5 n race in thoſe 


de an application "of. thoſe. very 
ſentiments, and of the natural effects of. ſaid i im- 
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rat now exiſting; Wbt an errour muſt be care- 
eee. ee bee eee " 
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THe interval of fix or ſeven touted” years, 
which is commonly allowed betwixt the firſt 


known "of mankind and tho"? of our Age, hath 
induced 4 great number of learned men to ſuppoſe 

that there ought to be a very l ol 
ſtriking difference between them and u The 


Contequencæ of Which opinion was, Thar in the 
philofophical queſtions relative thereto, - we have 


L017? 


been prone to encreaſe thoſe difficulties 1 in propor- 
tion to the diftance of time; 5 and that, 1 in , we 
have really encreaſed them, becauſe we have, Toft 
ſight of ourſelves, who are the reſemblance of 
our forefathers, as they had been the reſemblance 
of us. All che difference that can "be found be- 


7 2 Nom 
twixt them and us, conſiſts but in "certain inyen- 


tions, and in _certain” branches , of knowledge, 


Which We abe acquire fince their time. Not- 
withſtanding any pa Ha ſentiments, er natio- 
nal pre) judices, ' or peculiar 1 ideas, which are 7 almoſt 
identified with the mind and. charadter 'of man, 
and which" faſten upon him i in his gwn. deſpite on 
certain occaſions, we ought to harbour f no doubt 
that mankind, in remote antiquity, was the ſame 


that they now are,” They thought, they felt : as 
e ä 6 we 
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we do; and. as our poſterity will think and feel, 
in thouſands of ages hence, if they ſhall be ſituat- 
ed in circumſtances proper to excite and give ny 
to ſimilar ideas, and to kindred en | 


| 3 e prepolicied with the notion 4 : 
this reſemblance, it is immaterial, in order to de- 
lineate to us a repreſentation of thoſe impreſſions 
which the diſaſters of the world muſt have made 
upon thoſe who were. witneſſes thereof, whether 
we ſtart back amongſt them, or that we ſuppoſe 
thoſe diſaſters happened in our time, and that we 
are now ſpectators of calamities like to thoſe 
which had formerly ravaged the univerſe, and al- 
moft annihilated the human race. 
War "nevi be our thoughts if we were 925 
more to receive light from the extinguiſhed ſun ; 
if the ſublimely concerting powers of nature were 
to be rendered forgetful of their harmony, and 
daſhed into a new chaos ? if the ſeas were to de- 

luge the earth ? if the earth was to riſe up againſt 
them ? what would our exclamations be, were 
to ſee a thouſand fiery volcanos break forth on 
every fide ? ? if we were to behold fire, ſulphur, 

and bitumen vomited in torrents from the to 
entrails IM, convulſed mountains ? if moſt of the 
| con- 


. | 
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continents, all ſhattered were to ſink under us? 
what ultimately would be our thoughts if the now 
human beings were to find themſelves in the midſt 
of ſo many terrifying ſcenes, and ſuch univerſal 
deſolation ? there needs neither en a 
* to form a ne I Aide 


ian a in n loch a * ee — think 


ce end of the world near; they would imagine 


that the day of juſtice, and of vindictive wrath 
was come; they would expect every moment to 
ſee the coming of the ſupreme judge to call this 

world to a ſtrict, account, and to pronounce. the 
formidable edict always feared by the wicked, and 
—— hoped for by the juſt. With ſuch ſentiments 
and like to theſe would our minds be n * 
our imaginations affected. 1 


5s | Wo ** 5 of the end of the world, 
of the laſt judgment, of the great judge, and of 
the life to come, would be ſtrongly impreſſed up- 
on our minds, and would both deeply and univer- 
(ally affect all inhabitants in the different nations of 
the earth. Theſe very dogms will hereafter affect 
our deſcendants, whenever they ſhall be alarmed 
by ſuch fatal circumſtances. It was they afo, that 
affected our forefathers, on their beholding a 
ny ceſſation 
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celation of the ___— 2 of che — 
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nn theſe gordon in by 3 too 
Aer too complicated for thoſe times, up to | 
which I have remounted in idea. It may proba- 
bly be wiſhed, that I had penetrated into the 
human mind, to reſearch how ſaid notions 
were firſt engendered therein; but that is a work 
I refign to others, who may play the philoſopher 

at their eaſe, about ſuch moments of terrour, 
which are not the moments of philoſophy. It is 
enough for me at preſent to know that theſe hers 
the dogms that acted in ſo lively a manner upon 
the minds and hearts of the human race in all 
the violent viciſſitudes of nature. Let us now 
proceed to the conſequences, good or bad, that 
oe ne "oo theſe Wr 


: 


| Tow ORIGIN'o or DAO 1 2 


. F735 a N n . 
0 nod 314 IT 10 


SECTION Ve... x) 121105 


The fot oft of eee eee 


of the nen 1 4 — 5 IANS 
e $1 1 8 Aktie | It 


* ＋ £ + + Lo d $ + 7 
18 . * Ty 2 F hel 5 
43 441 


- * — 


1 E pb db "I _w_ FOTO n 
11 kind who can doubt, that in ſuch unhappy 
times, and in the immediately ſucceeding ages, 


affrighted mortals were not very religious, and 


that inflictive calamities did not ſerve i in the | ow 
of auſtere -mifionaries, and -powe! 


ven, religion, and morality. The great number 
of ſtrict and rigid inſtitutions, whoſe: beautiful re- 
mains are to be ſeen in the hiſtories of Ae 
famous for their antiquity, proceeded in all ikehs 
hood from the ſame ſource, and the ſame may be 
ſaid of their Polity. It is impoſſible, that conſe- 
quent to thoſe deplorable times, which had reduced 
and diminiſhed the human ſpecies, overturned 
their dwelling, places, and deſtroyed their means 
of ſubſiſtence, | thoſe admirable regulations. were 
made, Which Me find among the nations of re- 
mote antiquity, concerning agriculture, labour, 
and N as well as upon population, educa- 
T4 | | tion, 


who muſt have turned all their views towards Rea - 


2323 * „.. 
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* Ir was nl in tholwearty * that the 
unity of principle, of object, and of action, being ; 
revived among mankind (then reduced to a ſmall 
number, and they all pinched by the fame wants) 
_ the firſt domeſtic laws were made the foundation; 
or, to ſpeak: more juſtly, the only laws of me | 
which- may be proved by all the legiſlations of an- 
tiquity. As war is the ſchool in which generals 
and ſoldiers are formed; and, as in times of 
trouble and commotions orators ariſe, ſo the ex- 
treme diſtreſſes of mankind, and the utmoſt ſtretch 
of their miſery and wants, gave birth to the moſt 
ſimple and moſt prudent laws, as well as to all 
the primitive legiſlations, whoſe _ lap is the 
true intereſt 12 Me was vo! ewor f 
Ix ſuch critical times man being rendered cau- 
tious and ſage, followed cuſtom no longer for the 
guide of his conduct, as he might have done be- 
fore, and as we do now. He found himſelf under 
a neceſſity of reſlecting and judging for himſelf 
and providing for his welfare, by inſtitutes the 
malt folid, n as. moſt advantageous he could 


| 
| 
[- 
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1 * to ſuch laws, framed in remote antiquity, . 5 


and which were lucky conſequences of the diſaſters 
of the world, that the Chineſe and tlie Egyptianis 
are indebted for the epithet of Wiſe, Which has 
been given to them by all the ancient and modern 
nations. We muſt not, however, conclude; that 
they were the only people who had inſtituted a po- 

 lity and laws for themſelyes; but, very probably, 
they acquired this reputation from their having 
preſerved ' them during a longer ſeries of time 


than any other nation has, and that they have 


maintained, with more reſpect and care, the edi- 

ice of their primitive legiſlation, which” is con- 
firmed by their hiſtory. This rare and ſingular 
privilege, granted to the Chineſe and Egyptians, 
may induce people to look upon it as a proof, that 
one or the other of theſe two nations hath been 
the parental ſtock from which the inhabitants of 
all others have branched out” fince the renovation 
of the world. A great number of hiſtorical anec- 
dotes, ſimilitudes, and accordances, have already 
influenced ſome authors, more daring than others, 
to incline for the affirmative in this point; but 

many reaſons, as cogent and as ſolid as theirs, 

have induced r me to mn y _ _. 
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Tris not an eaſy matter, for inflance, FREY 
| ſuade- one's. felf, chat however general might have 
been the deſtruction of the human ſpecies, but one 
only fociety ſhould haye eſcaped, and in one only 
region of the earth. Theſe deſtructiye events, 
ſuch as; under the guidance of reaſoug we ought 
to receive them, (diſregarding all pre-conceived 
prejudices) muſt have ſpared, in every climate, 

ſome of its inhabitants, eſpecially in the more ele- 

vated, in the mountainous parts, that muſt have 
proved an aſylum and nurſery for new-born ſocie- 
ty, much more naturally than the flat countries of 
lect a variety of proofs, that, for a long period af 
ter theſe events, mankind made choice of the 
mountains for their abode, and that ſeveral ſocie- 
ties, Which came to a knowledge of each other 
ne. were not in the. leaſt! n as 15 


2 


. that we may! not Serials * this engui- 

ry, the title of « autochton (ſelf-engendered) of which 
all the nations in remote antiquity were ſo jealous, 
affordeth us ſufficient matter to think. Moreover, 
what to me ſeems a very ſtrong proof of the mul 

tiplicity of witneſſes concerning the revolutions 
happened to the earth, is the very diverſity of tra- 
| ditions 


Tur ORIGIN 6x DESPOTFESM. 35 


dition about the deluge and in each of them I 
have often obſerved details and anecdotes, that are 
evidently relative to the ſituation and influence of 
the can in nn m Were ai gs 


S 1221 


Tu deln er Aug eber patdon WF ſeem to 
make us ſurmiſe, that from the ſtate of things in 
China and Egypt, the ſeveral wrecks of the pri- 
mitive intiabitants of the world, ſcattered in diffe- 
rent regions, were not all endowed with a like ſa- 
gacity to provide for their Wants; but it is what 1 
cannot eaſily" ſubſcribe to, becauſe there is not a 
people upon the earth that cannot produce to us 
remains of their primitive inftitutes, but indeed in 

a degree infetiour to the Chineſe and Egyptians. 
I do not even except che ſavage nations of Ame- 

rica, as will appear in the ſequel of this work. 
For, as the diſaſters of the world were general and 
common to all, ſo the various inhabitants of the 
earth muſt have been moſt feelingly* intereſted to 
finda rembdy thereto: and although far ſeparated 
from each other, yet they muſt have done it by 
means fomewhar ſimilar; becauſe their ſenſations, 
ant the wants that excited them, muſt have been 
brand uniform as the calamities n bad 
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; Txr1s-obſervation/ appeared to me very 0 
for explaining certain ene, which Ane | 


N 

{ 

|; 
| 
| 

| 
1 
'F 
1 
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diſtant from uch other, . 
muſt neceſſarily grant one common origin, by 
dounding over a great number of hiſtorical and 
phyſical difficulties. But, even if the Egyptians 
and Chineſe have acquired a particular diſtinction, 
on account of their having preſerved their primi- 
tive legiſlation, this exception ought not to occa- 
ſion in us any ſurprize; eſpecially when we call 
to mind, that the love and veneration with which 
they were actuated for the laws of their anceſtors, 
had impelled. them, from remateſt antiquity, to 
prohibit and exclude all ſtrangers from entering 
into their territories, and that their ſituation was 
very favourable for Den pl this, e 
nb 
Tus i likewifs unfoldeth to 1 
of the deſtruction of the ancient legiſlation, or of 
its corruption in all the other nations that had not | 
a like barrier-law, or that could not, by reaſon of 
their ſituation, maintain it. for, ſo long a time, and 
repel - encroaching colonies, invaſions, and war, 
which, in a ſeries of time, changed the face of the 
earth and the condition of nations. I have ſome 
| 8 7 ; reaſons 
| 


practiſed amongſt all nations. This barrier-law 
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reaſons to think, that this law againſt any com- 
merce with foreigners, in its origin was almoſt 
general. The words ſtranger and enemy were for 
a long time ſynonimous in many regions of Aſia 
and Europe. The barbarous cuſtoms of ſacrificing 
ſtrange. could take their riſe from no other ſource 
but this cruel law, which muſt have been univer- 
ſal, becauſe; the cruel, abuſe of it has been ſince 


was no part of the firſt legiſlation, becauſe repugs 
nant to its general ſpirit. We ſhall hereafter trace 
whe was the incentive 69s ag the Saale abe 


"Howiarr + we can « * gs of choſe fie 
ſubſequent to the world renewed, in whatever age 
or whatever climate on which we may chuſe to turn 
our eyes. The Etruſci, the Phrygians, the He- 
brews and the Perſians, have treaſured up precious 
remains which proye it. The Peruvians and the 
Mexicans, at the very time of their being diſco- 
vered and deſtroyed, had laws and uſages, whoſe 
date could be derived but from the primitive legiſ- 
lation: and, what was extraordinary on the ſide of 
the Americans, is, that they were better able to 
aſſign the true motives of their uſages than were 
the Hebrews, the Greeks, or the Romans, who 
were ae of limilar; and could give no other 

inter- 
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interpretation of them but fables and lies, of 


which we ſhall fee As _ _ reel * 


= Ade o cer to . this * n a Wirk 
nat leſa Angular, I here lay down for a 1 
that in the ſtudy of ancient hiftory, which proba- 
bly may one day be reſumed,” the true meaſure of 


antiquity, of all the human race, and of all their 


laws, civil and religious, will be no longer the 


tallied one of chronology; but a futer one, à mol 


ral meafure, that will be always proportioned to 
the remains, more or leſs numerous, more or leſs 
pure, which ſhall be diſcovered concerning the 
legiſlation of the renovated world. The more 


the great and extenſive picture of the ſeveral nal 155 


tions of the world hath been unfolded, and fub- 


mitted to my view, the more 1 have been con! 
vinced, that their antiquity ſhould no Enger be £ 


judged of by their hiſtory '; but by their cuſtoms, 


F perceived that cuſtoms belong to the people in 
general; while hiſtories flow too 5 — from i igno = 


rant 8 eee e 1 | 


Tus Chineſe government, nn by con- 
* itſelf, at this day, with the fame ſpirit of 
emulation and œconomy that excited the unhap- 
| py and wretched families, Which in W pe- 


riods 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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riods had eſcaped from the wrecks of this world, 
_ exhibits to us the true ſeal that profoundly ſtamps 
its indiſputable antiquity, which is no longer to 
be judged of by its dynaſties and amazing annals. 
Theſe preſumptuous titles contain nothing more 
than mythological fables. In the ſame light are to 
be held all other nations, who have made a pom- 
pous boaſting of their civil and ſacred archives, 


— * 5s 5 
F 1 7 
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SECTION VI. 


| The PO of the firſt reli, gien eee and 5 
errours derived | from the abuſe of them. 


FT ER the fermentation of the earth was 
ſubſided, and the wrecks of the human ſpe- 
cies were collected in different countries, to form 
new ſocieties there, and to give reciprocal aid for 
the ſupporting of their afflictions, and to provide 
for their wants, mankind having fill in view the” 
auguſt ſpectacle of the univerſe- deſtroyed and re- 
eſtabliſhed, and having deeply impreſſed on their 
hearts the ſacred dogms, which were inſeparable 
from the amazing object, they inſtituted a reli- 
gion, of which the principal motives were an in- 
finite ne, to the e Being, for 
OI Weng 1 ks having 
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baving ſaved: them; and their deſire of rranſni- 
gs e eee — OKs 
05 4 45 
4 Tnar the memory of the tevolütions which 

they had been witneſſes to, might be perpetuated, 
they inſtituted commemorative feſtivals, calculated 
by the details which they repreſented, conſtantly 
to remind the nations of the frailty of their abode, 
and to warn them, by the picture of paſt viciſ- 
tudes, of thoſe that were to come. The judge- 
ments of God, which had' been executed upon 
the Eaſt, were therein repreſented as monitory leſ- | 
ſons of the divine judgements that ſhould be 

hereafter executed; as well as remembrancers of 
paſt conflagrations, and ſo became fore-runners of 
the future ones. Hence was derived the univerſal 
doctrine of the expectation of the world's next 
end by fire; a dogm known and received in re- 
moteſt antiquity. The Hebrew people, and the 
oriental doctors, made its origin to aſcend to the 
firſt patriarchs, to Seth, and to Adam, which is a 
proof, that in the remoteſt antiquity known to us, 
there had already happened conflagrations, which 
> pope; wal this fear. Fan 


| 


Tusk commemorations hank als in e 18 
ing ages, * riſe to all the prophetic and apo- | 
* 


* 
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cal yptic bobkes that have ſo often diſturbed: the peace 
| of m nankind : ſuch as were known to the Pagans 
under the name of Sibyllin ne . es, or the Acherontic : 
books ; to the Hebrew p ople under the title of Re- 
velations made to their anceſtors, before and after 
the delus ge 5. = All theſe 1 people were ignorant 
of their true origin, becauſe theſe books, at long 
run, were rendered corrupt and degenerate. They 
conſulted them, ores i upon all the irregulari- 


tics of nature, t to wit, in all Lu calamities. 0 


eee 


1 is 4 not E e 7X the Hebron 
have drawn from this magazine their prophecies of 
Jeremy, of Iſaiah, Ezechiel, and others, wherein 
they conſtantly aſſociate with their ideas a crowd 
of apocalyptic details, Which, it is evident, belong 
only to the general revolutions of the uniyerſe, 


concerning which the people were inſtructed i in 
their aſſemblies and feſtiyal days, that the curb of 


fear might. keep-in thoſe 0b. would otherwiſe 
prove refrafory to the voice of reaſon, 8 and che 
inhibiton of the laws. 


Mm vl oof. bas wGodt io % ara 
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Tax deſcent of the great judge (of which all 

the meteors, and phenomena that concur to the | 
ruin of the world, as the forerunners and conſe- 
quences) impoſes upon mankind, and fills them 
with a religious terrour. The idea was frequently | 
recalled to mind, and kept alive by the accidental 
phenomena produced by nature when moſt regu- 
lar, and which happen every day. This coming 
of the great judge, heralded by the meteors, is the 
unravelling of all the obſcure and extravagant 
_ uſages practiſed by all the nations, without Kno -w- 

ing wherefore, at the fight of an eclipſe or comet, 
or any other circumſtance, by. which. the order of | 
nature ſeemed to be altered or changed: for, hav- 

ing forgot what had been the original and true 


cauſe of their alarms, they invented fables to ac- 
count for them, and by ſo doing whelmed the whole 


under extravagant abſurdities, and depraved inſti- | 
tutions, that, in themſelves, were rational and Ve- 
ry religious. The Peruvians are the only people 
1 know, who have not fallen into „ this e 
F wrath 1 8 | 


| | | | | 15 
Tux eclipſes of the fun and moon reminded 
them of the darkneſs, that, in remote antiquity, 
had covered the earth after its conflagration 3 there- 
by they * all their cuſtoms, and were right 
an 
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in fo doing. The fame people, however, booked 

upon comets as the forerunners of the death or birth 
of ſome great perſonage; but they were deceived, 

as have been all the nations, who, for a long time, 
” entertained the ſame idea. The comets were look- 


ts Ds 101 


ed upon, originally, but as heralds of the ruin 
the world, and of the coming of the great judge: 
they were then held as relative to a general fact, 
but wherein, through ſücceeding ages, every o one 
has Jong ove but oe a fk we n e 
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Sonst err to all 18405 objedts be 1 
tive fear, with which religion had filled the minds 
of men, ſhe preſented to them the conſolation arid 
flattering aſpect of the life to come, and of the 
kingdom of the juſt, in a ſtate of ſelicity, abun- 

dance, and glory, which ſhould be no longer ex- 

poſed to the revolutions of nature. It was thus 

5 religion moſt commonly made her feſtivals, in- 
| ſpectacles to terminate; that all 

tbeſe dogms might be rendered more ſenſible" by 
R 4 e ceremonies. 3 7987: DI0GENS 
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CF 


ROM the "abuſe 67 _ aan were 
produced the fables of the gardens of Adonis, and 
Eden, of the Elyſian Fields, and of the Terref- 


Paradiſe, &c Their being fixed in ſo many 
8 1 different 


different regions by the poets and their 80 


Tue object of thole reprel 
proceſs: of time, made to appear ſo grand and ſo 
elevated, that the prieſts, abandoning to the peo- 
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; dees 
tors, proceeds from moſt of the ancient nati ons : 
having each had rural and delicious ſpots, whither 


they annually repaired to afhſt at the figurative and 


myttic repreſentations of the celeſtial life which is 
to follow that of this world. Thence took its 
riſe, in Japan, the pilgrimage to the province of 
Ide, which the natives perform every year to ob- 
tain a remiſhon of their ſis, and merit the. hap- 
pineſs to come. This alſo was the object of the 
annual proceffions, made by the Athenians to the 


territory of Eleuſis; this was the origin of the 
5 Elyſian fields, . The names of Iſie, of Elcuſis, and 


of. Elyſian, are gbyiouſly analagous ; for this . 


190% reaſon the future life Was called, 95 


2. name xe given. M the . figure mah was the 


| ſymbol thereof. eas 11. h 


? C : 2 
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en a 


ple the exteriour part of theſe ceremonies, and 
leaving them in liberty: to think thereupon a they 


Pleaſed, . reſolved to reveal the meaning but to a 
ſmall number of choſen 4 Hence ſprang 
th ol 


| 19101 i | * i} 


nts iquity, known n b Ae, of. 


Ifis, 
5 
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lis, of Ceres of Ofiris, of Adonis, Rec. and to, 


which no candidate could he ee but after 5 
long aud auſtere preparation. % 15 


12204 


— 


7 AR 1 of. theſe * have 


been in general. ſo little known, there are, how. 
ever; ſome anecdotes tranſmitted to us which may, 


facilitate the, intelligence, of them. For inſtance, 


let us examine one. concerning the myſteries of 


Adonis, and Which, tor Many, reaſans, deleryes ta 


5 on abit 1 » No * ©7117 
I 11 previouſiy japyoſe the — to be Ita 
quainted with the hiſtory of Adonis: It relates, 
| that this god died and returned, vo. life every yoar. 
I take. upon nig to add, for a farther elucidation of 
this report, that originally he was but the com- 
memoratiye ſymbol of the world antiently deſtroy- 
ed, and finge. renewed. , This ferved, at the ſame 
time, as an inſtructiue image of its deſtrution paſty 
and grand renovation to happen. hereafter. On a 
certain night of the feſtival, during which the re- 
. — of Adonis was placed i in a tomb in the 


| mad of darkneſs and W . _— 


an air of Pres and, der e n | 


lips of. fie eds out on account-of the 
ſeeres 


My xaos here. Hr 377 7 wes. 1 IDW 
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revived in them a general ſenſe of joy, and the 
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ſecret they were bound to keep) he whiſpered 4 
the ear of each, that the fun was come, and that 
deliverance was at hand. This important news 


ion of Adonis was celebrated with” alt 


manner of rejoicing ®, The exteriour of this feſ- 


tival was known and ſpread abroad, not only in 
Phenicia and in Egypt, but alſo among the Greeks 
and Romans. During the firſt days nothing was 
to be ſeen but mourning and affliction; no ſounds 
were heard, but the funereal cries of deſolate and 
weeping females : on every fide no we x objetts 
but tombs and coffins were to be ſeen. * — 


2 4 J #4 „ 


Wa may ME Gini this ſingular 
and'eſpecially by the anecdote here cited, ry ; 
Chriſtian who might have lived a thouſand years 


| or more before the coming of the Meſſiah, and 
Affiſted at the feſtival or myſteries of Adonis, would 
| fancy he faw therein the end of a popiſh Lent. 


Popiſh chritti ini 15 5 as _ wg is Fant a x very 
ancient date. —V—V—W— Ie IO IR ” 
485 44 TC 141 ** PIE 5.2 Ob 10 £2" EEE we F204 
„ . — — 


See Jul. Firmicus, * the un book, enti- 
ted, Purchas Pilgrimage, book Ty chap. 17 , me 
90. 
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Bur let us return from our digreſſion, to the 


inſtitutions of remote antiquity, becauſe all the 
follies of mankind, both ancient and modern, will 


appear to be the e . the abuſe there 


: 
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AL the celeſtial motions, — = ee — 
the univerſe revived, were, for a long time, the 
motives of a conſtant and boundleſs acknowledge- 
ment to the ſupreme Being. However, as if this 


religion had foreſeen What was to happen in after- 


pai ſhe ſought, in this very harmony, matter 
for inſtructing mankind concerning their ſtate of 


inſtability, fearing left a forgetfulneſs of paſt cala- 


mities, and the habitude of a permanent felicity, 


| ſhould extinguiſh in them this ſalutary fear of the 


great judge, which it is moſt important to keep 
up. She turned every thing to inſtruction ; the 


_ declining day, and ſetting of the ſun, reminded 
her of the antient darkneſs, of the end of the old 
world, as well as of the future end of the new. 
The return of Aurora, was to her an image of the 
ancient and future renovation, as well as the riſing 


of the grand 85th in favour of the Juſt. 


. 11 


Hex all the feſtivals of antiquity . wih 
| * and ended in joy. They began with the 
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s anitient' aud almgſi un 
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| ſetting ſun of one day, and ended with that of ü " 
next . Hence it was that man become idolatrous, 
ran every day to conſult Aurora, or the riſing ſun; 


and that in general the inhabitants of this earth 


have turned towards that ſide the gates of their 
temples, imagining, that as the ſun, ſo the grand | 
ghar * W ef * 
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Tus e bad 206106 corieiicatene dr We 5 riod 
attended by fark und planets, becarite, in the fare 
ſenſe,” an 6ccafion and ſubjeR for ſimilar infiruc- 


tions. The four changes of the moon in each 


month; the varying of the four ſeaſons in each 
year, were images too ſtriking, of the inſtability 
1 not ene 
treo wis, e pee Kh 1 - 
feſtivals in the month, and fout other, more o- 
lemn feſtivals, kr the year ; during which they 
ao a arch theſe” RE wank lunar changes, 
u 26 nove 91331? under 
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nivtrſal lu na 
nom tber, to rathoir by nights and not by days. Tit 
A or ecclefia/tic day with us begins with the night. 
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rengiodink the aſlembled- people, that all, had been 


changed, and all ſhould hereafter be changed-in 
the 422 day. _ come. 180 2 HI vt 


\ Tun, feſtivals which, jw any. * * with the 
aſtronomical periods, were feſtivals of rejoicing z 
and thoſe having an affinity with their declenſion, 


were feſtivals of t and ee ke 


# 9. 5 i 


THz moon's | periodical. month, eie of 
twenty-eight days, is an obvious conjecture that 


this is the reaſon why the lunar feſtivals have, j in 
all times, been diſtanced from ſeven to ſeven days ; 

and that this is the reaſon why, from the antient 
ſolemnities having been regulated by the lunar 
number, the univerſal reſpect, amongſt all na- 
tions, for the ſeptenary number, aroſe. The ſuc- 


ceſſion of our feſtivals could not be founded upon 


any other event, or any other motive, ſeeing that 


the four ſolemnities of the month are, in regard 


to the four lunar phaſes, what the four annual-ſo- 
lemnities are to the four ſolar phaſes. . It would 


be ridiculous. to conclude, that the four feſtivals 


have regulated the courſe of the ſtars; whereas 
2 ſenſe dictates to us, that the ſeſtivals muſt 
have been regulated by the ſtars. Although the 
Hebrew tradition pretends, that the work of the 


IT | H creation, 


. 
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creation, performed in ſeven days, was gue pris 
— — yet we read 
in the firſt chapter of Geneſt „that the ſun and 
moon were created to une and regulate the 
keſtiwals and the days of affembly. How ſhall we 
| be able to explain this contradiction, unleſs we be 
ſtupid enough to imagine, that the Deity was 
pleaſed to interlard his work with 1 288 affi- 
e e e Hi _ - | 1 
Tut eſtabliſned einem th A" chats, an 
thus inſtruct mankind about the deſtruction and 
renovation of the world, at the end and the be- 
ginning of all the phaſes, and of all the aftrono- 
ods, was the innocent ſource of infinite 
errours, when onee the remembtance of the paſt 
was diminiſhed, and when the motives of theſe 
period at inſtru&tions' were eee ee and 
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if Wee 6 in ue theſe commemorations 
to be kept up, and always indicted" by the num- 
der even, thought there was ſome ſecret virtue 
contained therein, and {ome myſterious reference 


10 the origin, exiſtence, 7 durstion * 3 
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i nagined it had been created; others that 


1 renovated i and many, that it had been 

| judged in ſeven days. All theſe different opinions 
are to be found among the r 
ſeen in the n rod bai 
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ſevenday; of the week, the ſeven days of the Creation; | 


they haue, however, calles the ſeventh day, during 


which they celebrated their adapted creation by the name 
of Sabbath, (which: is, je 1 the name of. the ff month 


of their folar year : its true Hebrew radix does not 
fegnify Rat, but Return and Renovation; therefore 
this fettoat of the Creation eoutd be none other bur the 
. feſtival of | the. Renovation f. the. world... T be Pſalms 
37 and 92, which Were conſecrated 10 the remembrance 
F the ſabbath, are ſulficient to diſcover the errour of 
the Hebrew: The former exhibits nothing to us but a 
 Pifture, of miſery and aſliction, and makes. us — 
nothing but pitiable groans, thar are nat apdlicable to 


| David,\ or. to. the creation, or to the ſabbath, according 
10 the manner in which: they conceive it, but are aptly 
fo to. the. dgſtruction of. the warld, to Oftris,. and to 
L Adonis, who. were ſumbals. of the world deſtroyed, and 


of the ſun extinguiſhed, Tie gad Pſalms whoſe ” 
| = * 6 


Tx remembrance of the renovation of the face 
of the univerſe, being extinguiſhed, or covered 


with obſcurity ; the remembrance likewiſe of the 


ed. But, when after: a 'ſucceflion of time, the 


r 


| pot a origin, reaſon about its antiquity, all the 


ſentiments conceived thereupon could be but tyſ- 
tematic, and very much divided: there was a great · 
er or leſs degree of antiquity allowed, in propor- 


tion to the greater or leſs number of ideas that had 


been preſecfed of what bad paſſed. This is the 


b " "cauſe | 
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a relates- to the ſell, Rs us n 'a \$ifare 


| if the deluge and of the re-eftabliſhment of © the carth, 
The author of the book of Job, in the magnificent de- 
ecription which he gives in the ninth char ter of the 
works of the creation; alludes % „The vefeat of the 
giantit hat groan under the waters :”-- Alike ambiguity 
ir to be ſeen in the 14th chapter of the book of Wiſdom ; 
It is thus (as therein is fail) * That in the beginning 
"of the'wworld, when you made the proud giants periſh, a 
weſſel was the aſylum, and the depoſttary of the hopes of 
oe univer ſe. I is clear. 2 theſe di un paſſages, 
that 


had ſufficient leiſure to reflect upon 
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cauſe of the ſtrange diverſity which we find" in the 
chronology: of all che ancient nations. It is na- 
tural among men to count for nothing what they 
know not of, whether in nature or in the vaſt 
abyſs of time. They ſoon bounded over ages un- 
known, they dared even to preciſehyfix t 
Wo mmm the wixidy end confound 
the ſtil more mints pines Ppt its 
primitive creation; whence» followed, that when 
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401 linearity aul the world" ren 
ke hinted "Subſequent to theſe variations, 4 
nother paſſage in the fourth book of Eſarus, chap. 7, 
ver. 30, may be eaſily explained; which has hitherto 
been inexplicable.” The prophet; after having declared, 
that the horrours'of the end of the world ꝛuere near, 
threatens ſinners, and ſays to them, that '** The world it 
going to re-enter into the chaos of ſeven days, as it hap- 
Þ bes in the ancient judgments.” 'T his ſingular opinion 
gives us to know, that the ſeven days of the creation, 
or renovation" of "the world, were then looked upon as 
the ſeven days of the antient judgments of God. There 
is alſo to be found, in another part of the ſcripture, 
©. } have praiſed you ſeven times @ Hay, on account of 
the judgments of your juſtice.” 
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they would form! conjecturery/ and ester into | 
ſerutinizing detail of this firſt of all events, in or- 


der to place it at the head of the annals of the 


world, all which impoſture ſuggeſted, becauſe man 
could neither then, nor ever will be able to repre- 


ent to himſelf the operation of a creating God | 


and Architect of the univerſe, otherwiſe than by 
che medium of groſs analogies. This ſublime and 


incomprehenſible” aft was painted with colourz, 
Mained by the ideas which were as yet ſupplied by | 


darkened and corrupted remembrance of the 
general diſturbance, occaſioned by the change © of 


the ancient world. They had no other way of 


arranging facts and their ſucceſſion, than by the 


rules, or rather by the extravagant chimeras of | 


Judicial aſtrology ; a moſt ridieulous ſcience, and 


were then deemed to be fo eſſentially intereſted *. 


— 


offspring of the primitive attention to all che 
movements of the heavenly bodies, in which the 


* The ſollies of gftrolosy were-invented prior to the 
"flew of the creation by the Hebrews ; which is b. 

vous from the analogy obſervable in the divers opera- 
tion 7 tle ſeven 11 and the Pretendel virtues and 
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Po this we are to aſcribe the darkneſs, the 
chaos, the primitive mixture of elements, and the 
ſtate of confuſion, ſaid to mmmh 
of the world. Ro £ 


Ta x abſurd chaos had never any exiſtence, but 
in the heads of mortals that had forgot antiquity. 
hiſtories of the diverſe combats prior to the origin 
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glg þ properties oF the 2 . 1. The 


day over which the ſun preſided, light was made, 2. 


Tue day of the moon was that in which the firmament 
and the atmoſphere were made; whereon alſo the di- 
vin of the waters above from the waters below was $ 


marke1 out, becauſe the moon prefedes over the al- 
moſphere, and that ſhe ts looked upon as an humid and 
aquatic planet. 3. The day of Mars, as being reput- 


ed a carnal, brutal, and groſs planet, the day appeared, 
and was called earth. 4. The day of Mercy; 
Mercury has been ever held as the ready miniſter of 
the gods, as a. go-beftween from beaven to hell, from - 
bell to heaven. Theſe attributes devolved to him from _ 


— 
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angels againſt» dæmons, of the good againſt the 


evil principle, of Lucifer againſt God, of the ſun 
againft the moon, of the giants againſt the gods, 
of Ty phon againit * and * more of that 


ſort 5 * ? * * K 
* Ep 5 5 
; Tun 
„* a . 
* : 4 


that, doubtleſs, is the reaſon why it is ſaid, that the 


feenals of the feſtivals and the affembites- (the Sun and 


the Moon) were placed that day in the heavens. F. 
The day of Jupiter, as it is the planet of the air, and 
abundance multiplied according to eftrology, it neceſſa- 
ri followed, that on the fifth day birds were created 
in the air, and hd in the ſea. 6. The creation of 
man and Woman on the day of JV. ents, "need; 10 expla- 
nation. 7. The Deity repeſed himſelf on the day of 
_ Saturn, a gloomy and fiient planet, that cuts away all 
with his h the, ang ws 3 EIS: to * 


* 
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_ amnals, of the world, callefted by Sanchumaton (whoſe 
valuable | fraxmints have: been. phreſeivved by Buſebius) 
to-wit, that this author makes no mention of the de- 
ir, kh ones on din ſevere reproacts * 
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Tux number ſever being thus become a number 
fraught with virtue and myſtery, not only the fes 
venth day was reſpected, but alſo the ſeventh week, 
the ſeventh month, the ſeventh year, and the ſe- 
venth.week. of months and years. The end of the 


O ene vdicect bs Nr rn 14 A 
n of the; chriſtian . "he; if — 
he gives us , the creation he examined, we fball y 
 diſeaver guat therein is cantainad nothing mote. than the 

account of - a real evolution; 3 and the ſame. remark. may 
be apþ/ied to the. anecdotes, of .. all the, pretended anceſtors 

which he gives to mankind., 4 ts therefare ma, way 
aftmiſhing that he mentions not the deluge. The au- 
thor of the Hebrew anng's who gives us. the _tuftory 
5 of a creation, and of a deluge, has been guilty of a 
very groſs errour : his creation is nothing but the de- 
luge, hin "deluge is nothing but the creation, Theſe 
two everits,' as in Geneſis, are "really but one and the 
4 ame fart" "doubly employed und conſidered in the ſame 
Point of 'view : the one natural, to whith"he has given 


the ſecond place; the ether aſtrological; ſyſtematical;"or 


myſtic, according as people * may pleaſe* to"eall ty to 
which he bas given the firſt, This remark" furniſhes a 


ferent Hebrew and Samaritan chronologies. 
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ancient nations, expected it the ſeventh day of "A 


Ty the Mexicans, at the end of the week 
—— years 3 and all the oriental ſages at the 


end of the weeks of hundreds; or of thouſands of 
years. In fine, this number, as well as a great 


* 


mitive ideas, rendered ſo ore and fo corrupted, that 
they were underſtood as divine and happy by ſome, 


"but as tremendous and fatal by others. Of this 


prepoſterous notion, a crowd of rabbis, cabaliſts, 
aſtrologers, piedicters of futurity, with other fa- 
natie and ſuperſtitious heads, have made a bad uſe 
in all times, to the greateſt degree of extrava- 


gance; and often at the EXPERCE of the 1 


E * of mankind, es 


2? Th 7 


f 


0 this 8 of the end of tbe world, 
which from a ſacred dogm was degenerated into 


one, replete with folly and ſuperſtition, I have ſaid 


that religion added theſe concerning the deſcent 

of the great judge and future life. As theſe three 
from 
the abuſe thereof were alſo inſeparable : the perio- 


tenets were inſeperable, the errours deri 


dical revolutions of years, of meteors, and all, that 


"OR 


buted ) being by a jumbling mixture of all the pri- 


ignorant antiquity called the ſigns in the heavens, 
inſtead of er ee c-H 


ralds of the arrival of victorious — — 
tors, of predicters of futurity, and other chime- 
rical perſonages, who were expected inſtead of the 
great judge; the original expectation of whom was 
corrupted and perſonifled. Theſe ſigns in the 
heavens were no longer the proclaimers of the laſt 
judgment, and of the life to come, but of the for- 
tunes and revolutions of empires, and of the great 
political changes that were to happen, as were then 
reported, not only in wee to Nr „ even 
to — pe | 
51013 To: $8023N 4. Iqqalnu. ont Ag 2) Den CAE 
B this means, the imagination of mankind 
being fixed upon the ſtars, ſuppoſed civil and reli- 
gious revolutions to happen upon earth, in conſe- 
quence of the aſtronomical ones, which it fancied to 
| have deſeried in the heavens ; nay, impoſtors went 
ſo far, as from revolutions naturally happening on 
the earth, to ſuppoſe the like in heaven; or, when 
It was their NE to 5 aua ng: dach for their | 
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9 Pn RON imbibed en like FRY the human 
mind has, for a conſiderable number of ages, been 

over Hori" rely: diſpoſed to be the "tops, *. 

"#805 nn ſport 
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ſport, and victim, a WR IRET EPs 
tors, endowed with cunning enough to conciliate 
to them the — 2 


3 not * — n the 
inficetion of the primitive religion, a knowledge 
whereof can throw a great light upon a variety of 
uſages, for the moſt part obſcure and. corrupted, 
which antiquity exhibits, to us in her feſtivals, and 
ſolemnities. This religion was peculiarly careful 
to keep up the remembrance of the calamities be- 
fallen to the firſt of mankind, that is, upon thoſe 
who had been the unhappy witneſſes of the de- 
vaſtation of the uniyerſe. To ſecond this intent 
the obliged them on certain times to lead a Wan- 
dering life, to cloath themſelves with nothing bet- 
ter than ſkins, nor to make uſe of any food but 
wild — le. 99 abide in . * pan 
1 in 1 08 pale 3 pf 2p tag 
the Bacchanalia of paganiſm, and ſeveral feſtivals 
of the Hebrews, which exteriourly bore fo great 
an affinity. therewith,.; But all the nations bad bolt 
fight, of what had been the p 
tives of the n. | 


* 
4 4 * 1 a 5 — 
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commemorations are, however, as yet to be found 
among the pagans. There were, in Athens and 
in Syria, as we read in Plutarch and Lucian, fu- 
nercal feſtivals celebrated, even at the time of 8Syl- 
la, in remembrance of thoſe who had periſned in 
the deluges of Ogyges and Deucalion. If we 
manes, and lemures, among the Greeks and a- 
mong the Romans, we ſhall therein trace the ori- 
ginal motive, as well as in moſt of the ſunereal 
games and ſpectacles, kept up through cuſtom, 
and without the 3 well mung nee 
N 
| The feſtivals of the FR called, in Fig 1 
vian, Memorials * „ were doubtleſs derived from the 
ſame ſource. The Japaneſe own that all their | 
feſtivals formerly, were days of. mourning and la- 
mentation; and I would incline to believe, that | 
the Cult in regard to. their anceſtors, which was 
eſtabliſhed there as well as is China, and in other 
parts of Aſia, ſprang entirely from the ſame cauſe, 
The literati of Tonquin, as father Tiſſanier tells 
us, in his narrative of that country, pay an ado- 
ration, at every new moon, to the ſouls of their 


forefathers, who -had periſhed through hunger in 
2 


$a mann e - ret the ore RE A nc e eee 8 1 . N 
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days * yore. This i. a ſufficient authority as 
ground my ſurmine upon. In the iſland of Samo- 
then celebrated by going up on the tops of high 


mountains, to thank the gods for the ancient deli- 


_ tisfied, that the idolatraus worſhip, which has 
| been paid to ſo many mountains, was no more 
than conſequences of that grateful. acknowledge- 
ment which the nations had preſerved. for * ne 


were e ſaved. | 


* fine, the commemoration a of the — 2.7 


> of nature, whether occaſioned | by, water or fire, 
was the original intention and primitive object of. 
all the feſtivals of antiquity whatſoever, among 
whatever people we chuſe to fix our eyes upon. * 
we conſider them, henceforwards, in this point of 
light; and if we compare and conciliate them one 
with the other, they will no longer appear to us 
myſterious or obſcure; they will unfold to us the 
true hiſtory of the world, which by their means 
done ny been 2 4 ſhall then know, 
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for example, to what events ought to be 'refetred 
the commemorations made by the Egyptians for 
the misfortune of Ofiris ; and thoſe made by the 
Hebrews for the calamities which they ſaid had 

er n heh roy in Erbe and in wy delart. 
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to what events, and to what time is to be referred 
the frugal manner of living obſerved at certain 
times by the Japaneſe, Who; through a devout re- 
membrance of their anceſtors,” eat nothing but 
 fhells. © We ſhall thence know why their theatres 
at that time repreſent only cottages and miſerabis 
huts. Then there will be no difficulty to bring 
back all theſe uſages to the ſame ſource z whence 
by the Egyptians; the Greeks, "the Sicilians, the 
Romans, were derived certain feſtivals of Bacchus 
. wing praftiſed by cheip- forefacheny 


en (according to CY ay 0 , 
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* 1 lie manner may we a count for our Euro- 
pean uſages, whether of religion or of the people. 
Placed in this great and new point of light they 
will be one day cleared up; which will put an. 
end to that illuſion whereby fallacy and ignorance 
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52 — ſhopld r never BY e heads: if on th 
occaſion of theſe primitive - inſtitutions. I were to 
undertake giving a detail of all the evils, and all 
tze different errqurs produced, by the general and 
wvniyerſal abuſe that has been made of them; altho 
he ſeveral inſtitutions and dogms,, which bad been 
_ the principles thereof, were ſo reaſonable, fo juſt, 

Ind lo proper in themſelves, to procure the happi- 
neſs of focigty,, * . therein that 2 


take up ; a vat, 
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„ HurnE BTO. I "Vang petal infifted'o on e 
groowss that are at this day the baſis of moſt of 
dhe religions of the world; L judged it incumbent 
on me to do ſo, and as much becauſe the political 
ſyſtems which we mean to examine are thence de- 
Zixeds and. intimately connected with them; as 
.man. ſuperſtitious, and man enſlaved are 
4 faſt by * ee bound by. the 
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SECTION vu. 
n. ge if at firſt eil hu? ore un- 
wn CEN 


= is iche dat "the ufkortunade rand 
of the nations deſtroyed for ſome time af- 
ter the return of ſerenity and harmony to the 
univerſe, compoſed no larger a ſociety than that 
of families ſtricken with a fear of the judgments 
of the deity, and their attention was occupied 
how to find a remedy for the evils they had Tulfer- 
ed, as well as to provide for their ſubſiſtence. Th 
all likelihood there was no authority at that time 
known among them but that of fathers, preſiding 
over their progeny; nor any other law but rea- 
| ſon; and the common nec ties, which are; in 

ſimilar mne the ſume as — 
Ix theſe Winks hh % of ef Ws the kid 
to ſeek for the different govertimetits' that it has 
fince been poſſeſſed of upon earth, when grown 
more adult, and finally arfived, as s it 1 were, to a 


tar * maturity 3 ; becauſe faid go vernmenits could : 
mm have 
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have been inſtituted but in conſequence of the 
primitive families encreaſing, by their being more 
and more united, by which means they form- 
ed numerous communities; and to them, thus 
aſſembled, it was neceſſary to apply more cogent 
and more ſtriking ties or motives of union in pri- 
vate families, whereby that unity might be main- 

tained, the value of which they ſo very well 
knew; and thus alſo maintained that ſpirit of 
religion, ceconomy, induſtry and peace, which 
alone could repair the infinite calamities human 
nature had ſuffered. Then were inſtituted laws 
civil, cconomical and domeſtic, in order to in- 

- culcate frugality, to excite to labour, to encou- | 
rage invention, and eſpecially to quicken, the > 
* ty, . 5 


wn, 


71 


. nature of * * duties of life'y was: re- 
gulated, as well as that of the aſſiſtance which 
men _reciprocally owe to each other, to prevent 
diſpute „or to accomodate thoſe Which might 
happen. The tines for work and reſt were fixed. 
An authentic form was given to marriage. An 
invariable plan was. laid down for education and 
| manners. we regular order was preſcribed for the 
exterior — that man might be conſtantly 
reminded of t the Godhead. „Fina, the ſeal of 
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public approbation was. "Hiprelled on all the uſages 
and on all the inftitutions wherein ſociety could' 
be intereſted, and no doubt puniſhments were de- 
creed at the ſume time for thoſe who (ſhould treſ- 
paſs againſt theſe general and ſolemn engagements. 


Tust ſeveral regulations were in the begining + | 
as ſimple as the ſpirit by which they had been dic- | 
_ tated; although they were not then ſo extenſive 
as have ſince been the codes, and adopted legiſla- 
tions of mankind; they were the better for it; 
and tended more directly to the true welfare of 

their ſpecies. It was not at all neceſſary i in form- 
ing them to have recourſe to ſublime philoſophers, 
or to »cofound politicians. Reaſon, exigence, and 
real wants, were the only legiſlators that ſuggeſted 
mm When the ſeveral conſtituent parts were 
collected, nothing more was done than to write 
or engrave upon wood or upon ſtone, all that had 
been tranſacted down to thoſe happy times; when 
the reaſon of individuals, not being as yet diffe- 
rent from that of the public, had n the 
one and oy law. . . 
Ix order to ſupport theſe inſtructions which 
were to conſtitute the general happineſs of the 
waole, aa ow; had procured the particular wel- 
Sx fare 
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meſtic laws the people unanimouſly conſenting, 
applied to the elders of the place, and to the heads 
of thoſe very families, who ought to be the moſt 
intereſted to watch over the happineſs and tran- 


quility of a ſociety in which they were ſo nearly 
concerned. They were not however looked upon 
then as the kings, and ſovereign maſters * 
ſaid ſociety; no, it was on account ſolely of 

their experience, their wiſdom, their age, 664 
the name of father, that they were honoured by. 


all with a profound reſpe& and natural veneration. 


They were choſen, therefore, to be the miniſters 


and the ſuperintendants of baeiew, but not che 
independent arbiters. 


Tits human race was not then ignorant, that 


there exiſted a public reaſon, before which the ve- 


y ruling miniſters are of no more ſignificance in 
4 ſtate than the laſt citizen. Apprized of his 
privileges, through the title of being rational and | 


free, man in preſcribing civil laws to himſelf, had 


never any intention to ſuffer himſelf to be enchain- 
ed by any of his equals; and although he ſub-. 
mitted himſelf a voluntary, adherent to the laws, 
in order to render himſelf dependant on ſociety, 
wherein he found his ſubſiſt2nce and . he 
did 
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did not mean, by ſo doing, to acknowledge any 
other king, or monarch, but God alone. To him 
then ſolely did he n his new e = 
himſelf. 


Bur before e enter into an hiſtorical account 
of this extraordinary anecdote in the political hiſ- 

tory of the firſt men, let us, for a moment, turn 
back in the ſame path through which we have thug 

far . 5 ; 


I DID not think it 3 — to ojve A 4s 
tail of all the laws, domeſtic, ceconomical, and ci- 1 
vil, which were the firſt code of mankind aſſembled it 
in ſociety. This truth we learn from all antiqui- = 
ty. Here ſhe pleads in my behalf, and the hiſtory 
of all the ancient nations, to wit, Egyptians, Chi- 
neſe, Indians, Perſians, Cretans, &c. ſhould make 
us competent judges how far the firſt ſocieties wer 
perfect, on the fide of their manners, diſcipline, 
and polity ; and, we may readily conclude, that all 
we know of them, is till infinitely ſhort of what 
has been. For, in fact, the times the firſt known 
in hiſtory of theſe people, were not, in reality, 
their firſt times : the greateſt part of theſe nations 
became frequented by others, but when the law 
- Prohibitory of all external commerce was neg- 
lected. 
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lected. This law, whoſe ſeverity muſt have well 
ed with vigour during fo long a time, proves that 
at the æra of its inſtitution, ſotiety was very po- 
pulous, which had been productive of ſo many 
conſiderable events, and diflenfions fo oppoſite to 
the ancient union, as that gave occzſion te this 


Jaw, which they found it was neceſſary to enact) | 
although in itfelf contrary to the primitive legilla- 1 
don, that breathed nothing but 8 oed 


% 


We are, therefore, to eſteem theſe antient de- 
fails, handed down to us concerning *he antient 
governments; but, as ſo many veſtiges, ſo muy 
traces, of what they had been in another®an G40 

antiquity, which we are ignorant of: but es 18 
by which we may be capacitated to form ſceu « — 
jecture of, and ſpeak in its behalf, is that dr 
tion and that amazement which are excited in us 


5 its bee — [ 
| | 
| Wnareven the Greeks have written on the 
polity of the Egyptians, ſince they have known 
it, would be deemed almoſt fabulous, as would the 
education of the antient Perſians, if the ' preſent 
ſtate of China were not a viſible and inconteſtable 
proof that ſuch governments have exiſted. Egypt : 
as no o ſooner become acceſſible to the neighbour- 8 
| ing 


| 
| 


Tur ORIGIN; os DESPOTISM. 22 


ing nations, where, for a ſeries of time their ori- 
ginal legiſlation had been corrupted, than they 
enriched themſelves with all that remained thereof 
among this privileged people. Through a ſenſe of 
gratitude they unanimouſly hailed her with the title 
of Wile z a, title ſhe. doubtleſs merited, fince it 
was conferred upon her . bes moſt inveterate 


enemies ab ron — . 
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War more , peculiarly merits our atrention in 
_ theſe: firſt proceedings of the human ſpecies is, 

that they, were all, diftated by. reaſon :. it was ſhe 
that became the;,wealth of mankind; deſpoiled of 
every thing. In order to extricate himſelf from 
the abyſs of miſery into which be was, plunged, 

man exerted all his mental powers; being called 
home, and admoniſhed by his calamitous ſituation, 
he demeaned himſelf as a rational; and intelligent 
being, which gonſlitgted his Wee n and . 
; "2 Bn had. 3 the 1 man in \ thoſe 

early times, and ſuch. it would have continued 
ever hee, if he * not loſt fight, of N fs mor 
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Me Wares —— "DF = | GRE 


ALL that is eat to fellow, will unfold to 


us his deviations and changes; and, as to render 
them inſtructive, it will be of the higheſt import 


to always refearch for their principles ; we may 


eren now make one of thent'the _ das 


4 


Arnsbdtr the firſt writ 

aides compoſed by mankind, were no more than 

the picture of their primitive conduct, and the pre- 

_ ious collection of all the methods they had until 
then employed, in order to re-eftabliſh ſociety, 


and render themſelves happy. Yet theſe very laws 
were the occaſion of the firft change that was ef- 


fected in the human mind. Even from that æra 
the uſe of reaſon began to be neglected: theſe 


laws were only conſulted as the guide of action; 


an entire confidence was repoſed in them; and the 
full reliance which man had on them, by their no 
longer Tequiring of him to employ the interiour 


energy of his reaſon to regulate his conduct and 


proceedings, as he had antecedently done, was the 


| cauſe that this energy was weakened by degrees, and 


at length was near being entirely defeated. 


[ 

1 

* 2 
We IT 

| 

' 
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ahve to 3 nd his natural guide, I's mean his be. 
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Ir muſt be owned, that all thoſe laws were ex- 


cellent, and mankind could not help being both 
happy and wiſe by literally following them. © But 
where are the laws that do not imperceptibly de- 
generate, eſpecially when the exceſſive reſpect con- | 
ceived for them, forbids our confronting them from 


time to time with the primitive law, which is en- 
graved upon all hearts, in a more unalterable man- 
ner than it is upon ſtone; and is ever to be found 


there when we re-enter into ourſelves in queſt 


Tuns admirable laws were corniptedand wins 


| ed from their priſtine ſpirit, through the neglect of 
_ preſerving them pure, and of redreſſing them when 


they began to be ſeduced from the public -weal, 


from reaſon and good ſenſe. Being now previouſ- 
| by cautioned of this ſource of every errour, it is 
not difficult for us to have a fore-feeling of, and 
to aſſuredly take in before-hand, at one view, what 
courſe the human race will ſhape. Man, after 
| having conducted himſelf by the light of his rea- 


fon, will give himſelf up, with an implicit and 


boundleſs reſpect, to the guidance of the laws. 


He will ceaſe to think for himſelf. Theſe laws wilt 


be altered without his perceiving it, and the rule 
of his conduct will be afterwards according to 


L 


ulages 
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uſages and cuſtoms; theſe waxing obſcure, ani; 


led man will be filled with prejudices, falſe tradi- 
tions, fooliſh and ſuperſtitious opinions, which 


will at length become the baſis and the rule for 


the general conduct of all the nations. Andi it is 


by degrees, ſuch as theſe, that we ſhall ſee them 


all ſucceſſively paſs. from the renovation. of ſociety 


down to this day: we ſhall ſee them always ; 
growing more and more-forgetful of themſelves ; 5 
and we ſhall obſerve, that their unhappineſs will 


be in proportion to their ſtraying from their rea- 
ſon, and that they will at laſt come to that fatal 


pitch, to no longer look upon her as the flambeau, . 
| by excellence, that ought to adminiſter light to 


laws, n. ee, apinzons, and even to 5 
. . | 


We IR lefe man n upon the point of 3 


the laſt, ſeal on his legiſlation, and ready for the 


repreſentation of power and unity, by taking un- 
to himſelf the deity for ſavercign. Divers ſenti- 
ments, dictated to him by reaſon, ſeveral religious 
impreſſions, with which he was warmly pene- 
trated; and farther ſtill, the credit and weight of 
a particular ſuperſtition, congenial to thoſe early 
ages, concurred: to inſpire him with ſo fingular a 
checks, ſo a A a fp wants 
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| 
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having early made known to him, that he was nof | 
a being calculated to live alone upon the earth, he 


entered into a ſociety with his fellow-mortals, pre- 
ferring, as we have already ſeen, the advantages 
of a neceſſary and rational een io bis 
ni _— 


Exe K EAS IN 0 ſociety ' afterwards We 


that the tacit contract made with her by each 
individual, at the time of his being incorpo- : 


rated, "ſhould receive a more ſolemn form to be- 
come authentic and irrefragable ; that the ſame 
order and harmony might ſubſiſt and reign 


throughout as before. To this alſo mankind gave 


their conſent ; and the primitive energy of focial 
laws was not altered by this new precaution; z the 


main obje&t thereof being to add a new force to 
them proportionate to the power and extent of 
the body corporate, whoſe motions they 1 Were to 


# MW *. 


regulate, CE ne 5 7 0 


* 


Tue was "Feſumed, ft in behalf F Hociety, the 


already begun ſacrifice of that liberty, and that 
natural equality, of which we are all conſcious. 5 
Superiours and magiſtrates were acknowledged; ; 
and mankind fubmitted to a civil and political ſub- 
ordination” nay more, a ſovereign was ſought 


8 oh | L 2 | | | for, 
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for, from a conviction even then, that a numerous 
ſociety without a chief, or king, was a body 
without a head, and even a monſter whoſe un- 
wieldy limbs, when put into motion, could not 
execute any thing agreeable either to reaſon. or 
| 1 e r | 
To diſcover this great- truth man needed only 
to turn his eyes upon already formed ſociety, 
When we ſee an aſſembled people, we cannot re- 
frain from aſking, who is its firſt perſonage or 
chief. It is an involuntary and truly natural cu- 
rioſity, annexed to the ſecret attraction by Which 
we feel ourſelves actuated towards ſimplicity and 
unity, which are the characteriſtics of order and : 
truth. It is a precious inſpiration of reaſon, by 
whoſe influence, notwithſtanding any inclination 
we may have for independance, we are taught to 
ſubmit ourſelves, for the ſake of our own van | 
. and through the love of order. e 


| ; 
; | 


So far ate he members from being offended on 
beholding the perſonage who preſides over their ſo- 
ciety, that they feel an agreeable and fattering 
return on themſelves, as they look at him thro' | 
reaſon's eye; becauſe it is eſſential to ſociety, and 


to themlelves, who are a part erde, which they 
FE ee 


4 4 
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teſpe& i in this chief, in this permanent oracle f 
the public reaſon, of which he is the mirrour, the 
image, and the auguſt repreſentation. [QA 


Tus firſt ociery that was regulated by the fe- 
lity of laws, certainly could not contemplate her- 
felf without being filled with admiration. One 
of the firſt ideas then of thinking and ſocial mani 
was that of having a king. The ſpectacle of the 
univerſe ſeconded the voice of reaſon; the human 
mind was then conſtantly occupied with the ſur- 
priſing object, and enraptured with the marvellous 
concert obſervable in the general ſyſtem. Seeing 
that the immutability of heaven, and the felicity 

of the earth depended on the perpetual accordance 
of the various movements of the ſtars, they were 
the perpetual object of his contemplation Sortie- 
times he raiſed his eyes up towards the ſun; ac 
others he fixed them on the moon, and the pro- 
digious number of ſtars with which the firmament 
is ſpangled over. But he conſidered in a more 
eſpecial manner, that chief, that only, and beid- 
liant luminary, that ſeems to command the armiam 
of heaven, and to be obeyed by them; therein hei 
flattered himſelf to have eſpied the image of a good 
government, and to have diſcovered the model of 
the plan which ought to be followed by ſocieties 
upon 


. 


| a 
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s earth, in order to be rendered happy and 
unchangeable by — nn ſ 10 an har- 
monious concert. 

1 all thoſe motives ſuf- 
keiently cogent in themſelves. Mankind ſaw but 
ene ſun in all nature; and acknowledged: but one 
fupreme being in the univerſe; which was God. 
It Was thence concluded, that ſomething : was | 
wanted to complete the legiſlation ; 3 nin | 
ſociety was as yet but in an imperfeE 
ſhort, a king was wanted to be au asg; 
the father of this great family, to conduct and re- 
gulate it, as the ſun regulates all nature, Anda 


the: Godhead conducts and es mimte. 10 „ 
21 4 Fe f . * i is 8 1145 3 2 


— 2 was _ 3 20 en and the ex- 
ample ſuggeſted to man in the infancy of the 
world by reaſon, by the contemplation of heaven, 
and by religion, then not jarring with each 
other; but man choſe to elude rather than to fol- | 
low them. Whether he really was of opinion 
that! a mortal could not be capable of ' repreſent-" | 
ing the Deity upon earth (which is true in one 
ſenſe) or that he feared he ſhould entirely loſ 
liberty, not reſocting that there were legitimate 
means of RE his fafety with that of the” 


„ | _ throne Y 


his | 
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throne; or whether, finally, ſuperſtition prevail- 
ed; man, inſtead of chuſing a king amongſt his 
fellows (with whom ſociety might have entered 
into the ſame contract, as, each individual had 
done with her before) proclaimed the ſupreme | 
Being; averſe from having on earth any other 
maſter, any-other monarch, becauſe he was ING. 


of heaven. binn art cnt! 7 


| Sous may be here tempted to think, that the 

love of independency was the main ſpring of this 
conduct; and that man, by declining to give to 
himſelf a viſible king, in order to acknowledge on- 
ly an inviſible one, was ſecretly reſolved to admit 
none *, By ſuch a ſuſpicion we ſhould do very lit- 


3 1 aa. i. 2 N — 3 a 4.4 


 ® The French text is faulty throughout, in the arti- 
cle M punctuation, &c. which proves it to have been 
| printed under the inſpection of ſome perſon not b. 
roughly converſant with the Gallic idiom therefore the: 
meaning is in many places rendered extremely intricate, 
and we meet in p. 69, I. 11 and 12, with -- mais par 
ſoupcon on rendroit bien --.. tice I 4. ; | 
W Sc. whether theſe chaſms were in the ari- 
ginal manuſcript, er le the printer's fault, wwe cannat | 
ale upon us to ſay, but thus we have imagi ned 4 
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tle juſtice to man in general, and particularly to 
man eſcaped from the ruins of the world. Never 
was he more rational than at that time, as to all 
that relates to public order : never was he more 


 Inclined to make a ſacrifice of his liberty. If by 
giving himſelf a king, he had made fo ſingular an 


application of the inſtructions which he had re- 0 


_ cxived from reaſon and from univerſal nature, that 
was to be imputed to his not having depurated his 


religion, as he had his civil and domeſtic polity. 
He had not purged it of ſuperſtition, the child of fear 
and terrour, that firſt ſwallows up religion; then 


by appearing in her place, and aſſuming her figure, 


totally deſtroys her. Man was, at that time, her 
wretched dupe. She alone preſided at the election 
of the deity for monarch ; and that was the firlt 


eren of the minſortunes of mankind, 


e 


** ns : * 
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may be filled up agreeable to the tenor of the text; mais | 
par un tel ſoupcon on rendroit bien peu de juſtice a 


Thomme, &c. which 2 ni ßes, as in the tranſlation, 4 

ſ*<aſu picton, Sc.“ N. B. All intelligent readers will | 
_ eafily conceiue why in ſome places of the verſion there is a 
ſeeming deviation from the original text ; which, let it 


be here ſaid, once for all, was frurfoſely done, that the. 


fene might appear uu. th a leſs hes N * 4 
better grace in * nolifh. | | 


Tr 
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Tit beſt method of making known che End er 
ſuperſtition with which the firſt of the human race 
were infected, will be to tteeall here certain opi- 
nions that were in vogue at the beginning of our 
vulgar æra, much about the time that chriſtianity 

began. This religion, as it is adulterated and 
practiſed in the popiſſi countries (the modern nur- 
ſeries of ſuperſtition) oweth a conſiderable part of 
its exiſtenice to an ancient and periodic folly, which 
proceeded from the corruption of dhe primitive 
dogms, as e have mentioned, where we treated 
of tho coming of the ns n 
world, and of W aa [L2G 


reap had dans are the warmen of 


TEES fax — years — 
the world from its being created, induced people 
to think, that ſince they were entered upon the 
ſeven thoufandth of its exiſtence, the great week 


2 was Ape 4 near being . ad, War this 
* -. laſt 
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laſt thouſand teemed with the coming of the grand 
Sabbath of ppg the 1. tine: for A 
I ; 
4 8 ks 1 propoſſeſſed r this 8 
*. notion, a people more ſuperſtitious than all 
the others, and that was diffuſed throughout an 
extenſive pagan empire, fancied that an individual, 
who had rendered himſelf remarkable by a ſingu- 
-larity of life, was the great judge, and the ſub- 
lime perſonage which bad been foretold by all the 
Futurity-retailing. — OED * 
then * ſibylline, 


"the duration i the A ail that the pun 
the Meſſiah was ſo regulate by this period; that t 
 Chriftians laboured to "confute the Jews by * 
amal, amd their own traditions. The people of the 
-eafterniand weſtern nations, were attuated alike by the 
ſame doctrine. Plutarch, in the lives of Marius and 
Sula, ſays, that about the. year 8a, before the vuigar | 
rra, the predictors of futurity in Tuſcany, had alrea- 
dy foretold the end of the great year, and the _ 
of the grand renovation of the world 


Mo dn de rl 7 


* Tore body * thatF. c. Peaks often; in the oft 
of the end of the warld, of which great truth the pagan 
1 0⁰ ia 
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THz wrong application which was made by 


| this extravagant idea, of the dogm concerning the 
true great judge, failed not to produce errours cor- 
reſponding therewith, that bore an ãinity to the 
two others, and which, as we have ſaid, were in- 


ſeparable from the firſt. The end of the world 
ſeemed then to be at hard.” The nations were pe- 


netrated with the dread of the laſt judgment. An 
horrible fanaticiſm was ſpread all over the earth: 


the reign of juſtice was proclaimed ; and in order 


to preach repentance and the renunciation of all 
things here below, ſome among thoſe ſuperſtitious 
pagans really imagined to themſelves, that the 
kingdom of their deity was come, although there 


was a multitude of circumſtances. to powerfully | 


evince the contrary, Others imagined” to them- 


ſelves, that the aſſumed deity, ho had only juſt 
ſhewn himſelf, would foon return to wks oy + noi 
1 15 MF 


— rn 


world had got a confuſed notion, and Mended it with their 

abſurdities. When St. Paul attempted to ſpeak of the lat 
jadgment before the Areopagus, and before Felix the præ-— 
fe of the Romans, they treated his doftrine with ſcorn, 


and mud their backs upon him; Acts of the Apoſt. 


Gap. 17 and 24. N. B. It had not yet pleaſed the 
Omni potent to permit their” * Ben . to the | 


| rays * truth. a 
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ſand years upon the earth, there to operate . 


felicity af the juſt, and to make them heirs of 


_ every delicious enjoyment. Hence, no doubt, was 
ſuggeſted to Mahomet the idea of his ee 


e 


Tr lat opinions. „(ich, not ae Pug — 


dreamed of by popiſh ſuperſtition, was called Mil- 


lenium) being deſtroyed by time, and by the event | 


(after, however, having produced a-new, in other 
ages-of ignorance, the ſame follies*). the apocalyp- 
tic minds grew weary of calculating. The marvel- 


lous reign was no longer expedited, and man be- 


come more rational, trans. erred the event to the 


5 end of time, without preſuming to fix it. But 


he was nat, for that, leis the dupe of what had 
paſſed 3, and though, he has fince endeavoured to 
raiſe, prop up, and Plaſter in the beſt manner he 
could, the ruinous foundation of an abortive ſu- 
2 whoſe chimeras and extravagancies were 


no 
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» > ** mean 5 terrours of the 1 century, 
which were but a ſequel of the. antient. It is well 


known ; that the felies then commi ted. were the ſeandal 


of Furope, and the triumph. of - the monks, through 
which miſcreants, pure and unſoph 1 8 «1 a 
had greatly ſu _ en 
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adopted in the days of unenlightened antiquity z 
he perſevered in a ridiculous and myſtical idolatry,” 


| which from that time, through his forefathers, had 


been tranſmitted to him: and in this ſtate are nom 
actually all not rightly informed of the true reli- 
gion *. | 
Tuns 


1 1 
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 * The firſt events of popiſh ſuperflition have always 


| been ſo palliated an diſguiſet, that it was not a. ſmall 


undertaking to ſhew them in their genuine hi t; and 
the more fo, as its 5 had ſuppreſſed every thing, 

that they preferred to'throw 
a thick veil of obſcurity on the firſt times, rather that 


preſerve a light that could not be advantageous to it.” 


 Hnwever, the hiftorians that are extant, and ſome to. 


temporary philoſophical writings, may contribute great- 


h) io give ſome inſight into thoſe times, by detailed, but: 
Der) important, . 


Tacitus, Suetonius, Por- 
Phyrius, Lucian in his Philopater, can give us great 
on this head. We muſt alſo examine tobut 


was the ſpirit of the perſecutions, that in the firft TS 
philoſophers, mathematicians, aftrologers, Jews,” and 


Chriſtians, were made to undergo ; and then collect the 


ſeveral details of the defirine of. the firf? fathers of the 
church, relating to the end of. the world, their: favou- 


rite topic, as is to be ſeen throughout their works, and 
in their re e in the firſt volume va the 
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- Trs flight ſketch of the great picture which 
will exhibit to us one day the famous ſources 


of ſuperſtition, is alſo a ſketch of the ' firſt 
human errours. It was: in their time, and then 


too occaſioned by the diſaſters of the world, that 
all thoſe abſurd ot inions took poſſeſſion of the hu- 


"If theſe prejudices appeared to be new in che 


firſt age of our vulgar zra, that was through their 


man mind, and that they therein produced ſuch a a i 


multitude of monſtrous prejudices, of which it 
has always been the victim. | | 


having been, as it were, whelmed for a long ſeries | 
of time under the enormous lumber of thoſe very 


errours which they themſelves had engendered 5; 
 wherefore a new panic terrour, like to the ancient, 


then rouſed them up, reſtored to ſuperſtition her 


former complexion, and brought implicit man back 


to 
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Hiſtorical and Polemical Treatiſe on the End of the 
Wirld, and the coming of Elias, publiſhed at Rotterdam, 
1737. © After having made” theſe reſearches tue are to 
try, by the Randard of the firifteft philoſopty, the books 


of the New Teftament, particularly of the evangelifts 


eee ee wil l. mee, 
in the teeth of all opponents, their juft value; and ne. 
ver to be forgotten by the chriſtian warld. 


* 
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to the very point Som which he had primitively 
n nne he had loſt i nne, 
1 K. bro «rt : oY 10}: . ne S 1 
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i onda were to pes made * © 
is themſelves be deceived by ridiculous chimeras, 
it could only be for the ſpectators of the revolu- 
tions of the earth, who were funned and affright- 
cd by cataſtrophes as terrifying us real; wherens, 
in the ſecond epoch, ſuperſtition had no other prin- 
ciples to erect her ediſice upon, but falſe calcula- 
tions, contemptible predictions, which the very 
ſtate of nature Was eee to, and convicted 
* en and-imapotinice. # 10 aue * off" 

et errronb Wein bas ; 10, 18S 411. ar 

— was by this e ind ; byte 8 
whole univerſe, that man had been formerly ſo- 
duced. How could he refrain, on ſeeing the tre- 
mendous phenomena of an univerſe deſtroyed, 
ſrom the recalling to his mind thoſe dogms, ſacred 
and reſpectable in themſelves of which he could 
not indeed diſcover the end to which they preciſe- 
Iy tended, although he could not miſtake all the 
Ggns and all, the approaches thereof. His eyes and 
his reaſon ſeemed to give him warning every m- 
ment, and to juſtify bis terrour. His wretchedneſs 
and miſery being conſummate, left him no room for, 


; 
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and the comfort adminiſtered by religion apparel 
to him the only anchor of, hope; he therefore gave 
himſelf up to it without reſerve; he waited re- 
ſignedly for the fatal day; he prepared himſelf for 
eee . ſo n eee | 


ie focus ike, thus Romy in the midſt 'of 
all cheſe grievous circu s, the only point of Z 
view towards which man looked with a religious 
and impaſſioned avidity, as the term of all his mis- 
fortunes. He bad it conſtantly preſent in his mind 
while the place of his abode was agitated by vio- 
lence and fermentation; and thoſe dogms had 
talceti ſuch deep root, that nature, which doubtleſs 
 xecovered but by degrees, was at. laſt entirely re- 
Inlated, while man. mn Rate ucts reel 
tax) wen Gt 0 be 1 + til . * 
en * the e difpofictch of the boy. 5 
man mind, when ſocieties, already multiplied and 
res united, betook themſelves to give a new turn 
Erd dre civil e Wo to think 1 — deck. 
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| Turm thoughts being engroſſed by heaven, 
they forgot, in this critical juncture, that they 
were as yet upon the earth ; wherefore, inſtead of 
giving to their government a natural cement, they 
ſought after a ſupernatural” one: 'ahd that they 

might not loſe fight of the heavenly kingdom, to 
vhich they inceflantly -aſpired, they imagined they 

might reprèſent it here below, by acknowledging | 

no other monarch. but God alone. They muſt 
have fancied, that through this ſublime ſpeculation 
they ſhould anticipate their promiſed glory and 
happineſs; ſhould enjoy heaven upon earth: ſo be 


before-hand with too ſlow- paced futurity, hien 


religion had ſo often painted to them in the moſt 
beautiful colours. This ſpeculation of theirs Was, 
however, the ſource of all their misfortunes, and 
of all their errours- Mankind, in conſequence of 
its choice, was very willing to apply the principles 
of the reign above to the reign” here bow; and 


to be falſe, becauſe they were miſplaced;” This 
government being merely a fiction, was under the 
neceſſity of being ſupported by a multitude of ſup- 
poſitions; and theſe ſuppoſitions, in proceſs of 
time, were taken for truths ; whence reſulted a 
crowd as os pe and political W which 


„ * 


but 
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plunged primitive s and pality into a e. 


£ 


Ful WM. 


: * —x was "thus the nations,. hot 1 3 
from good ſenſe and nature, their domeſtic, co- 
nomical, and civil laws, ſubjected them all to a 
chimera, which they entitled the Reign of! the 
Pas but which we ee Theocr 


1 NATE ad "TUE into: 2 detail of al ths 
8 to be found i in the various ſuperſtitious 
opinions of the firſt ages, concerning the great 
judge; becauſe ſuperſtition being ever devoid of 
uniform principles, there then muſt have of courſe 
ſprung up different ſects, different ſyſtems of re- 
Ügious worſhip, and there is one n my 
us oaks aft eker. > it Us 


Tus 80 we we . now exhibited; a0 
not relate to the great judge as arrived, but his 
kingdom. appeared to be ſo near at hand, that in 
order to become N eat, it was aft 

chat 


5 I 3 
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17 e e the * * eee, 
from the Hebrew or the Greek, The Town, the city 
of God. 
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chat ſociety ſhould conduct itſelf before, as if it 
was upon the point of appearing. This manner 
of thinking was not irrational; and nothing diſad- 
vantageous to the human kind would have thence 
reſulted, if people had given into it with reſerve; 
with a diſcreet and moderate zeal ; but there then 
exiſted another opinion infinitely abſurd and irra- 
tional, whoſe conſequences were cruel and fatal : 
to wit, the opinion that the coming and the 
reign of the great Judge were, in reality, arrived. 
This induced people to think that his deſcent here 
below had been performed-in an inviſible manner, 


and that the ruin of the world was the evident 


effect, and the manifeſt proof thereof. The evils 
which had been felt, and the great changes which 
had been ſeen throughout all nature, were con- 
ſtrued to be the acts of his vengeful judgments; 
and as the greateſt part of the human race then 
periſhed, | while but a very ſmall number was 
ſaved, it was natural for thoſe who gave into the 
opinions, to conclude, that all thoſe whom the 
great Judge had exterminated, were found unwor- 
thy of dwelling upon the earth which he had re- 
newed-:. and that thoſe who had the good fortune 
to ſurvive, his formidable judgments, were the 
* ebm ae ee ee _ 
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Ix conſequence of ſuch falſe ideas an abſurd 
application was made of all the dogms. The 
renovated world was. confounded with the future 
life, that is earth with heaven. People imagined 
themſelyes entered into the age of felicity, 'and 
cComplaiſantly looked upon themſelves as that ſpe- 
| cial portion of choſen creatures to whom the land 

of the juſt was promiſed and given; and over 

whom afterwards the Davy . was to _ 
wy 1 Ep 


| Antti the followers of this ſyſtem agreed 
in ſome points with the adherents to the preced- 
ing opinion they formed a particular ſpecies of 
men who believed themſelves to be nearer to the 
Divinity than any other mortals, and were always 
fludious to diſtinguiſh themſelves by a more than 
human, or a more myſtical manner of living : 
wherein will one day be traced the primitive origin 
of religious orders known among the Sabeans, 
Pagans and Jews, long before chriſtianity, which, 
from imitating, was debaſed by them. But fuch 
| a reſeatchnow would make us ſtray too far from 
our ſubject. I ſhall only take notice that the 
opinions of this ſect have been the œconomical 
and political baſis of many very ancient nations, 
who conducted themſelves leſs as a civil, than 


gr 
3 
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ns. religious ſociety.; which rendered theſe nations. 

the ſcourge of all others. For, as they confound- 
ed the world renewed, with the reign of the fus, 
ture life promiſed to the juſt, they were filled with 
a ſpirit of conqueſt, and inſtigated by a turbu- 
lent and ambitious hope of being poſſeſſed one 
day of the uniyerſal monarchy by right of inhe- 
ritance. It was, conſequent to this fatal miſtake, 
that the Hebrews exterminated the Canaanites,, 
to become maſters of their country, as of a land, 
promiſed by the Deity of their anceſtors. - Up ta 
the ſame ſource will be traced all thoſe pretended. 
oracles, all thoſe obſcure promiſes of the gods, 
under whoſe ſanction the Romans, fraught with 
intrepidity and confidence continued their march 
„firmly and to the empire of the world. 
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SECTION VII. 


3 as ? 


_ . Tiwari 


ed up by time 3 the fables only preſerye any traces 


N order to fix in antiquity that Theocratie 
government, to which all the firſt ſocieties 
been themſelves, it would be an act of diſſ- 
mulation not to confeſs, that hiſtory faileth us in 
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this point; that ſhe neither now can, nor ever 
Will be able to furniſh us with direct proofs, and 


much leſs with examples. The times wherein 


Theocracies flouriſhed upon earth are ſo far back 
removed into the obſcure gloom of the firſt ages, 
that we can diſcover but a very weak remembrance 


even in remoteſt antiquity. The monarchs and doc- 


tors being men, were intereſted in extinguiſhing it 
entirely ; fo that the weak veſtiges which remaitied 


were afterwards ' ſwallowed by fables, and con- 


founded with a heap of obſcure allegories, and 
ridiculous traditions ; of which hiſtory always 


frorned to take any notice ; : and they are now 
confined to the province of mythology through £ 


k which 3 2 have nm franinitted © to us. 


* am, therefore, reduced 3 oaks 


traces and reſiduary impreſſions of primitive Theo- 


cracy in theſe darkſome paths : which will be but 
of little avail to authenticate theſe reſearches in 


the eyes of the far greater number, who either 


contemn the mythological times, or do not know 


them. They will pleaſe but a very ſmall number of 


ſuperiour minds, whoſe ſagacity, ſeconded by 
knowledge, is alone capable to ſeize the whole of 


all the human errours ; to diſcern the proof of an 
Biſtorical fact, before unknown, in the credit 
Wo 6 


given 


- a 1 
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given to an univerſal errour; and then to retro- 
grade from the errour to the truth, or to the event 

from which it took its riſe, by a judicious combina- 
den of all the ph as _ of the ſaid . 
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e term of e and — . 
feed by certain opinions in all times, and in 
all climates, "ſeems to diſcloſe, to a rational 

mind, a ſolid, a certain principle, and not the ca- 
pricious and abſurd effects of the imagination of 
the poets, and other writers of antiquity; pur- 
poſely calculated in favour of the fubject, which 
is here treated: and is to be found in the conſtant i 
traditions of the moſt ancient nations of the 
world, when they mention the reign of the gods 
upon the earth; which preceded the reign of. the, 
demigods, and that of kings, whereof they have 
almoſt diſtinguiſhed the three ſucceſſiye epochs. 
Without citing here the Egyptians, Phenicians, 
the Chaldeans, the Greeks, and the inhabitante of 

ancient Italy, whofe mythological Theocracies 
dave diſguſted all our chronologiſts, the Indians, 
the Japaneſe, and even the very Americans, have 

1 preſerved the remembrance of a time when their 
country had been honoured by the preſence of 
the gods, who were deſcended upon earth to fix 
che happineſs of mortals, to civihze and give 


| 


haus to them. The fabulous durütiun "ORE 
rnods is- almoſt ever regulated by the grand pe- 
riods, and aſtronomical numbers. The particus 
lar motives for ſuch deſcents, as given by all tbe 
nations, are the miſery and calamities the world 
4 | groaned under, One came, according to the In- 
= dians, to ſupport the ſhaken earth that was ſink» 
F ing under the waters; another came to aſſiſt the 
ſun againit the great dragon that warred againſt 
bim; a third deſcended to combat the monſters 
and giants that ſpread havoc among the human 
race; and a n, to exterminate the a ps 
| nations. FF TH 72087) : N | Ne Fi 
2 1 will not quote all the wars and victories of 
the gods, or of the Greeks, or of the Egyptians 
over the Pythons, the Typhons, the Titans, and 
the giants; they are too generally known, as well 
as this fact that to celebrate the remembrance of 
them was the _ of all prev err eee 
the . Wee ur Werler 
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Let us now "turn our eyes to t te we 


pleaſe, we there ſhall kind this extraordinary | tra- 
„ i. 5 dition 
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dnion of a Theocratic age; and we may obſerve, 


that independently of the uniformity of prejudices 


that make known any erent whatſoever,/ this 


ſingular one is therein marked out as to have been 
very near the firſt revolutiona of nature, inaſmuch 
as the reign of the gods is therein ornamented 


and replete with all the literal and allegorical anec- 
dotes of the ruin and the re-eſtabliſhiment- of the 
world. It would be labour in vain, and even a 
folly to pretend to enter into a detail to juſtiſy all 


te fables that have any affinity with theſe won⸗ 
deerful reigns, or to contend ſeriouſly, or to hunt 


after authorities to ſupport the long duration 2 
by the nations to the empire of their gods. Let 
us be contented for the preſent with the ſtriking 


whole that thence reſults, and from its aſpect 
alone form a judgment of the picture in general. 


For although theſe annals be fabulous, as to the 
point _ of duration, the facts, or wrong applica- 
tion of facts, they cannot be falſe in the main; 
berauſe they treat not of an imaginary age, that 
ought to be retrenched from the hiſtory of the 
| world, as hath hitherto been done; but of a*real 


age, and of a real ſtate, which may be very well 


made to ſquare with the antient ſtate of mankind, 
accarding as we bw A and traced an 
its progreſos. 
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Tun Hebrews ſeem to ſhew us, in a more di- 


ſtinct manner, a true hiſtorical epoch, and a me- 


morable example of the antient Theocracies; of 
whoſe authority I might hereavail myſelf, without 
the neceſſity of plunging nto the gloom of fa- | 
bulous ages: but notwithſtanding the reſpect we 


have for the very antique annals of this people, 


in philoſophical diſquiſitions of the kind, they are 
not to be held in a different pe from ** 
other: nations. be! 


* Joſua, Deborah, Barak, Gedeon, Jair, Jephté, 

Booz, Abedon, Samſon, Ruth, Noemi, with all 

the heroes and heroines of the Jewiſh Theocra- 

cies, have been known among the nations, as 

- their Sun, their Oſiris, their Apollo, their Mer- 
cury, their Ceres, their bel, and cheir Fogler= Z 

| e &c. + 


Arr veſtiges 3 PET oy to be found i in the Jewiſh 
annals, or in the mythology of the pagans, are 
derived from the ſame ſource, the hiſtory of na- 
. it has been abuſed ®, As the fol- 

| | | 1 99 5 lowing 
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* The — e there is — # mt 
tude of fatts and per ſonages in the Hebrew annals, 


and fabulous hiſtory, bas been felt, known and examined 
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lowing a juſt medium in all things, is the ſure 
way not to err, let us neither deſpiſe the pagan 
Theocracies, wherein truth is concealed from us, 
nor let us, on the other hand, have an undiſcrimi- 
nating confidence in the Jewiſh, Theocracy, when 
we meet any thing marvelouſly tinctured, and 
2-kin to the fables of other nations. This, how- 
ever, is to be obſerved to the advantage of the 
n. 8 that * have more "ot true com- 
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by ſveral of the fathers of the church, commentators, 
and interpreters; but they have all miſunderſtood or 
| palliated the origin and ſource thereof. Their moſt 
generally adopted ſyſtem was to trace the pagan. gods in 
the abuſe which they aſſerted had been made by all the 
nations, of the books of Moſes, and of the hiſtory of 
Judea. | Whatever as the motive of theſe writers 
ar ſo doing, they could. not help being. touched with 
the ftriking affinity ebſervable between ſacred antiquity 
and the profane, Me ſhall not quote here the ſentiments 
of ſeveral learned men in appoſition to the. ſyſtem of the 
fathers ; the maintaining of which throughout was not 
exempt fram difficulties, which difficulties, however, 
| about ſo antient a problem might be philaſophically come 
promiſed in reaſoning thus. If the origin of the gods 
nen can be e 
Fee 
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plexion: of biſtotyz theit facts being better cons 


_ nected, and drawing nearer to us; but like to 

others, they myſtically contain one antient truth 
for the baſis of all, as, re 
r | 
- B/ Mech e the 50 airect and tho hiſfos 
rial proof that ſeems to preſent itſelf in behalf 
of the ſubject which I treat, in order to bring it 
back to the claſs of thoſe anticipating ſentiments, 


[= which are excited by an uniform diſplay of the 


mythology « of all rap it is "*__ . that 
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ee abi th wy Slag and 1 
the allegorical and ſymbolical figures of remote 7 
77 as bath bern Clearly demonſtrated by the author of 
the Hiſtory of Heaven; Hen, arguing 4 Peri, 4 
profane difputant would fay io a "true believer, From 
what other ſource enn pb make the patriarchs and 
| beroes; "among the Hebreuur, deſcend, who wear fa 
Are a reſemblance to, und have fo cloſe an affinity 
with theſe imaginary gens, that the analogy bath al. 
ways been allowell by Jews and Chriſtians. It is not 
rnatural do cunclude, that two hiftories, or oe fables, 
thirt ave alike, Have ond common” origin ; and this "ts 
3 venice armen by Mr. Pluche, in-. 
. | | 5 . | 
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our reſearches ſhould be confined here, but that 
a juſt value ſhould be ſet upon this fund of He- 
brew traditions, whence every advantage derivable 
can be attained, by conſidering them in the coms 
mon point of light, by which means only they 
can be made to coincide on the general focus 3 
wherefrom, through the concourſe of all fabulous 
annals, a light truly hiſtorical may be reflected 
a light which cannot be obtained from them when 
ſeparately conſidered, and as I may ſay, rendered 
_ divergent, by a national ſpirit, and prejudices im- 


I man not bere undertake the immentÞ labour 
| that would be en to compile for * Hebrews 
An 


* 
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Huenced by a very ee, prejudice 3 bh he. 
| has not profited of the luminous ray. Pagani m 
Jays he, did not ſpring from TFudaiſm, nor Fudai 
from Paganiſm : they are both indebted for what they 
have in common, to one common and only origin. Had 
this author, Mr. Pluche, been endowed with genius 
equal to the learning and knowledge diſplayed through= 
out his work, the Hiſtory of Heaven would have 
been a great performance; but there prevails thro 
 #he whole ſuch a blind and perſevering prejudice and 
ſuch a narrowneſs of mind, that one would be induced 
to doubt, whether he has drawn from his own heal the 
excellent materials of which he has made ſo bad a uſe, 
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an Hiſtory of Heaven, ſuch as Mr. Pluche has 
done for the Egyptians ; but there is ancther and 

not leſs conſiderable fund, wherein we may inves 
tigate the antient theocratic government, to wit, 
the religious and political works of nations, which, 

notwithſtanding the corruption and diſguiſing of 

their primitive motives, may mutually ſerve as a 
flambeau for each other, and ſo diſſipate a grea 
part of the darkneſs which the hiſtories of the un 
3 of the world labour n 


Lak us 38 what muſt have deen 
the uſages and cuſtoms of our anceſtors during | 
their theocracy; ; and if we ſhall afterwards find ” 
thoſe very uſages, or the abuſes which may have 
_ been made thereof among the nations, it will be 
a certain proof, that originally OY” were or * 18 | 
Bol ant or (gr real ſources, | "Mt, _ 
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| What hw been * theocratic uſages P Theſ uſages 
and the abuſes ſprung from their being oy 
are di Ga c in all nation. En 


\H E chaddiate ſtate having 1 . Bs 
| 4 eſteemed by mankind, as a civil and a poli- 
tical ſtate, one of their firſt cares was to provide, 
among themſelves, a repreſentation of the houſe 
of the monarch deity, and in that houſe to make 
choice of a particular part for his reſidence, and 
to diſtinguiſh it with his throne being placed there; 
where, doubtleſs, they aſſembled to pay their ho- 
mage to; as well as to receive orders and aſk fa- 
vours from, him: in fine, it was there they offer- 
ed up their vows s and . | 


mia inſtitutions. were, at t firſt, no more than 

| allegorically ceremonial, but, in proceſs of time; 
were taken in the literal ſenſe; all the civil uſages 
| became religious ones. It was held a duty to 
have recourſe to God in all public and particular 
affairs. Religion engtoſſed polity, of which the 
erected herſelf the ſovereign arbitreſs, and in pro- 
portion as ſhe extended her —— rights, ſhe 


un” 155 | x became 
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became corrupt and of quite another nature. The 
houſe of themonarch-deity, and his throne, were 
by little and little perverted into her temple and 
ber ſanctuary. Mankind imagining that the ſu» 
preme Being was fonder of this place than any 


other, was ſoon perſuaded that he actually reſided 


| there. Their ideas about the Divinity grew nar- | 
rower every day; inſtead of conſidering temples 
as places of aſſembling to offer up public prayers, 
and deſerving of every reſpect on account of its 
true and only deſtination, they ſought their ſove- 
reign, whom they believed to be an inmate there; 
and as they could not approach him, they ſoon 
n a ee there and adored it. 


Tur eee d then conſidered as che 
king of ſociety, the inſignia of authority, and 
the ſceptre of empire, could not be put into the 
bands of any particular, and were therefore depo- 6 
ſited in the houſe, and on the throne of the celeſ- 


tial monarch, to wit, in the temple, and in the 


molt reſpectable part of it, called the ſanctuary. | 
The ſeeptre and the other inſignia of the royal 
authority, were, in the firſt age, no more than 4 
ſtaff and branches, the temples were cots, and the 
ar 55 33 _ as we learn uy all 
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"th C nmenoiative feſtivals of the eatly gate 
of mankind, which the Japaneſe “ yet keep up, 
they. Fs on the ſcene all the ruſtic ap- 
| pendages o * f pri imitive authority; the explain 
thereby to us particular ſolemnities and particular 
myſteries, known among, the E gyptians and Greeks; 
among whom the ſame emblems are diſcoverable. 
| Every body knows the hiſtory of Aaron' s rod; it 
comes from the ſame origin; being depoſited i in 
the ſanQuary and in the ark, it was primitive» 
17 the ſceptre of the monarch deity, ; 3. but, in pro- 
ceſs of time,, became among the Hebrews-the dif - 
tinguiſhing mark of the ſupreme magiſtracy inthe 
family of Levi; ; becauſe, i in the theacratic govern- 
ment, the prieſts had been its natural officers and 
miniſters, they ſoon erected themſelves into _ 


ful ere, as ſhall be ſeen j in the ſequels... "I 
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"An hiſtory + eel WD not 
dote that confirms what I have declared relative 
to the uſages, and the progreſs of the abuſes which 
followed; ſhe informeth us, that the firſt temples 
contrived by men to ſuperſede cottages, and even 
cayerns, which before had ſerved in their ſtead, 
were for a long time but ſimple eneloſures, where · 
in no — the divinity were <ncloſed; 
p — 


— . * See Kemper, 
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lowin ng ages: 1 
8 agel oft did ebenen Is 


Ir being judged improper, that the code of & ci 

vil and religious laws ſhould be entruſted to the 
hands | 'of any particular magiſtrate, it was depo- 

— in the ſanctuary, and to that ſacred place re- 

courſe was to have been had to be informed of the 
laws, and to learn one's duty. Of this ufage we 
have innumerable inſtances, both i in Hebrew and 
Pagan antiquity, Every temple had a baſket, a 
coffer, and an ark, where the facred Tatifica- | 
tions of authority and legiſlation were Tepolited 7 
with a religious veneration ; which dwindled among 
moſt of the nations, into 10 deplorable a fuperfti 
tion, that things were come to that dire extreme, 
by confounding the laws with the legiſlative deity, 
people no longer dared to look on thoſe inſtructive 
inſignia of power, without the Rar of death and i 
ths bag: of being extermilldted. — na 0 


= 1 among the pagans, , called;/th g 
| A biene feſtivals; ſuch as the Palilie; and the 
Thefmophorize,” the principal object of the ceren | 
nial was become à tremendous ſecret, and the 
people were not at all to be let into the arcana of 
— duties * were bounden to ob- I 
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Fur moſt conckaldt part of the nit of 

Tas, of Ceres, and of Cybele, in the myſteries 
practiſed * by the Smidothiracians s, and" among. the 
Etruſci, had primitively no ther object” in view 
but to teach mankind how to live well, in order 
to come to an happy end;; but to inſtruct them 
concerning the order and the fubject of the feſtivals, 
as well as to animate them to labour and fnduſtty. 
But from that time che code of ſuch üſeful pre- 
cepts was depoſited in the ſanctuary, there to be 
reſerved for a mall number of the initiated; whe | 
aſter a long probation, were made to promiſe by 

moſt tremendous oaths that they would never re- 


veal "OE your of them to wa vulgar'®: 4. true it 
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* pa keeping wie 224015 4 ſerver u Was h *. much 
the more criminal, as they had no other obje in 
view but the welfare of mankind, Thoſe . ad- = 
mitted 29 theſe initiations ( aid Socrates ) are. cheared 
with ee tops Jor the. bur 42 their, death, and 
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is, that the prieſthood, inſtituted for conducting 
man in the right path, hath in all times dreaded 
left he ſhould come to a knowledge, of it, and 
walk A therein, | 


ok. a a this hi ſpirit of Theocracy 
found it abſolutely expedient that the depoſit of 
laws, preſerved in the ſanctuary, ſhould appear 
to have emaned from the Deity, and that it ſhould 
be believed he was the legiſlator as he Was the 
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LE WS = means wa. fbf Sine” ; "08 the eFecepts 
therein conveyed were inſtituted to teach mankind to 
ite in pencr, and with moderation to ont anther, and 
to ie in the bope of a better futurity,” Tt is obvious 
to conclude, from theſe important truths preſerved as 
myſteries of paganiſm, that paganiſm would never have 
exiled but through the priefts, who, in theacratic * 
times, aſſumed to themſelves the deſpoſite both of the po- 
lieh and of religion; inflead of ſubjefting themſelves 
10 the public polity ; on the contrary, they looked on their 
importunt depoſite as their own property, with which, 
however, they had only been intrufted. Me hence may 
deduce this juft remark, that it was then with idolatry 


45 it 7s with the religious ſyſtems now-a-days : = 8. 
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| fary to have recourſe to fallacy and impoſture; in 
order to imagine a manner by which thoſe laws 
had been conveyed upon earth. To that end it 
was neceſſary to ſuppoſe marvellous and ſupernatu- 
ral revelations, and to make them be brought down, 
from the heavens. It was alſo neceſſary to nete 
their having been pronounced, and eve | 
by the Deity, or by the gods and 1 11 
was neceſſary too to trace their origin on flaming 
mountains, in uninhabited deſarts, in gloomy ca- 
wens and loneſome foreſts. Theſe very laws the. 
while, were engraved on the heart of man, and 
che public ſenſe of ame . was its only 
. ee . ion M en nt ce 
ls be e dib 
* bee Beende robbed of che: 
4 <a of thoſe laws ſo beautiful, ſo ſimple, and 
whoſe inſtitution took place at the renovation of 
ſociety. Thus was the vigour and the dignity 
of man's reaſon weakened, by making him erto- 
neouſiy to believe it incapable of conducting him 3 
although it is the ſpecial privilege, the chief ob- 
ject of that ſublime, and almoſt divine gift con- 
ferred by the Omnipotent on. man © in * 
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and leſs hazard" of being refuted: A conduct ſa 


open to ſuſpicion, was; however, the leſs doubted 
of then, as it coincided with ſome other preju- 
dices which had alſo derived their ſource from the 
re er dy the diſaſters of the 
bis ; 16! * or ewe! 2¹⁰ at 10 World. | 
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ah a dbrim (as often as cenſurablo ] and to render 
men as Wiſe: and. happy as their condition here below 
will allow, 15 70 inſpire them with a; love, an efteem 
a reſpett "for their reaſon, and 10 male theſe three 
ſentiments the baſes 0 of all education. By ſuch a method | 


the face of the world may one day be changed + and the 


conſequences derivable from this love, this efleem, and I 
this reſpect, compoſe the true code of man's conduct, 


bis morals, his religion, and philoſophy. 


duty; is an untient 

Saen that has aten Pore, by producing 

reateſt” evils in ſociety; the diſcredit into 
js. they made human reaſon fall among the 

1 renders the evils cauſed | 


gate the origin of Jaws in ts, the" Ne W 
apparent, that the might lie with more intrepidity; 
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prorld. As : theſe diſaſters were., aſcribed . to the 


deſcent and preſence-of the great judge, ſo it vn 
afterwards believed, that this great judge was: ſo 
tremendous and formidable, that he could not be 

manifeſted without thę deſtruction; of the world, 
Conſequent to, this. opinion be was ever after 

made to deſcend be ind a veil, amidſt, obſcure and 
gloomy, clouds in remote deſarts, although the 
motiye which they feigned for his coming down, 
won: k0 bs ern, and do good 9th yan, ro 
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K ROM, this: pars in the hen fallac 
9 the ductile imbecility of mankipd,.. . 
was alſo ſprung another opinion, not only of pa; 
dean, but even of Jewiſh. antiquity ; that the con- 
ſequence of ſeeing God was death. The dogm 
of the, apparition of the great judge, as; well as 
that of the end of the world, being both. inſepa- 
rably connected; man was under a neceſſity of be- 
lieving his ruin certain, and imminent, when, in 
e. * had en this eee Wings 
2 8 Pa arch nies gas give his many 
dates to ſociety i in a direct manner, a neceſſity a- 
roſe of i mme means to come at the 1 | 
: wen d e eſtabliſhed wy __ 
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earth and in heaven which were to be revered "I 
the interpreters of the inviſible ſovereign.” The 
Hebrews, for example, uſed to go and confult the 
Vrim and the Tummim, which were twelve pre- 
6 ſtones, called Sights and Perfec ons, becauſe 
they imagined. that the different rays \ which ſhone 
from them declared the will of the Supreme. The 
Feyptians nad an oracle to the Uke purpoſe * 
which they called Truth. There was one in ever 
nation. Then burft upon the world a crowd of 
pretendedly inſpired folks; of conjurers, fortune- 
tellers (beſides the prophets, the truly inſpired) ; Y 
there alſo appeared ſooth-fayers, diviners, and' 4 
multitude of revelation-mongers of every ſort, to 
miſlead mankind. 'Wherefore,- as in matters 'of 
polity, ſo in articles of religion, man ceaſed to 
aſon. He imagined a ſpecial order, er 
particular advice from heaven, neceſſary for the rule 
ot his conduct, enterprizes, and every tranſaction of 
life” and ab the prieſts had aſſumed to themſelves | 
the office of intermediate organs between heaveit 
and earth, all the nations dwindled into their 
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ture to diſguiſe the true origin of laws, the being 
herſelf liable, on account of her natural ignorance, 
to follow the received prejudices at the very time 
ſhe was inventing new ones ; ſhe was not able to 


entirely efface nee A 
e e dee gun 
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the object of the firſt laws, and of the firſt opi- 
nions, fince- the renovatiom of the word, were to 
repair the evils. ſuffered by mankind, to provide 
for its ſubſiſtance, and contribute. to the multipli+ 
cation of what had ſurvived the general wreck; 
to encourage inventions and inventors, and to 
ſtamp upon the heart of man the ſenſations of gra- 
titude, of fear, by frequently painting a*now' to 
him the” priſtine phenomena of the deſtruction of 
the world. Might not a code of the laws, inſti- 
tuted conformable to theſe views, be called the 
Code of the World ſaved | 3 and might not this, 
perhaps, be the title that is ſecreted from us by 
the title of the Moſaic Code; which the Hebrew 
laws bear? Such a title, in the Egyptian language, 
Egypt being a flat and maritime country, muſt 
| have ſignified, the Code of the Earth ſaved from 
as Waters; or, of the Earth ſared from the 
| 8 Q a Waters: 
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called Zenda-Veſta, might have ſignified in Feria, 


and in the mountains of Upper Aſia, the Code of 
the Land ſaved from Fire. A crowd of authori- 


ties; that it would be tedious for me here to enu- 


merate, but which are to be found, even in the 
Hebrew writings, in their feſtivals, their uſages, 
and all their traditions, make me enforce theſe ſur- 
mizen into an abſolute N rn 
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have - made concerning the new folemnities of the He- 


_ brews,” and by comparing them with certain - feſtive 


of Hthens; Syria, and other nations having an affinity 
with the deiuges of Ogyges, | Deucalion, and Prome- 


it can be evidently demonſtrated, that Eaſler, 


Pentecoſt, the feſtival of the, tabernacles, and. other 
commemerations took their iſe from. the miſeries. of | 
mankind, deftroyed and renovated ; therefore, the 
ori gin here aſcribed to the "Moſaic — can be e afferted | | 
Yo be more than 4 furmize ; which ai iſcovery is the 2 | 
Tution f all the account gf“ by travellers of their 
ry country Moſaic infitus = 
tions.” It is not hereby meant -that "the laws of "Moſes 
had euer reaclid to Jo many places; but thatrtheufages 
Aud the. cuſtoms of the Here 
£011114087 attains Wu 4 the qu ent 4. Haien 751 the world, 
ee VT N | * which 
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I is from the epithet Moſean or Moſaic; "which 
88 — the laws, to the uſages, and to 
the hymns of ancient Egypt; and from the epi- 
the inſtitutes of Upper Aſia, that have been fabri- 
cated the Muſes or Muſei *: the Moſeſes, the 
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Va where the ſame impreſſion: on the human mind. 


Mr. Pluche, although he has actuvioledget* the 
origin of the Muſes, or Miſſoi, euaſtvely faxes: over 
Moſes. The like may be ſaid of Ments, Minos, 
and Numa, who, from their names firnifying. legifla- 
tion, have been flyled legiſlative kings. "Hance alſo 
are derived the bymns of Orpheus, ſinging the enemy 
of the world e thrown upon his back.” A great 
Poet was mae by perſonifying the characteriſtic epithet 
of ſaid hymns. The Canticlet of Apollb, the vitte- 
rious gon, and great muſician ;; ;* the pſalms of” king 
Davi i, "the. great finger, and the only conquerar le 
Fer ever hat, ought , both the” one and the other to 

have the fame origin. Apollo fe renifes the deftroyer, "the 
conqueror of "the enemy, "becauſe he had combatted with 
the ſerpent Pytho, a monfier fprimg from the deluge; his 
canticles telbrate# tie victory he had obtain 
bit. Davidir ra#ically derived 2 Aved, Avadden, 5 
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into poets. who had ſung, as is reported, the ori- 
| — — wards, or ant. ——— ſome of 
water, 2 — 
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na ” 3 conſtantly moves upon the dark 
traces of the natural hiſtory of the world: it was 
after infinite hardſhips and ſufferings, that they | 
received their laws upon mount Sinai, in the 
mit of nature all convulſcd.. bs 4 | 


„ that land of Angullb, adi 10 had 
fo long dwelt, was almoſt entirely exterminated 
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the world, and the coming of the great judge. Their 
title moſt commonly implies ©* far the end; an expreſe 
fron. which has heen but. little under fied bitherto, ad 
well as many other _obſcur Maſſages i in the pſalms, that, 
bowever, will all vaniſh,” the moment tue wean our 
thoughts from David, or the Meſſiah, to ſubſtitute i in 
their Aead an allegorical and commemerative perſenage, 
commenaretiue-. of inſtrustian, concerning what was 
paſt, as well as what was to. come. Such among the = 
A and was the death and refurreZtion of Adonis, 
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by fire, by water, by darkneſs, by peſtilence; by 


famine, and every apoca 
very Hebrews, before they had penetrated into the 


wertched county whichi they eme — 


ſuch exceſſive dry that a new — ſuc- 
ceeded, and that all thoſe who had ſcen their for- 


mer habitation, did not inherit the new one. They 
were continually deſtroyed in a ſavage and arid 
land, either by fire, or ſwallowed up in gulphs, ot 
aſſaulted by giants, or dragons, or afflicted with 


hunger and thirſt. They were ever wandering, 


and pouring forth inceſſant complaints and groans, 


Pray, s not tis the veritable fine of th 
— bnd the antient world: to the new, 
which it is very apparent the Hebrews laid hold 
on to appropri ate it to themſelves, in order to 
make porticular  anecddfes 0 to . 


I their own marvellous n ä 
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but reſt ſatisfied in making this farther remark, 
| that the hiſtory of their miſeries, and of their fa- 
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lage into the land of Promiſe immediately 
; s their hiſtorical account of Theocracy 
amongft: them; as the ancient e of the 
world had preceded the mann ic 
conſequent to them. + of ff bart area 
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vn * 


We have now eee ſeen, in part, what 


have been the moral and hiſtorical errours with 


* * 


which theocratic ſocieties were infected, by 


ing up the depoſit of the laws, and of authority, 


to the prieſts, as officers of the ſanctuary, and 


miniſters of the ſovereign great Judge. And er- 


rours to the full as abſurd and deplorable have been 


derived from the tributes, which the people 
thought it a duty to pay them. It is very pro- 
bable, that in the infancy of ſociety, no other 


impoſts; or tributes, were paid to the fupreme 
Being, except the firſt fruits of the earth, which 


they rectived ftom his beneficent hand; and that 
faid/ homage was rather an exteriour act of grati- 


. 


tude than a real tri 


ate, which is not wanted by 


the ſupreme Diſpoſer of things. But matters 
were quite altered, when, from an univerſal Be 


ing, he was contracted into the particular ſove- 


reigu over each aſſociated body. 
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e tythe of their goods, of the crop of their lands, 
bas of their A6cks. ” From 'a"ConviAtion of their 
dolding every thing from the 260 


S 


of che zeul with which every one haſtened to 


offer up all that could contribute to heighten the 
ſtate and; magnificente of his monarch; nay, it 


offer up themſelves, their family, and their child 


dren. They thought they might, without any i 
diſhonour, profets themſelves "the '{hkvyes of that 


power by whom we were all created free ;-'and 


thereby man degraded: himſelf into the ſubject, 
ypGcritical: prieſthood ; but not 
of the deity. Theſe greedy miniſters devoured 


alone whatever gifts were brought to the temple, 


and devoutly ſhared: among themlelyes-the viſible 
tythes paid to the inviſible ſovereign. Through 
— of the kingdom of heaven, they erected 
's of the kingdom of the 


es into the rul 
and their avatice being in x 


the ſunplicity of che people, no — were x 


; 1 laid to enſnare their pious * 


dneſs of weite 
Divine maſter, à judment may” eaſily be formed 
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Fon the ſake of form and n prieſs 
eee ſanctuary the gifts 
of the people; to ſlaughter before the monarch- 
deity the animals that were offered up to him, to 
make an effuſion of their blood in his preſence, 
and to roaſt and burn a part for his bonour and | 
intention. Although this ridicuious and barba- 
|  yous uſage deprived. the prieſthood but of a ſmall 
portion of their prey, it rendered that order of 
men familiarly acquainted with blood: hence they 
became mercileſs butchers, and the temples were 
debaſed into nden aner, mance a wo |} 


9 time, — — of & ani 
mals, and continued ſtreaming through many 
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and Judaiſm, in order to diſeover therein the ori- 
gin of theſe ſacrifices, perpetually offered in the 
8 flocks.” The firſt intent 
lade a to gene chat ee — eat up „ | 
4 1 | the | | 
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the'vitims that were offered to him. The Greeks 
and Romans, in times of any public 
uſed in the like manner to aſſemble their aides 
round:a table, on ae exquilite'viands 
3 ed. Thus we ſee, that this uſage, which 
had ben us firſts but a figurative ceremonial to 
maintain, in every point, the exteriour of the ſu- 
pernatural government, arrogated to themſelves by 
the prieſthood, was literally underſtood, and the 
Divinity being thus treated like a mortal. being, 
was at laſt forgot, and eee 
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"th nocd which ** nw this bbs. Fee 
3 all did) preſerved, however, a remembranet 
of the primitive times, when temples were inno- 
cent of blood - ſned, and where no other offering 
was preſented to the Almighty, but a tribute of the 
firſt fruits of the earth, and of their poſſeſſions 
which proves, that bloody ſacrifices were, as I 
have obſerved, but one of the ridiculous abuſes 
crept in by degrees. Ot 4 the nations in the 
world, there — eee ene 
in i the affrightful. parade of human victims; a bar- 
darity that ſcares conception, toe never have 
been ſuffered among the nations, if they had not 
"been previouſly habituated, by affiſting at the fre- 
| 091 eee wy een Tone 
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that-the Divinicy loves and ei 
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What good proteſtant but deteſts the horrours prac- 


A 2 9 gh of 
dane ae aue. Plutareh 1 * I thata 
method of adoring the ſupreme Being . What a 


viflionour'is! reſiected on the Divinity, by ſuppoſ- 
ing dum thirſty of human blood, er 
ter ar even capablelof exacting, or be 

wich ſach acrifices? Ae erben and the 


Seed as bs u et00993602 n ene 
zg bad ved: : ine % 50 en nos 


next blow. Was —— — 

throats of men, and let Ioaſe the purple tanrent of 
that blood, which, according to their hellifhi doc- 
— — aw: 5 


g, kan de ſald to be tlie Baſis of 
the chriſtian religion, when preſerved in its purity. 
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one o thoſe nien called Pagans, and wagen Would 

even pu ale the moſt orthadox' chriſtian teachers to 
explain (if not warranted by the true prophets; the 
word of the moſt high and by facredrrevelationg 
d of by none but abandoned infidels) why 


the/blood of all mankind, being infuſicitht to ap. 


1 3 Deity,” nothing leſs thai” an ef- 
| of divine blood: "was jo deed adequate. 13 


m sid 10} zi 23603 ou 
LET not any p wretch hare to altert, 


that this was a reſining on fanaticiſm, an 
rours above delineated : : NO; this is a. myſtery, if 
not conceiyable IM our weak. ſenſes, * th fodes 
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profundity! O altitude! O impenetrability of the 


une f u. Detry' 1.” 
Nut tenths which were but * de * 3 
| the he of the ſupreine Being w were employed 
to ſupport the prieſthood in their luxurious 
pride. They became their anne ed property, Jure 
dees . e and Wrreas under a 
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Dis 4, as * ſroereign 3 3 but when the Jews changed 
this 
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Wl Gere fs, and n ec , were | 
pinks found it thi inveſt to extend al fuch 3 
— rr e — — for the. a 
| Judge, © ! m for 94s miniſters. 1 


"_- 


Tax ie another itil 1 might expatiate 
upon, which is the numerous detail of moveables 
and utenfils that were devoted to the monarch- 
deity; but fo fingular an inventory would carry | 
We ute oat arcs oe Beit ſufficient | 
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this myflic form nn ad 22 en 5 
the * received the tenths, 5 
| Book of Kings, chap. vii. er I | | 


AUA 1197 £2 
ee ordinances-of all the ancient nations, are 
deriuad in part from the ſimplicity of their age, (as new 

tber lau nor magnificence tuas known among them; 
tbe only praficab'e e decorations that could, in thaſe times, 

be inſiſlad on, was for the people's preſenting themſelves. 1 

4 4 þ megane * l gs korn that TAs, 
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here to premiſe, that their cattle, their bucklers *, 
their arms, Md even the entire” flocks of black 
| cattle and horſes, &c. that had been conſecrated 
to their gods by all antiquity,” were, in the pri- 
mitive reign of theocracy, the equipages and do- 
mains appropriated to the inviſible-monarch, and 
were particularly employed in certain feſtivals, 
during which it was 3 that the ebene was 
en en en. 7:26 gf 


1 "Yom. us now 7 proceed to one of the moſt fl 
effects derived from theocratic government. 


0 ** 

hs CES * 
+7. 4 

„ 2 


* "WT * 


. * — «% ES 9 * > at td —_— a S —” — 


with an extreme cleanneſs of their perſons 3 becauſe the 


leaſt foulneſs was an aft of indecency, puniſhable by the ; 


law : and as imagination is ever fertile t6 create ſuch, 


1 fuperſiition i is a zealous aſſiſtant to encreaſe the mums 


ber, n in the hot clamates. > . 
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T is W " 
idea of 2 great, powerfuly immenſe, and; at 
the ſame time, inviſible Being, without the auxil⸗- 
lary intervention of ſome ſtriking and ſenſible ideas 
and compariſons, that 1 it was found almoſt unavoid- 
$4 cies, to n 4 s rpteſetlon 
quently brought into 1 than in our days, be- — ” 
cauſe, that independent of his name and quality of 
the God-head, He was, moreover, king: where | 
fore, frequent mention was Py er him in al! 

the acts relating to pollty, or to relizion. - His. | 
edlicts and decrees were manifeſted every where + | 
his laws were obeyed, tribute was paid to Hin. 8 
His officer Sz his palace, were objects viſible to | 
every eye, and even the — — 
his abiding wes pointed out to them; where 


they ſoon gave it an inmate. Some placed aka 
a common, others a ſculptured, ſtone ; ſome the 
image of the ſun, others that of the moon: other 
nations exhibited there an ox, a goat, a dog, a 
and the IIs ſigns of the monarch- 

RN deity. 


mere be off with all the ſymbelical 6h- 
ol a deſty and a king. They were een 
all the ſublime titles belonging to him, whoſe em- 
blems they were. It was before them that the 
praiſes of, and che prayers to, the ſupreme Being 
were offered up; that all acts of polity, or of 
religion, were performed; and, in nne, all the 
ceremonial of theocracy. Let not the reader think” 
mankind as yet far gone in idolatry, this is _ 
peels e * ennie i 
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* ene hverid opinion, rind 155 
| bike of their own accord, by premeditated de- 
ſign, and that they ever could form a rational ſyſ- 
tem for ſo doing, and executed itafterwards. Such 
an opinion is as contrary to philofophy;as it would 
prove diſnonourable to humanity,” I ſtill more 
heartily reſect the opinion of Cumberland *, and 
| of Tome! other authors, who have almedat proving, 
that idolatry was eſtabliſhed upon Earth through 
Hatred of juſt men, and of the ſupreme Being. Ne 
ver was the human race ſo far abandoned in its moſt 
e Tous Rane” a8 . have — pr all know 
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1 4 1 who- commented on the Pap 
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ceptibly, aa bag ata it's) as dither | 
Afterwards dwindled into ſlaves, without having 
Harboured — eee eue thrale 
- dom. +5454 2:13 Tore 22.5 * Die ] 
ks not ink; . 71 N iin eie | 
Tas primitive eie of man was no 
and his love for Unity was gradually overcaſt 
perceptible progreſs, through the forgetfulneſs of 
tus of an exteriour worſhip 3 through the 1 ſuppo- | | | 
ſitions neceſſary to be made for the better ſupport- a 
ing a ſupernatural government; and ee 
neglect of inſtructions of che utmoſt. in Ces 
Thus, in a worſhip and a polity, entir 
tive, theſe, inſtru 1 becauſe | 
_ the-ſacerdotal order, by which they ſhould be given 
was itſelf in a ſtate of 8 nay, was be- 
— — wong f as the people, and cer 


- tainly more covetous, : as they were more immedi- 
ately intereſted than the people to ſee a multiplied 
enereaſe of the tributes, and of the d victims; as 
Alloa, PUR auer 0. — to be 
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made to, as well as of the: emblems of che m- 
narc-deity. The like hoppened a long time af. 
you — 5 anobagni ian - ids A et 
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that every nation having rendered its god a viſible 
monarch, more through ſimplicity than any, idola- 
trous intereſt, deported themſelves, for ſome time, 
in the preſence of his emblems with Ra Su 2 


cautious 2 


1 in our tribunals of juſtice, before the 
place che picture of the ſove- 
reign; which a "ad to mind every inſtant by the 
reſemblance, and the royal "robes, the true ſove- 
reign, who, though nov viſible in perſon there, is 
very well known to exiſt elſewhere, and to abide 
in ſuch a palace, where. he 1 may be approached, it 
there ſhould j intervene any neceſhity of having e- 


courſe to his N Such 2 Jens, cannot de- 


od bn France, 
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ad:commemorative object. Such, doubt⸗ 
— firſt images of the deity. If our 
| forefathers" were notwithſtandin Het-imoerreur 
thereby; if, through a terles of time, they 1 
ſight of their firſt intentions, the reaſon is ob- 
vious, it was not ſo eaſy for them to Dane the 
deity n * 


r beg en ben gie Nine ain 
1 y ; wide affinity could chere be betwixt 


che reigning deity and all the different effigie that 
had been made of it? There could be no other 
affinity but an imaginary one, and of mere con- 
vention , ge" with n * adherent con- 


ee 
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»* Monk ud really: ie e. 1 1 
becauſe the deity provides for, our ſubſtence, fame. choſe 


a bm by.th ar that labours, or the cow that : 
gives mull. A he. ugh and ſees Taler. @hers 
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Frets 2 7 who were more river — F Veen 4 
 Invabledve that the deity could not be reprefanted by any 
figure, yet wre deſirous; through the meant of fimple 
ng to elevate their though to ae on certain times 
4 ticular | 


* tat £5, L * 


Tat /ORIGIN'or»DESPOTISMF. 132 


ſequence of degrading the deity, or the monarch, 
from the! firſt ceſſation of accompanying- ĩt wich 
inſtructive explanation. Hence, the worſfip and 
the polity, from ſimple, which they ought to be, 
became compounded and allegorical. Hence, the 
 facerdotal agents ſaw the neceſſity of their num- 
bers being encreaſed. and how much the people 
ſhould ſtand in need of their miniſtry. There 
was formed at that time a new and capricious 
ſcience, appropriated to the prieſthood,® WhO were 
ſtill careful to render it more difficult for the com- 

mon underſtanding, in order to enhance their own 
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ticular uſeful plants, or even a flone. ' But the greateſt 
number made choice of "the 2 the mum: theſe tobe 
had made their choice of a flone, and other inanimate 
ſubſtances, to remind them of 'the deity, © anointed them 
with ail e this ceremony, which-in after-times, caruert- 
ed into an idolatrous conſecration, cuas originally meant 
but as a mark io diſtinguiſh thoſe objects from all athers 
of. the ſame kind; and, ta now. them readily, ne 
the flaius of ail therein were not effaceable, It tuat, in 
proceſs of time, imagined, that this manner of annint= 
ing communicated a virtue, nor nor has i ig fince been prafiiſed 
(in the pepifh ia ) but with that ridiculous in- 
len. . 
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deem heine — n 
n v en. — reli- | 
ae through a myſterious obſcurity, — 
tinguiſhed it entirely; for, inſtead of revealing the 
divinity..to mankind, ſo ſincerely wiſhed for by 
them, the pricſts rendered them idolators; and 
reſervꝛd for; themſelyes the meaning and interpre- 
tatien of all the embletas, of all the allegories, 
and all the fymbolical = op took 
e ee e, e e 


- From this depraved fountain were 5 the | 
_ different theological and barbarous jargons to ei- 
| ther perplex, or explain away what in thoſe days 
were called ſacred writings. (ſomething like this 
popery). wich all thoſe hieroglyphical apparatuſes, | 
e ee Rennes” neee een Z 
booked upon as their Gel lt hi W 


able property the depoſit of the religion of man- 


kind; and pretended to hold by a divine right the 
public miniftry of it, with which they bad yu 
deen entruſted I by t their Tellow-citizenis, vi 
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Maxx ix being ſeduced by low and impercep- 
and of his ſovereign, gave headlong into every 
abſurd ſyſtem. For, if all the nations had, at 
leaſt, agreed to adopt for their ſign of the reigning 
Deity, the fame object, and the ſame ſymbol; the 
unity of worſhip, although degenerated, would 
have been preſerved the ſame” all over the earth: 
but as we have already obſerved, ſome made 
choice of one ſign, or emblem; others of a diffe- 
rent one, whether under the figure of the ſun, 
of the moon, of a horſe, of an ox, Cc. The 
Supreme Being was adored every where, though 


in a different manner, as to the exteriour, by 
Which he was nene. a perceivable * a 


Evzxr nation accuſtomed itſelf to-revere the 
emblem it had choſen, as the  trueſt and moſt fa- 
cred ſymbol: of the divinity... Each of them after- 
| wards beheld therein the true deity and the only 


- monarch; and the emblems being different in alt | 


nations, how could they have imagined that they 
had all but the ſame _ and Jn he was g 


ew the __ 10 an 


1. n 
| ard by it they explained. 10 the chriſtians of the frimi- 
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Tat unity of the nations being broken off, 
the then univerſal religion was extinguiſhed, ant 
2 general fanaticiſm/ lid into its place, that in 
each country erected its particular ſtandard. Each 
people looked upon its God, and its king, as the 
only true, and believed themſelves alone poſſeſſed 
of the true religion of their forefathers. Each 
nation believed itſelf to be the ſole truly religi- 
dus, and the ſpecial favourite of the Supreme 
Being: and hence no other veſtige of the ancient 
right remaſned but a fatal impreſſion that egged on 
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erer > adds ay ſuch * e was - to be obs 
ferued in their di ferent worſhips. Their Chriſtian an- 
 taganiffs looked upon ſuch a ſolution as a newly invent- 
e device of the pagans, to palliate their worſhip of 
. demons. Dey may now be judged of by this work, 
and by the "words ef Plutarchy p. 37 and 3383 
* At the ſun, the moon, the heavens, the earth, the 
Fa, are common to all men, but under different names. 
 accerding to the, difference of - nations and languages z 
thus, although there be but one only. Deity, and aus 


providence that governs the univerſe, and hath under 
 -bimeifferent ſubaltern miniſters; yet to this deity, which 
is the ſame, i rent names are given, and a di 2 
bomage ts paid,” accerding to the laws. and ö ** 
ama 1 LEA - 
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A people 10:aſpire: 10/ the uiniverſabehindrcipy 
becauſe it was really due to the'Supreme Beings 
_ revered by each people as their monarch, under 
he prieſts, chat particular God: whoſe miniſters 
F ce ies 
enemy of all the neighbouring gods; and ere 
ſtrangers. They made their people ſeparate them- 


ſelves from all others, and to forbid an entrance 


on their frontiers. Thus men at laſt became, 
by their birth, by their ſituation, and by their re- 
ligion, the declared enemies of each other. From 
this dire ſource the world was overflowed with all 
thoſe blood-ſhedding and prieſt-begatten animoſi« 
ties, which fince that accurſed epoch have ſpread | 
devaſtation 1 the: ty ns under the ſacred 

ae man: 14. e et wa 
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Ai object well work of our attention ow pre- 
ſents itſelf, to wit; ſo ſimple was idolatry in 
its origin, that it might have readily, been ſet 
aſide or preyented, by the leaſt inſtruction, from 
the ſacerdotal tribe, had they been well diſpoſed to 
promote the welfare of mankind- It is true, ing 
deed, they ere ignorant and idolatrous them, 


oY 2 : 5 never 


of what ancient date the ſpirit of intolerance is. 


never had been , the ſublime propht — I 
they, I ay, cantion a the people of the neighbours 
ina perpetust ſtate of — Inſtead of . 
nually bounding forwards into futurity, would it 
flambeau of enquiry upon what had paſſed before 
Gaze: time. without ae: ä in * 
nations; en — en 3 
if they were real beings ? why; with the leaſt in- 
anton (which would have ſufficed) did they not 
nannihilate them. The deity of theſe aſſumedly 
inſpired re age they 1 ins as * 
Aoud for ret ee eng es puniſh 
the nations, and to break their idols, could not be 
the true I. if it was more of e to him to 


& 


"Ie fk e ene hw cx 
ly were fown the fatal ſeeds of religious wars, and 


Tr is therefore a falſe and groundleſs charge againſt 1 
chriſtianity, to aſcribe to her the engendering of 
that furious monſter. It would not be a difficult 
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matter to probe; that aImoſt all the wars [whe 
. 
mn ; bas ee 
1 ed i S184. 717 


— — 
| he: makes mention in the fifteenth ſatire, of the 
ſuperſtition, and civil wars between to nations 
of Egypt, Who, he ſays, had an implacable ha- 
tred for the gods of their neighbours, each being 
dane n wa n —— eln 


7 e vicinorum | 
, Odit utergue locus, cum-foles credat babes 
| Aden mov ith ai. 
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<< Such 2ealous fury rag d in ev'ry breaſt, 
* To hate their neighbours prov'dreligion's teſt ; 
To hold their temples and their rites abhorr d: 
FRE a ens ev'ry . but thoſe Aeon: 5 0 


eee be now! & vikytitichs a inftrattive 
reſearch to enter iuto a ſcrutiny both of the anti- 
quity and of the religion of all nations, in order 


to examine therein the ſingular expediencies, and 
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of the great judge, and the laſt judgment, and of 
the life hereafter. Theſe intereſting dogms, al- 
Ons were never oP 1 


4 Y 


nai... a3. ii . | 


2 This 3 w-unke the inne er the ſa- 
preme Being, which ſound reaſon never objeRted 
to, with his . viſible emblem, all ſuch ſtupid and 
ſenſeleſs idols were kept ſequeſtered in the ſanctu- 
ary, which to approach was rendered not only 
difficult but terrifying to the vulgar. The very 
name of the monarch- deity was kept a ſecret, and 
the impoſition was ſoon carried to ſuch a pitch, 
as to make the people believe that who ſhould dare 
to pronounce it mult die. | | 


* * * E 2 7 
F 4 . 


To ſorm ſome kind of agreement between the 
ceremonial and the antient >xpeCtation of the great 
judge's coming at the end of time, which expecta- 
tion, indeed, was become degenerate into one re- 
gulated by the aſtronomical and aſtrological pe- 
riods, a neceſſity aroſe of imagining inviſible de- 
ſcents of the great judge. ing the. 
end of years, and other and ſabbatical 
revolutions. The emblems. y were e 8 out of 
their en to be dee e exhibited. to the 
4 121 | ＋ . 
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Neoples ones in a year, or once in a centurys ac- 
ording to the different uſages ; and thoſe einblems' 
or erhülbitions were made under the-myſtis coves 
of a il ſometimes of an artificial darkneſs; 
es in the midſt of terrour-ſtriking'attris 
butesz to infuſe a greater awe. Hence, to ſome; 
theſe ſolemn, days were. days. of terrour; th others, 
they were days of conſolation and rejoicing 3 and 
for the aggregate of the people, we were ef 
of a moſt extravagant 1 aun 
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1 1 eee of e e 
| have always imagined," and imagine fill, that"th# Feat 
judge then proneunces judgment i in heaven pon all Ur- 
rals, uni this they affien as'a reaſon for all the aufteri- | 
tie preached "by _— that lime. "OY" Coram.” 
vol. iii. „ ane. 
u Many people are e 3 
in conſequence» have periodic repentances eee. 
ces adminiſtered 10 them rum the day, iy Me | 
of t rigſis. Ye Fapaneſe-call a curtain mouth in 
dei year, The, Month ef the inviſible Arni ual of be 
Gods. In the Cbriſtian pat > there is a mib nl 
— which is the fame: thing. and lite that of a- 
whoſe: fir/t motive tuns ta prepare omg ſehf for the 
— ment f the end of the years. ſam the arrival f the = 
Areat ite aui fo W 5 
9 v3 ANT) | 
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— 3 (chat is, the — hu- 
man 'fleth, as Jupiter, r. uſed to de fer their 
A n red dee was 
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6b. their Lent in the "FT? which * is talen 
| Lapin oem eee 1% begin 
2 2. 1 nm 9 nas eee 
form So the manth Rey, e ER Vt 
4 Trichinapaly the deity. Brama deſcent once cach 
ear into the paged... OR eee 
preten , Nel. 
 Cerem. col. vi. „ "RN ah 7 


At. Jagbinat, 2 nee auh; a a er 
Farth Gen hi temple once a per; and the pe e 
thithen fein the extremeſt part of India. De ic, 
placed pom a huge triumpſal cur, is carried through the 
city 3 and cruſbeth under its tarriage whedls all w2alets | 
whaſe hagatted frenzy" infligates them 'to"undergo fuch a 
nnr uus ſelf-oblation; bur extremely happy, in their 
fenſes\ I e yerſon ſo huky" ar to ſuffer death that 
mumnlùr omrhr d, breanſs"it'i5 "a "day of Fein, 
airing . 
* Cerem. vol, vi. 
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as had to hh Amtes "(as abſurd as 7” 
pioils) of a deity With xt6ls mittter; with aniinals; 
with men and worden. Thus by meaning to Tip 
to the fupernatural heights of this religion the- 
found — — into the lovoſt 
—— 22080 1 eln: 271 3617 Ebbe 1124 tk 
nemo hie of leon Aer 
. *$308} die 22 141 Won bags s mol Wen 22281 
io zaswhi ac H MARY poinnz ni ba 
25 e Fapantſe diuiniticte l 0 58 hi, 
quit. neither their temples nor ther forinety; but once. in 
an age, and then there. is a Jubilee all over the PEEP | 
Nel. Cerem. vol. vi. 9175 42 bog bo | 
Wit boog chin bo 
Luan informs 15, that even in 45 time, e 2 
1 merations of the delu e wwere celebrated in the temple of 
the godde fs of Syria, "From whoſe January be "Wo, 
carried forth” ante d year, " actimifaitied ly all "the 
Ledi, to pay 4 unfit to 165: Fowl Fiſh, in'a lake, 
Jupiter ſpoke! firſt; but the goddeſs; apprebenſroe) teſt 
bar. fiſb ſhould die on rhnt day, were be to ſee Fapiters 
| Provinied on the king of | the Ueltiosy, by ſoothing and 
 entreaty, ic turn Bacall. All the ceremonies began with 
| alar ms and terraur. 227 violent acts of. penutent! : 1er 
 votiqn ware perpetrated, The zealots tare f. 'eniſelves 
g 55 the moſt cruel mapner: but the 're-appe: rance of Tu 
piter brought back Joy and Pleaſure ; ; the day was con- 
_ cluded with feafting and exuitation. It is obvieus,” rb 
| this was an abſurd allegory of the SOA of the great 
 Fulige at the end of time. 


EF 
7 


Find, alſo qui \Ombolca way mul by the 
ration; new ——— fables were ern 7 
cated in conſequence. All the different ſymbols. 
of thoſe commetnerations of the hiſtory of nature, 
were inſenſibly changed into illuſtrious perſonages, | 
to whom were aſctibed great adventures, chequer- 
ed with good and evil fortune, with greatneſs : and 


miſery ; ; 'becauſe dhe anecdotes of the ruin, and te. 


eſtabliſhment. of. the world blooming. with A new ; 

complexion, ere neceſſarily became their legends. i 
r fo far intereſted themſelyes. in behalf of 
that they ſoon con- 

| Gundel . r of the great judge, 
5 which thereby were loſt i in the crowd: and now theſe, 
now thoſe appearing and diſappearing at the ſame 

time, induced people to forget there Was any dif- 
ference between them, and to think that the by 
all meant the fame object ; and therefore 1 er 3 
hem all with, the RL ig POO OY A A | 

"O's WR, ALONE Wer was, * 
W \s ee gen * e 8 run 
n 20 aer, n hi 550 wo . 
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of the b was. ornamented with all 
the hiſtorical details of the commemorative feſti- 
vals. The obj ect of adoration was the ſun extin- 


guiſhed and Ae The world deſtroyed as 


renewed was publicly worſhipped © under the 
names of Ofiris, Atys, Adonis, Bacchus, &c. it 
being then generally imagined that thoſe gods 


had formerly deſcended upon earth, to do good to 
the human race, to civilize and to give them 


laws; that they had undergone great hardfhips 
dari: their human life; that they had been 
cruſhed by powerful. enemies, but that after an 
ial cruel death, they manifeſted themſelyes 
a_glorious reſurrection. Thus, by  degre: 


N and credulous antiquity plunged from er- * 


rour to errour, preparing a new fangled idolatry 
for the ages to ſucceed : for the uſages whence 
theſe abſurdities ſprang, had primitively in view 
to form inſtitutions premonitory of what was to 
come, as well as coinmemorations to remind people 
of what had paſſed; wherefore, it became a received 


notion, that in thoſe falſe hiſtories, in this dis, 
gui ad worſhip were exhibited the future events, 
the hardſhips, ' and the greatneſs of thoſe chime- 
ical perſonages that uſurped in the minds of | 
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th people the. place of the. 


8 * 
>} + * 


| evil nod of good, as they who. formerly bare thoſe 


names had experienced. Every nation had its N 
particular expectancy, and was ready at the firſt 


alarming call. from heaven, to run into any new 


fanaticiſm, and Rill greater F . of miſ- . 


taken religion. 


Tus Romans: notw.ithſtanding their ſo much | 


boaſted republican ſpirit, were, in Cicero's time, 


in expeQation of a king foretold by the Sybils, as | 


s to be found in the book of divination, written 


by this great philoſophical orator. The calamities 
of the republic were to be the fore-runners of his 
coming, and univerſal monarchy the conſequence. 33 
This anecdote of the Roman hiſtory has never 
been ſufficiently attended to, and people are in ge- 
neral ignorant how inſtrumental it was to all the 
great events at that period of time ende in 1 | 


| fainous republic. ; OS 
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A one time a conqueror Was: W by 6 the . 
Hebrews ; at another a being undefineably happy 
and unhappy. They are ſtill in expectation of 


*** 


fe Ar new a=: a new 1 a” Rl — — | 
tined to undergo the ſame viciſſitudes of 
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him, accom panied with an Eliah and an Enoch, 
eee ee 
lied. I, T3171 1 47 Dido 201 7101 215 23 


Gil 5 VIS +95 N G Ni 20d (BD 1g 
| Tun oracle of Delphos, as we read in Plu- 
ain was the depoſitary of an antient and ſe- 
eret prophecy, upon the future birth of ai ſon of 
Apollo, w ITY —_ 1 
had a numb benen which — e 
not, but that are, to us, the fame univerſal chime- 
ra; ſhe was parent of that folly inciting ſo many 
kings and princes affecting to be deemed the ſons 
of Jupiter. Nor have other nations given less in- 
to thoſe ſtrange viſions : the Perſians expe Ali - 
at the end of time; the Ohineſe expe Pheleg d 
Japaneſe Peyrum, and Combadoxi ; the natives f 
Siam expect Summona-Codom'y the Indians of 
the Mogul's empire expe& a deity in the form of a 
horſe. All the American nations expected the 
coming of the children of the ſun from the "eaſt, 
which might not improperly be ealled the pole of 
mankind's hope. The Mexicans in partieular e. 
pected to be re-viſited by one of their antient —4 
e te; n comph 
vera add it N65 iat 2 1: t28W. 1 
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tour of the world. In 
Which has not been actuated by ſome expectancy 
of this ſort, nor could the meaning thereof bo com- 


alized 4 4 \ 2 . * 
: 4 . 
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prehended, but that they are reciprocally explain- 


ed, the one by the other ; and that hy the concur- 


rence of different anecdotes there with annexed, 
they diſcover their having all primitively had for 
motive the expectation of the great judge, of the 


laſt judgments, and of a future life at the end of 


time ; whoſe ſymbols were corrupted and perſon- 
a Very rem 2 19294 667 Un, 


Ir is, nnen . a ee — - this 
2 the PRs ſymbols of | the 


ch ; deity, biota, — Hiſtory of al the, al, 
of all: the ancient kings, and of the legiſlators, 


reſemble each other, by ſo many particular features, 


which, chſtanding the diverſity of names, 
they * mean but the monarch deity, whoſe le- 
ds: are - adorned With the anecdotes of nature, 


Exprefied ebe e ſenſe mm of 


R belt ee eee "rag ie 
ons Way all eee ben re as one _ 
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her heroes, and her great men; therefore Macro- 
bius brings them all -back to the ſun, but others 
to Jupiter. The learned Huet views them all in 
Moles, without excepting one. Several commen- 
tators have deſcried them all in Abraham. Saturn, 
Mercury, Bacchus, Apollo, have been made gut 
Noah, Cham, Jacob, and David. In fine, all 
the pagan deities have been deſcried in the Hebre 
patriarchs, and all the Hebrew patriarchs are in 
a like man er diſcernible in thoſe pagan deities; an 
amazing chaos wherein all the learned have bewil- 
Aurel ahninbbide.s! and which is deducible' from no 
other origin but the variety of names, according 
to the languages, and according to the attribute of 
te ancient, and one only ſymbol of the theocra- 
tic king, that, ſelf-endowed as it were; with a 
prolific faculty, hath in ſo copious a manner peor 
e the annals of oat nations. 
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"Wren ladlatry is confidered in le HE 


nene, it will ſcarcely appear to be idolatry. The 
unity of errours throughout, diſcovereth to us every- 
where, 'as we advance in our reſearch, the unity 
of a primitive truth, rendered obſcure but wenn 
the variety of names and er thereon, 
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HE deplorable Aatb-into er 
_ US.-ortligion of mankind was ſunk, through the 
fatal- conſequences of the theocratic, apparatus, 
may enable us to form a judgment of all the irre- 
gularities with which polity and civil adminiſtra- 
tion muſt have been alſo diſgraced. Theocracy 
by making man idolatrous, made him alſo a ſlave, 
ſublimie a government may appear, whoſe leading 
point of view is heaven, which, it pretends to co- 
pY-after--as its model, can, nc landing, de 
productive but of, bad effects here below and po- 
' litical ediſices erected thereupon, i in confort ity to 
ſuch a ſpeculation, muſt inevitably have fallen to 
** ces, and have been the-coute ef ery great evils 


2 


* 883 falle ; As that vc al. 
ready ſeen in part, and under which theocracy had 
whelmed the human mind, there, ſtarted up two 
far more repugnant to the welfare of ſociety, al- 


though they had been oppoſed to each other in a 
rn N „ 
342 2 Tum 
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Tur imaginary picture of the happineſs enjo 
** in the celeſtial kingdom, gaye riſe to We | 


ideas concerning liberty, equality, and indepen- 
_ dence; On che other hand, the aſpect of a mo- 
narch- deity, ſo great, ſo immenſe, made man al- 
moſt drop into nothingneſs, induced him to de- 


| ſhould effectuate the welfare of ſociety was equal- 
iy lot: on-one gar it as propoſed to make ra 
more than he can, or ought to be, upon earth; 
and, on the other, he was made to degrade him 
Humanity, Thus, true man was no longer to be 
ſeen, and in cee 1 the — 
ur dhe un fiſting 


Tux deſign of the firſt men was doubtleſs to 

render themſelves happy by this ſublime perſpective 
of the heavenly kingdom; and there is ſome rea- 
fon to think, that they ſuccecded in part for a cer- 
ſince been celebrated by them as the golden age, 


1 che reign of juſtice. All the poets have emulouſly 


exhauſted s in ſinging the praiſes of that 
primitive n Every body was free in If- 
ach,” 2 the pe * mention is 

| ade 


ſpair, and voluntarily to ſet himſelf at nought, ©, 
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made of the Judaic theocracy, 4. Every body did 
as he e and led a life of independence *;” 


th fuck n times a _ nt 
| an deſcry the ſeeds of all the abuſes ſubſe- 
quent to them) have really | xi 2”, - it could be | 
only during the dawn of that myſtic age, when 
mankind, as yet deeply affected with the calami- 


ties it had ſuffered; was actuated with all the fer- 


your of morality and of religion, as well as with 
the heroiſm of theocracy. But this ſtate of feli 
city, and the reign of juſtice, were but tranſitory, 
becauſe ſaid fervour and heroiſm, which alone could 
keep up the ſupernatural tendeney of ſuch a go- 
vernment, are but a momentary virtue, mere fits 
of religion, which on our earth are never of long 
duration. | e 
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_ ſame is not to be expected of any earthly theo- 
cracy, becauſe under it the people cannot avoid 
nn liberty ʒ and where thoſe 


. Who command find it almoſt as inevitable to make 
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cen. Ttoi in 


ed their liberty into a ſtate of buceaneering, and 
deviated into a vagrant and abſolutely lavage life 


by the other, all the antient empires of the Eaſt 


ſuffered chemſelves to be wn er 1,44 
0 isn ih ly got 
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Tux pictures which 1 W 8 


ted to us of the golden age, of the ſimplieity of 


che independence in which pebple then lived; have _ 
always appeared to me to have ſo great an affinity 


with the ſtate of the Americans, that I cannot but 
be eaſily brought to think, that the fall of che 


theocratic government was the epoch of that kind 


of life which has been adhered to, during ſo many 


try: nor do I think that the theocratic govern- 


ment was, in its origin, ſo brutal and ſavage; 


8 but I repreſent. it to myſelf to have been too unſta : 
ble to have cauſed the Americans (Who appear to 


have been always more ſimple than all the other 


inhabitants of the earth) to fall into the enormi- 


ties juſt now mentioned, by rendering themſelves 


ndent, and ſavage. I am beſides in- 
clined to conjecture, that their manner of living 
1s rn ee. and is deducible more _ 


4 
* i 


„ probable, that this govern- 
ment was adnihilaced by thoſe two extremes; by 
the one all the ancient empires of the Weſt . 


ages, by all the inhabitants of that extenſiue oo 
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_ 2 — ng of nature 


* 
FW: 


an, ater 
ee eee, which are to be ſound among the 
moſt barbarous nations, concerning this religion, 
is in my ſenſe a ſtrong index of the origin of their 
fingular mi manner of — and is at the ſame time 


; ok is now, e ſooond! time, our 
— K f chriſtianity, which has in part 
What muſt have become of all thoſe 
n tte church; if pluces of we. 
tirement had not been built for them in the midſt 
of focieties, during thoſe times of frenzy, when 
the expectation of the heavenly kingdom made 
them renounce every thing upon earth; and, when 


tired A — r would fain be angels. 
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What is become of ſo many thouſand hermits, - 
who lived-then like mere-ſavages in the defarts of 
the Thebais ? Who knows if there exiſt not now 
in the deſarts of Africa ſome of their deſcendents 
bee _ human pany e 


. 3 * 
1 a $$ F* I * * 


Turns is a town of pa *, much. cele- 
brated, becauſe ſolely occupied by religious folks, 
within and without; ; there were above ten thou- 
ſand motiks, beſides twenty thouſand "virgins, 
without counting thoſe ſcattered on the neighbour- 
ing mountains, and they all amounted to more 
than forty thouſand. Now, if we were to ſuppoſe, 
that from this prodigious quantity, one out of 
every hundred diſguſted with their ſtate; would 
they not have furniſhed a ſufficient number of 
men and women to have peopled, for eighteen 

n yan poly ul age og with OTE. 


AlL attempts, here Mieth to 1 more than 
man, foon make humanity to diſappear. The 
religious communities diſſeminated afterwards thro 
all the different regions of the Roman empire, 
OE” furniſh us with" a — quite ra + to 


 # Beelefigh, His. vol. v. þ 25. 
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We - ſhould ————— in- 
ſtigated by the ſame falſe principles, make à tame 
ſacriſice of his liberty and his will and thereby 
lay the foundation of cloyſter -ſlavery, and monkiſh 


deſpotiſm. But it is ſufficient to have hinted 
this two-fold abuſe, and its principle. We muſt 


now continue our reſearch in a more ample held, 
to come at a knowledge of all the evils, produced 
by. Theocracy, and by thoſe govern ments that, 
like her, ou affected to imitate the Wa * 
r. „% 

| "Tron the der of, the. Eaſt — * er 
of the Orientals, we ſhould, be led to think, that 


in theſe. climates Theocracy has been leſs corrupt- 


ed by the buccancering ſpirit of the people, than 


by the tyranny of the miniſters. The {ymbols, 
the coffers, the arks, the idols with which they 


A oth the great, judge. were ; nothing. . But 


2 


were men, and. not 3 4 omg incapable of 


L abuſing. an adminiſtration | that, gave. them all 
power. Although the deity was declared, the only 


+ Lt ky 4s 


king of the people, yet, as there was neither 
pact nor convention between man and the deity, 


: * nr its Fa and 0 its very 
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deſpot ĩc government, of Which 
che great judge was the inviſible ſultan, and the 
prieſts, the vizirs, and the miniſters; in Plain 


u . the real n ie bim 


5 * 
* 2 5 * 
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Or _ the nn vices in Theses this 
was the greateſt, the moſt fatal and that which 


prepared the way to oriental deſpotiſm, and the 
horrible ſervitude which has been the dite conſe- 


quence. The reader muſt now be ſenſible chat J 


could never have conducted him to this fatal 
epoch, if before I entered upon the ſubject of this 


Kind ef government. I had not begun by inform- 


ing him of the moral and religious errours ſprung 
from , Theo 
him what had been the. cauſes thereof by diſplay- 
ing to him the cloſe- linked ien of . 18 8 


chain of human erours. en Bom nn 


15 — ä— was of berſelf, and 
from her birth a veritable deſpotiſm, it is, how- 
ever, not improbable, that the firſt ages knew not 


= abuſes that were made to flow from it, in after- 


times. Tbis we may the readier believe, inaſ- 
much as new eſtabliſhments are commonly ſup- 
ported by zeal; and a remembrance of it ſtill 


| ene which was held dear among all the 
| X 3 nations: 


racy; and if I had not unfolded to 
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nations: and alſo, chat the viſible miniſters were 
at firſt and continued for ſome time worthy of 
their inviſible maſter. But ſeeing that in the 
midſt of the ſervitude which now prevails, and 

has for ſo many ages prevailed throughout the 
Eaft, mankind is there univerſally tractable and 
tame, it muſt be alledged as a proof that the mi- 
niſters there muſt have made a bad uſe of their 
power, before the people made a bad uſe of their 


In acknowledement for the good ſervices ren- 
dered by prieſts at firſt, mankind muſt have grown 
by degrees accuſtomed to recognize in them a 
divine and ſupreme power. The wiſdom with 
Which their firſt ordinances were fraught, and 
the utility reſulting from the counſels which they 
gave at firſt, muſt have habituated ſociety to pay 
them obeiſance ; and every member thereof muſt, 
without any reluctance, have ſubmitted to their 
oracles and their revelations. Thus, by little and 
little, an extreme confidence muſt have produced 
extreme credulity. Society being prepoſſeſſed. 
that in the prieſts it was God who ſpoke ; that in 
them it was an immutable ſovereign who willed 
and commanded, muſt have looked upon itſelf as 
in duty bound not to reſiſt thoſe pretended organs „ 
e * 8 ef | 
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of the deity ; even when 2 eaſed 
and n actions were evil- 4 
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x into D Gowns let down by FARE to 
ſo irrational à plight, as to unknow their ſtate, 
their nature, and their digmity; nay, they were 
ſo far plunged in miſery as to no longer dare to 
raiſe their eyes towards heaven; and much leſs 


upon their tyrants. A blind fanaticiſm reduced 


them to the condition of ſlaves, and they were at 
length made to believe it their duty to [honour 
their deity and monarch, by degrading, and as it 
rn annih eee eee befocer im. ; 
eb no aut, Was whe —— of that vo- 
ey ſlaviſn ſubjection, 8 which human r na- 
Tore rn m — at e 
„Art the now derben 2110 preſent dicpoſttf- ti- 
ons of the oriental nations, in regard to their ſo- 
vereigns, are founded upon thoſe wretched preju- 
dices. They are made to believe, that the diadem 
is; by divine right, inveſted with the power of 
doing good and evil, and that thoſe: born to wear 
it are to think nothing impoſſible in the execution 


of cheir will and pleaſure” Wpen any of theſe - 


infatuated 988 feffer pain, or 1 rendered un- 
„ 1 * 


n : 


mn 
— 
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der the protection of thole ſacred prejudices which 


ſuperiour, they paſſively yield themſelves to the 
views of an inſcrutable providence; and in a 
thouſand devout and myſtical interpretations, they 
hunt for a ſolution of the unjuſt, and cruel pro- 


ceedings to which 198 my fall the my 


victims *. 


Tux theocratic prieſthood become deſpotie un- 


the nations were made to revere, failed not to fill 
the world with tyrants. The prieſts alone were 
the ſovereigns of the earth, and encouraged by non- 


reſiſtance, they arbitrarily diſpoſed of the property, 

of the honours, and of the lives of mankind. 
Although we are robbed, through time, of an ex- | 
act hiſtory of the theocratic ſway, where indeed a 


thick veil is thrown over the flagitious life indulged 


by its miniſters, we may diſcover ſome. features of 
it-in the Jewiſh theocracy, where it expoſes to our 


view 


* Favs 2 
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20" S The Turks are bred up in a notion, that their 


Salton may, without committing a ſfu, put — 
per ſoms to. death every day. They believe, that when 


their ſovereign orders any of his ſubjefts to ſuffer death, 


en, follows the ſpecial inſpirations 7 ene. 


vu ich to refit would be criminal. 
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view the abominable conduct of thy Hebrew r e 
towards . end of t * W. perth 2 


0 b 8 = Amiado Juſtice to 
people : they led a life of rapine and plunder: chap 


carried off by force, and devoured all the, victims 


which were brought to be offered up to the mo- 


narch deity,” whom they uſed but as a borrowed 
name. Their luſt: being equal to their gluttony, 
they lay, as the bible tells us, with the women 
that came to uch at be ent mn, the taber gar | 


cle. This: la 


glides ſo lightly Ys! 3 eee Fr any. detail 


of the conſequences, in an accurate hiſtory. of 


the prieſthood, would appear to have been fre 4 


ductive of mote than any other in all the nations, 
and even among the Hebrews themſelves, which 


they leave either palliated, or concealed from —_—_ 


under the veil of fabulous e 


The prieſthood WAS 5 arrived at ſuch a pitch of 
barefaced impiety, and unbluſhing infolence as to 
cover even their debaucheries under the cloak of 
the divinity. It is to the prieſthood the world is 

indebted for that new race of mortals who knew 
no other fire but the deity, but heaven, but the 
ſun, and the other gods; and no other mothers . 
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dy giving maſters to ma 
revolution, Which put an end to the celeſtial 
and gave its beginning to that of the Demi- gods, 
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but the r — or padde aſſociates. of 


It was then the nations 


beheld the Dads wb heroes make their ap- 
pearance upon carth. It was in conſequence of 


luſtrio _ and exploits! by them at- | 
hata d were influenced to change 


Sq antient . and government, and to make 


a tranſition from the reign of the gods, hom 
they never could ſee, to that of their pretended ſons, 


whom they tativ living and acting among them: 


ind, brought bu the 


a moſt ext 


reien all ſerious 2 — hitherto ima- 
enched fr . 
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＋ * HE people bing harraſſed ade 2 5 
lerable yoke impoſed upon them by the mi- 
niſters of the theocratic king, and tormented by 
the plundering tribes, which the diſorderly ſtate 
of the polity had ſpawned forth in all the nations, 
finally reſolved to ſecure themſelves from the af- 
ſaults of ſo many enemies, by making a reforma- 
tion in their government; and the wiſeſt ſtep 
they thought they could take was to return to 
the primitive unity, and put into the hands of 
one all the authority, which, until then, had 
been uſurped by the bree 8 WO 


e dla 1 the R to the 
other form of government which ſucceeded to it, 
might have been effected in the ſeveral nations 
of the world, at different periods of time; and 
the events which made it take place may have 

| been accompanied with different modifications and 
circumſtances. We might be induced to ſurmize 
that even from that very epoch the antient theo- 
cracies ſuggeſted the ideas of forming a republican 
ee, were it not that through the ſad ex- 
7 perience 
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perience of the evils ſuffered under the adminiſtra- 
tion of many, it ſeems. very - probable, that no 


ſociety at that time made choice of the republican 


' ſyſtem; therefore, I do not think, that to the re- 


volution above alluded to, the ob of the bo 
vernment can ever be aſcribed. ; 3 
n , the people were diſguſted with an 
adminiſtration of the prieſthood during the theo- 
cracy ; they, however, did not loſe ſight of that 


antient chimera. They always | retained a i pious 


= 


at their — — to them a king; : but imagined that 


in ſo doing they only made a reformation in the 


too numerous organs of the monarch-deity, 


whom they ſtill continued to look upon as their 


true and only king. The various nations of the 
earth took each to itſelf a king, for no other in- 
tent, but that he ſhould be the organ, the i image, 


and the repreſentation of the inviſible monarch ; 
in whom then, as until that time they always 
had done, they ſuppoſed the ſupfeme power re- 


ſided. This opinion is confirmed by the pompous 
title of, Image of the Divinity, which the kings of 


the earth took care ſhould be Preſerved to them. 


We ſhall ſce hereafter what this, aye. Was o1 rig 
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Fitter with ſuch preconceptions in the pre- 
ference of a government by one, we muy readily 
conelude, that the nations were as yet far from 
harbouring any ideas of republicaniſm ; und chis 
is the reaſon why, through remote antiquity; 
meet in hiſtorians with no other government but the 
monarchical ; a popular ſtate had as yet nb exiſt- 
ence even in idea. This is the caſe to- day through- 
| out all: the oriental regions; where the people 
annot be made to comprehend what our European 
eie e and which they look upom as mon- 
ſtrous ſocieties. This ptejudice is derived from 
no other ſource but the antient theocratie ĩdenss 
wel * never been Wr ee 


we may dans deduce a reaſon „ 
countries, the chief prieſt of the theveraty may 
have been enabled to become” himfalf” its Geſpot, | 
by depreſſing che inferiour orders that were depert- 
dent upon him. This ſurmize might be confirm- 
ed by the ſeveral ſtates of antient and modern 
Aſia, wherein the civil is alſo the eccleſiaſtic ſove- 
reign. Nevertheleſs, the union! 6f theſe” two 
powers maß Have been effected by another Guſe; 
as for inſtance, by a notion of this truth, chat A 
roy. being the firſt of the ſtate, ought 2 
„ | to 
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to be the firſt prieſt, as he is the firſt general, the 
firſt - magiſtrate; in a word, the firſt of all the 
different orders which compoſe ſociety ; whence 

it may haye happened that newly- inſtituted kings 
were at the ſame time declared the heads of the 
Ry —_— e were 1. of a 
kan * 11 8 en 3 woke a 
. was in all times ſenſible of the dangers 
attendant on many- headed power, in government. 
This truth, however, ſhould not hinder us from 
owning'that in many ſtates the revolution conſti- 
tutive of the civil authority in one perſon, left to 
the prieſts the diſpoſal of things ſacred, and of all 
articles concerning religion; we have ſtriking in- 
ſtances preſerved in the hiſtories of Japan, and 
of ſeveral other nations; but ſuch a conduct be- 
came for thoſe ſtates a ſource of diſſenſion, and 
diſpute between the two powers, they both pro- 
5 kite agninl.. title for their Frigning * 
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of, molt. of the nations, to be by them conſtituted 
their viſible maſters, were, in all likelihood (as we 
have e eee ae en demi- gods, and 


7 | heroes, | 
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heroes, ſons of- the ancient ee is kings that 
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THE meter the traditions of the mold 


remote antiquity, all which make their epochs ſuc- 


Cœed to that of the gods, ſheds ſuch an hiſtorical 
ght on "thoſe "mythological times, as good eyes 


muſt own the force of here. The rays emaned 


from the Divinity, Which the people fancied they 


beheld” in fach wonderful perſonages n muſt 


infuſed a profound veneration for them: on * | 


other hand, 1 int örder to ſupport this ſuppoſed dig- 
nity: of their birth, thoſe demi gods made it their 
ſtudy here to be Terviceable 3 and as by their birth 
we learn into what a grievous ſtate: polity and re- 


ligion were fallen, in their days; they took care 


not to let flip any occcaſion” of acquiring glory? 


and gaining the eſteem and affection of mankind, 


by waging war agalnſt tyrants, by exterminating 
public robbers, and by ridding the earth of all the 


ede with which it was infeQed.” 


TE „ Mahn LE rg 3 ** NA b. 1 
i ee mythology 3 in a particular 
manner, the gradation of theſe events, becauſe it 
was out of thoſe demi-gods, and thoſe herbes, 


that ſhe fabricated thoſe champions deſtructive o 
.robbers and-gjants.. adi: -thoſe. incomparably brave 


per- 
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perſonages, who, like the romantic adventures we 

read of in the antiquities of the Gauls, ran about 
the world for the love of mankind, in order to _— 
_ eſtabliſh, n where good e eee 


a MORE — e not ichſtandi * 
| the myſtic veils. with which. it is hung over, has 
not. been able to hinder us entirely from having a 
peep at thoſe antient truths. Several of thoſe he · 
roes and judges, who during the Judaic theocracy 
roſe up and exerted themſelves, from time to time, 
in order to extricate the people from their ſtate of 
ſervitude, into which their bad government made 
them fall every moment, were all the children of 
/ barren women, ſaid to be miraculouſly impregna- 
ted, after np invoked the Lord ens * wn 


"ip many — he that nid "4 God, ſuch 
ay inſtance was Sampſon, whoſe mother * Was 
rendered pregnant by the words of a man of God 
and Samuel, who was made an inheritor of vital 
light, in conſequence of the conſolation admini- 
ſtered to the wife of Eclana, by the chief prieſt 
Heli . Acts ſo indecent cannot be related with 
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more decency than they are in the bible: but he 
muſt be blind indeed, who does not through the 


whole perceive all the knack of . not to 
oy an ee one. | 


Tur 8 of thoſe kings, who in the pagan 
annals are made to ſucceed to the reign of the 
demi-gods, and of whom a third epoch is made, 
diſtinguiſhable from the ſecond, as the ſecond has 
been diſtinguiſhed from the firſt, to wit, from that 
of the gods, is not, as I opine, to be looked up- 
on as abſolutely diſtinct, and diſſimilar under the 
reign of the demi-gods: and kings. They were 
both men, eſteemed as repreſentatives of the Di- 
vinity; whereas, during the reign of the gods, 
the repreſentatives were nothing better than ſtones, = 
ſtatues, with divers other brute and inanimate ob- 
jets, which ſerved to call to mind the inviſible 
monarch, whoſe miniſters were the prieſts. _ 


Bur in order to elucidate the diſtinction made 
in the annals between theſe two laſt epochs, it 
may be aſſerted, that ſeveral generations were de- 
| ſcended from thoſe demi-gods, whoſe reign was 
extended all over the earth, under the title of, the 
Race of Gods, which they had inherited from 
their * origin; and that in r of time, theſe 
| | divine 
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divine races becoming extinct, their places were 


filled by other kings of leſs elevated birth, that is, 
meer mortals, without any heaven] y mixture. 


Be that as it may, it is, however, apparent, 


that theſe two epochs have been often confounded, 
and never had but a yague and undetermined diſ- 
crimination, becauſe the times whereby mytholo- 


gy is diſtinguiſhed from hiſtory, are very vague | 
and very uncertain, It is the uncertainty which 


mankind has laboured under in regard to the juit- 
ly determining ſuch limitations, that, in all pro- 


bability, hath intruded into the number of the 


kings of China, of Egypt, of Greece, of Italy, 


as well as of many other nations, and even of the 
Jews, a crowd of perſonages, whoſe fabulous hife _ 
tory ſeems to make them belong to the ”y * 1 


of the gods and * | 


TRE government of the monarch- deity, and 
the revolution which happened in the theocratic 
adminiftration, is covered over with a profound 
darkneſs amongſt all the nations, except the He- 


brews alone, in conſequence of their having been 


enriched with the ſpoils of Egypt, where we can 
diſcover many traces of their change, of the cauſes 
by which it was produced, and of its conſequences 


in regard to the world in general. 
"= WHEN 
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Wut r Sanuel was become old , ks rw fons, 
the one called Joel; the Strong God, the other, 


Noah, the Father God, were guilty of many ex- 


deſſes, and governed Ifrael in ſo tyrannical a manner, 
that the people being provoked to an infurrection, 
the elders aſſembled, and ſent a deputation to Sa- 
muel, to tay before him "their heavy. complaints, 

and to demand of Bin, f. n the name of the people, | 
a king that might govern i em, 1 might judge them, 


and march at the head of their armies. | Samuel 


thought it ineumbenk upon him to "repreſent to 
them, that, by ſuch a meaſure, they would be 


plunged into a more cruel thraldom: The king 


Hande 


whom ye demand, (said he) will carry o off y your chil- 


dren to make them his "menial officers and eunuchs. 


He will” Joad you with heavy burdens : : he will 
oblige You to cultivate his fields, to gather 3 in his 
harveſt, to fabricate aims for him, to work at 
making utenſils, and to procure him all the ſuper- | 

Auities of life. The king ye demand will ſeize 


| upon your fields, your « olive trees, and your vines, 


to fatis isfy his own avarice, "and that of his miniſ- 
fers. Your flocks will be his, all you ; poſſeſs 1 will 


be his, Ad yourſelves will be e's 
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| memorable : an occaſion, and upon which ſo many 

mments haue been ſince made. e and 
— have therein found an ample ſpace to 
pay their court to tyranny. Superſtition therein 
contemplated 2 ſubject worthy of her myſtieal re- 
veries z but the ſpirit of E * heocracy, by which it 
had been dictated, was unknown, to all. Samuel, | 
in delivering his. anſwer, did not attend to. the vaſt 
difference there was between the new government 
the people were deſirous of wh and * which 
it wanted to quit. 12 + x + 3 


"z S the former ſhape of government, faxed by - 
the orders of the monarch. deity, had been a reign 


during which it was imagined that there, exiſted 
nothing intermediate between God and the people, 
that the monarch was all, and the ſubject was no- 
ching; 10 Samuel, full of thoſe deceitful Princi- 
ples, ſpoke to the people alluſwely thereto, apply- 
ing t to the man- monarch whom they wanted, all 
the ideas annexed to the power and ſupreme autho- 
rity of the monarch-deity. , ye Even the very people 
paid 5 no attention thereto, : and without being ſcared 
at the odious picture which Samuel had exhibited 
to them, of the. chief they wanted, « No mat- 
ter {is ere cried) _ we muſt have a king to 

| march 


ES 
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march before us, and hem we may ſee combat : 


m_ n Wed 155 ame + 


Ix order to unfold the hottves of this G 
Hale conduct of Samuel and his people, and pre- 
vent the reader's being imbibed with ideas, that 
there had been nations, which voluntarily, and of 


| their own free choice; ſubmitted themſelves to ſta- 


1 very, it is neceſſary to recall here what I have ad- 


vanced in the preceding part of this work, that 


mankind, by rejecting the miniſtry of the prieſt- 
hood, did not for that renounce the plan of theo- 


_ cratie government, in which the monatch-deity 


was repreſented by ſymbols. © The people only 
changed the ſymbol, and inſtead of the ſeveral 
mute or inanimate figures, conſulted in that time, 

and of which the prieſthoo@ made fo great an a- 
buſe, by making them fpeak according to their 
own intereſt, it was deemed more expedient to 


have an active and living ſymbol, who, perſonally 


endowed with the organs of ſpeech, might make 
known, in a ſhorter and more l manner, the 
orders of the monarch- deity. „„ 


. the firſt election of kings, was 
not, ſtrictly ſpeaking, an election, but a reform 
in the m. and in the image of the divinity. 
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The firſt man on whom the people conferred. the 
honour of being the image, they conſidered as 
nothing: their imagination and thoughts were al- 
ways fixed upon the ſupreme and inviſible mo- 
narch ; and mankind being ſo faſcinated with their 
old prejudices, never dreamed of forming a parti- 

cular treaty, or of propoſing relative conditions to 
one of their late equals, elevated . this e rerolu- 
tion into the maſter of Kier. n 


Tur wink did not * — os = * 
taking a mortal to repreſent the Divinity, without 
ſubmitting him to the public reaſon, that is, to the 
general ſenſe, and to the common laws of ſociety, 
it was giving themfetves a tyrant. And they did 
not reflect, that although ſuch a mortal was look- 
ed upon as the emblem of the deity, that was no 
reaſon why the ſupreme Being ſhould be n. 
ed with its frail repreſentative. . | 


80 Long abſurd miſtakes, ever cauſed by ſuper- 
ſtition, and a being forgetful of reaſon, have, as 
may be already dre, been the ſource of a 
thouſand evils, b | 


| Ih the 8 eee Fry nations were 
are ens n OP becauſe they. treated the 
81 | © A -- | | y 
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deity as a man; we ſhall ſoon ſee them dwindle 
into ſlavery in this new eee nn _ : 
5 — as Oe Sided: :, 4 


rn ee thus reſolved'n to o beh6ld __ 


monarch repreſented amongſt them by a mortal, 


the greateſt part was guided by no other precau- 
tion, but to make choice of the talleſt: and the 
handſomeſt man. Saul was taller by the head 
than all Ifrael * aſſembled at Maſpha. The Scy- 


thians and Indians, antient authors ſay , made 
choice for their king, of that man whoſe figure 


| was the talleſt and the moſt elegant. Thus have 
moſt nations of the world continued to act for a 
long time. They had a greater regard for the 


qualities of the body, than of the mind, becauſe 
all that was wanted in thoſe firſt elections, was to 


behold the Divinity under an appearance correſ- 
pondent with the idea which they had formed 
thereof; and, as for the conducting of govern- 


ment, the peoples reliance was much leſs on the 


repreſentative, than upon the inviſible monarch. 


Kings, thoſe haughty images of the Divinity, 


— —_— 
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were, accordl g to their true origin, nothing mort 
in the eyes and ſenſe of the people, than what 
had been, before them, the ſtones, idols, oxen, 
coffers, eſteemed to have been, in a like manner, 
the refulenice and — of the 1 


en 33 had no ane bans unto 3 
2 king, chat they neglected cheit myſterious ark, 
which before, during the theocracy, had always 
been carried at the head of Iſrael, as the trium- 
often called, the god of battle. The taking of the 
ark by the Philiſtines muſt have proved a grating 
circumſtance to the Iſraelites, who before that 
diſgraceful accident, had thought it to be invin- 
© cible. So ſhameful an event muſt, no doubt, 
have greatly contributed to make them deſirous of 
having an active and living ſymbol to be at the 
head of their armies: becauſe, ever ſince they 
had one of this fort, the other was rendered uſe- 
leſs and never marched forth again. It is very 


probable, the like happened every — and all 


the nations imagined, with a like ſimplicity, that 
the monarch-deity revealed his will to his living 

ſymbols, as he had formerly revealed them to the 
mute and inanimate ſymbols of the theocracy that 


had preceded, Mankind was not altogether ſtink 
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into ſuch an abject: ſtate of imbegilityi, as tocbes. 
lieve, that; à common mortal could bei inveſted 
with the grand privilege; herefare, as means 
had been formerly imagined of conſarring ſuch c 
virtue on the ancient ſymbols, the ſame were now. 
_ practiſed in regard to the new. che ſame cere- 
monial of '-conleeration was made uſe of, and 
Kings were annointed, becauſe ſtones had been 
anointed before them. Through chis, expedieneyx 
the new and the old ſymbols: were put upon an 
equal footing, and every thing ſeemed to be in 
right order. The human ſymbol, becothe capahle 
of inſpiration, Was likewiſe 1 
of the gone, and: greatly ro Gi 
bas Hog 2054 20.18.11 4121100 
enen „ 5 the: ible) 
tells us) than he was ſeized: with: theifpirit of the 
Deity and prophecied. All the ceræmonial uf 
confecrating. king is derived from no other ſource! 
but from this abſurd and jdolatraus> one. Ih 
communication ol the ſpirit from, above with: the 
monarch; below, is even now amongſt all the nan 
dions one af the points eſſential to: a ee, 
guration, changiiig the elected ſubject into a he-w• 
man, or making him to believe that he is ns! 
longer the fans man. A n ſomewhat ana- 
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logous to this prevails even among the ſavages * 
of America, to wit, their prieſts blow up into the 
noſtrils of a new chief a myſtical ſmoke, —_— 
to them, ce: 1 of 1245 Rs 
e rr 
By ee of nen eee 3 
heaped one upon another, it is now actually more 
than proved, that into this new kind of govern- 
ment which they had adopted, mankind intro- 
duced their antient chimeras of the heavenly 
reign, which had produced the antecedent theo- 
n. Being ſeduced by the ſtrength of their 
ion, and corrupted by the prejudices trunſ- 
mitted to them from their anceſtors, mankind 
continued in an oblivion of being upon cathy and 
of having a reaſon that ought to be eſteemed as the 
conſtant guide, and the firſt couhſellor in all 
things, ſo by giving themſelves up without e- 
ſerve, to an abſurd and criminal ſuperſtition, they 
| blindly ſubjected themſelves to tyrants, as they had 
before to prieſts. They obſtinately perſevered in 
the fooliſh notion, that both the one and che other, 
the old and the mew. ſymbols, governed the world 
but by virtue e infpiratons and revelation from. 
beaver. d ant npbiled - 0 u iti lait ic enn 
Al nee ett: Tux 1 


* 


. 
2 2 


3 
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Tut Rift election of kings could not have been 


carried on in theocratic ſocieties, without exciting 
therein great commotion and tumult, as well as 
diſſenſion between the prieſts, who looked upon 
themſelves as dethroned by ſuch an attempt, the 
people's chuſir ing a new maſter, It was the buſineſs 
of the prieſthood to make the cauſe of the monarch- 
deity highly intereſted therein; and that the elec- 
tion of a king, in regard to Rim, or rather the 
prieſthood, was a rebellion and an idolatry. What 


an inexhauſtible ſource of pretexts to torment man- 
kind withal. N 


Is is hence evident, that the ſacerdotal order 
was the chief opponent to the forming of new em- 
pires; and, from the period of time alluded to 
here, even down to our days: the two ſupreme 
dignities have been always ſeen in oppolition to 
each other, ever actuated by a reciprocal antipa- 
thy. They have been ſtruggling and conteſting 
with each other for the primacy, alternately pre- 
ſcribing to each other ideal boundaries and 
limitations, upon which both have alternately 
1 according as abetted and encouraged 

y the nations as yet undetermined, ſome through 
ſuperſtition, others through the progreſs which 
OY had made amongſt them. 1 

. „ 
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Ir would, no doubt, prove very intereſting, to 
compile a hiſtory, which, it is to be hoped, will 
be one day executed, wherein the progreſs of theſe 
two rival powers may be diſplayed, accompanied 
with appoſite remarks on their mutual lofles and 
advantages, which keep a due proportion with the 
| gradual improvements of the nations where they 

happened, eſpecially in our climate; whence, by 


a ſpecial energy of the ſoil, the Aſiatic ſuperſti- 


tions, which had been wafted thither, have been 
gradually driven back, to make room for the re- 


appearance of reaſon and her peaceful ſway. 


Tux antient ſymbols of ſtone and metal, which 
an habitual reſpect ſuffered to ſubſiſt, although they 
ſhould have been deſtroyed from the moment kings 
were ſubſtituted in their place, were left under the 
direction of the prieſts, whoſe principal occupa- 


tion then became to avail themſelves of ſuch ſym- 
bols, in the beſt manner they could, and endea- 


vour to lure to them, by a religious worſhip, the 

people that were ſo powerfully attracted from them 

towards another obo, 3 

Ix the beginning of . this diverſion muſt 
have been conſiderable 3 becaule, during ten years, 
the ark of Alliance was lodged in a barn, and, as 
3 1 


%. 
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it were, forſaken by the people of Ifrael; but, at 
length, the antient veneration was reviyed; the | 
irregularities of the ſovereigns diminiſhed the peo- 
ples affection for the "throne. Mankind had re- 
courſe to altars and oracles ; they reſtored to the 

priefthood almoſt their entire primitive authority, 
The prieſts domineered over the kings themſelves. 
The ſymbols of ftone iſſued their commands to the 
animated fymbols; the conſtitution of the ſtate 
was rendered twofold and uncertain * . The re- 
| 13 85 * a 2 4 OM © formation 
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4 4 | theuſand — might be ae hs the 
Jewiſh government was always a very capricious one; 
for, when under the judges, as . well” as under | the 
kings, they often looked up to God, as their only true 
monarch. They had, moreover, a crowd of prophets 
and inſpired folks, that "puſhed forwards boldly to dic- 
tate to their kings the editts of the deity, and arrogant- 
ly to preſeribe to them the condutt they ſhould follow, 
as well in peace as in war. There is a paſſage worth 
being remarked, of d prophet, who' announced to the 
' Jews their going to be ſubjefted to Sefar," king of 
Egypt. Thus, ſaid he to them, ye will know the 
difference there is between my yoke and that of the 
kings of the earth.” Diſtantiam ſervitutis meæ, 
& ſervitutis regni terrarum. This menace, how- 
ever, was made under the reign of the kings Fuda, 
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formation, which the prieſts imagined they had ef- 
feQtuated in their antient government, contributed 
only to bring on a junction between the civil and 
the ſacred theocracy ; ; that is, to render man- 
kind moſt unhappy, by doubling their chains, and 
W fort n with fig, ie. pe! 


W; E have, in Ks cis part of this 6 
diſplayed the ſpirit of the adminiſtration of the 
prieſthood ; therefore we think it not improper, to 
2 a a ſketch of the conduct followed by * 

ted : at the head of ſociety. 


„ A MORTAL 
Ann dne . —.— 2 . 
| . W eee N 
WNT eee * * 8 
ahi of the N . the OP 7 David, Paral. 6. 
xi TRY RIEL 


Ne null. 1 . P private we political * ( of 
which we are tgnorant) i in the conduct of the Hebrew 
princes, far ating as they did, in regard to the idols. 
7 is. nat at all improbable, that their intent tun, by. 
raifmg fa mam i dali, to. divide the religion of the 
people, and: ſo to. diminiſh the. quthority. of the | priefts. 
Hence aroſe the ſchiſm, or the ſeparation of the kings 
of Ifrael, whe declined having an alliance with Feru- 
ſalem, where the temple was the ſtrong bold of the 
dale, and where the prigſis were aways. ſure 

Sud get the better of the e Ads : 
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A MORTAL, being, when become ſo great as to 
be revered as the repreſentative, of the Divinity, 
and rendered ſo powerful, as to act, will, and 

command as ſovereignly as what was typified, ſoon 
ſunk under a weight he was une qual to; and that 
was never intended for his weak ſhoulders to car- 
ry. The illuſion he was thrown into by his dig+ 
nity, blinded him from ſeeing what there was in 
it really great and really true; the rays of the ſu- 
preme Being, with which his diadem were adorn- 
ed, dazzled him to ſuch a degree, that he no longer 
could ſee the human ſpecies or himſelf, No longer 
mankind was led by the voice of , public reaſon ; it 
beheld in him not a common mortal, but a living 
idol, inſpired by heaven. The very ſendiment alone 
of his dignity, that. ſhould have dictated to him 
equity, mildneſs, and moderation, was what, 'thro” 
his erronequs conception of things, impelled him 
to all the contrary vices. A man, ſo ſituated, 


ſhould often enter into | himſelf; but every thing 


around, on the contrary, called him conſtantly a- 
broad, and detained him in perpetual avocations 
from himſelf. In fact, how could one fo elevated 
retain a proper feeling, and a due knowledge of 
| himſelf. He was decorated with all the titles due 
to the ſupreme Being. They had been conferred al- 
ſo before him upon an Adonis, an Oſiris, and up- 

N on 
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on the other emblems of the Divinity. All the | 
ceremonial due to the monarch-deity, was per- 


formed to the monarch man. He was adored equal 


to that Being, of which, in his turn, he was be- 
come the repreſentative. He was, like unto him, 
held as infallible. - All the univerſe was indebted 
to him, he owed nothing to the univerſe. His 
mandates, his will, his capricious whim, were 
fublimed into "edits from heaven. His cruelty, 
his ferocity, were reſpected as juug tuts from a- 
boye, in which ſociety was humbly to quieſce. 

In fine, this living emblem of the Divinity, ex- 
eeeded, in every point, the frightful picture given 
od * os the future e—_— We Cong.” . 
© SUCH has been the 1 of government fol- 
lowed by all the fovereigns'of Aſia, ever ſince we 
wee had 5 hiſtorical mum of them. FT 


Dos 1 1 "as 5% Oh Defpocifm 
rang ſubſiſting there ſtill, -perpetuate it. The 
people of theſe regions, ſeem always to ſay, as 
kings ;” that is, living ſymbols and gods, whom 
we may hear and ſee at the head of our army, 


Arr: 
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All the diſaſters cauſed upon this earth by ſuch 
2 government, are too well known to need our 
entering here into a long detail thereof. Every 
ſagacious reader may call them to mind, and re- 

cognize therein a long chain of events and er- 
rours, whence have been derived all the falſe prin- 


ciples, by which mankind hath always been con- 


d ucted and governed. 


In order to keep heaven in view, men plunged 
themſelves into profound abyſſes; and, by a con- 
tinued reliance on a chimerical- revelation, they 
| loſt the uſe of their reaſon. Religion and govern» 

ment degenerated into the monſters that gave birth 
to idolatry and Deſpotiſm, whoſe. affinity is ſo 
dloſely cemented, that, in reality, ho are but 
one and the ſame thing. 


Tuxsx are the bitter fruits of che ſublime ideas 
A from theocracy; ſuch are the numberleſs 
calamities which will be produced to the end of 
time by adminiftrations civil or religious, that 
may hereafter affect the reign of heaven upon 
earth ” 
Bur 


» Q 
3 


5 Although the monarchies now eſtabliſhed in Eu- 
rope be entire ſtrangers to the ſpirit of this chimera, 
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Bur that we may ſet in a clear light all thoſe 
aſtoniſhing diſcoveries, and eſtabliſn thoſe great 
truths which had not been hitherto as much as 
ſurmized, let us take a review of the empires, and 
reflect upon the ceremonial and principal uſages of 

deſpotic ſowereigns, we ſhall trace therein all the 
antient cuſtoms, and all the actuating principles 
of the antient theocracies, which will be tanta- ah 
mount to an impreſſion of the ſeal of evidence in 
behalf of theſe new annals of the human race. 


* — 8 h — 8 
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Prey We, PSY defery Pay tenets Alt fetm to 
tend towards &eſpotiſm, they only happen from this 
cauſe, that amongſt the political Jolies contained in 
each, there exiſts" one, as yet, merely theoeratica!, which = 
bath already been, now is, and will neceſſarily bere- 
er be the ſcourge or the per verter of thoſe very mo- 
narchies, if it be not compelled one — Fo change both 


its nature Ar þrivi ples. 
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„er XIII. 1 


= i The thacratic 2 . Pint in civil. 


1 HE pl Wins 2 put us in Sad | 
of the great. judge whom the people had 
choſen for their monarch, either thro' their inviſi- 

bility, or thro! the cuſtom, they were bred up in, 

never to.ſhew themſelves to their ſubjects, but on 

certain hours, days, and other regulated periods. 


Tur emperor of the Mogul-territory . thre 
himſelf twice a day at a. window that looks to- | 
wards the Faſt. This imperial appearance is 
made night and morning. The grandees take care 
to be at thoſe hours in the area before the palace, 
where they lie proſtrate as long as the prince _ 1 
mains viſible; and the people which run toge- 
ther in crowds, to ſee their monarch, . are: ſo ac- 

cuſtomed to theſe regular viſits, that, notwithſtand- 
ing their ſovereign's deſpotiſm, an inſurredion 
would be the conſequence," as we are informed 
by travellers, if he were to omit this ſolemn 


hopes 3 
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See the General Een of Voyages, in 12mo, 
vol. ; 
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AxD the like cuſtom was obſerved in Japan *, 


in the time when · the ſovereign pontif of * | 
; country enjoyed as yet the entire poſſeſſion of the 
theocratic power, from which the temporal autho- 
rity hath been fince divorced. This great pontif 
is called Dairi; ſays he is the fon of heayen, and 
pretends to be deſcended in a direct line from the 
race of gods, who had formerly reigned in Japan, 
as had been reported of every other nation. At 
the time when the Dairi were ſolely veſted with 
the double aut thority, he i is faid to have been un- 
der a like obligation to that above-mentioned, of 
ſnewing himſelf every morning, and of appearing | 
ſeated on his throne before the aſſembled people. 
Every perſon obſerved him with attention, ſtrictly 
watching each geſture, and his minuteſt move- 
ments; whence prognoſtications were formed, whe- 
ther the day ſhould be, lucky, or the reverſe. Ac- 
cording to the ſeaſon of the year, and the circum- 
ſtance of the time, his ſeveral movements, were 
deemed as ſo many foretellers, either of a plenti- 
ful, or a barren year, of peace, or of war. The 
ſnarp- ſighted of thoſe days would pretend to de- Hh. 
iy therein plagues, conflagrations, and earth. 
quakes ; F 


—— 


PP 
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| quakes ; as if this pontif had been another Jupi- 
ter, from'the moving of 'whoſe brows A conyul- 
fion of the univerſe was to be feared. | 


- TRAVELLERS ſaw nothing but objects of at. 


cule | in all thoſe cuſtoms : but for my part, I therein 


recognize the antient nations under the ſubjection 
of theocracy, aſſembling before the emblem of the 
monarch-deity, to offer up their homage night and 
morning. I alſo therein recognize the Egyptians, 
the Greeks, and the Romans, who hailed, the 
deities at the return of each Aurora. I therein 
| finally recognize the Magi, and all the antient 
| worſhippers of fire, whoſe practice it was to ſa- 
lute: the riſing ſun, and conſult him upon the 
fortune of the day, and all future events. 


TRE anxiety with which the antient nations 
were wont to go and conſult the riſing ſun, as 
one of the prophets reproaches it to the Iſraelites, 
among whom alſo ſaid cuſtom prevailed, was a con- 
ſequence of the dogms of the end of the 'world, 
and of the arrival of the great judge, which 
truck many with a fear leſt the ſun which had ſet 
the evening before ſhould not riſe the next morn- 
ing; and made others eager to ſee the mar- 
vellous day of the great judge blaze. forth with 


the REN fun. 
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0 inhabitants of certain iſlands * 3 up to 
this day the ancient cuſtom of adoration at the dawn 
of day, and at the ſetting of the ſun. If during their 
oriſons this luminous body is overcaſt with clouds 

and fogs, it is to them a ſign of his being irritated. 

They return to their houſes in ſadneſs, there to 

appeaſe their idols ; they then revive the remem- 

brance of that period ; when the ſun having had 

(as is reported among them) a violent quarrel 

with the moon ; infinite diſturbances and dread- 
ful commotions were cauſed in the heavens, =_ 
| the earth, and in the ſea: which is a new proof 
that the worſhip of the fun in thoſe iſlands, and 
in other parts of the world, is one of the antient 
abuſes ſprung from the uſages eſtabliſhed to com- 
memorate the revolutions of nature. 


| 2 AMONG "5 Hebrews, "a ſo often gave them. 
ſelves up to idolatry, every week was a period, of ; 
which both the beginning and the end was to 
de obſerved by ceremonies pretty near reſembling 
to, and not a little analogous with thoſe pratiſed 
in all the other nations. The fire was extin- 
wan n te and reluined on each 
| OE = 00 2 een 
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ſeventh day. It was extinguiſh od and relumed at 


Rome, in the month of March; that is, at the 5 


renovation of the civil years; and the like was 
obferved among the Mexicans at eee 
of the weeks of years. | 


* vr the worſhippers of the 4 likewiſe ER 
tiſed theſe periodical extinctions of the ſacred fire 


; which were no more than a cuſtom relative to the 


expectation of the end of the world, and of the 
extinction of the ſun, at the end of the periods. 
Theſe different uſages are ſufficient evidences that 
amongſt the adorers of fire, this element had been 
primitively but the ſymbal of the life of the 
world. 


O every ſeventh day it was a cuſtom among 
the Hebrews to open * the eaſtern gate of che 
temple, and to ſing on that day, Attallite portas, & 
introibit rex gloriæ , which proves, that they alſa 
expected the great judge at each ſeptenary rota- 
tion of days to come from the fide of the eaſt, and 
that theſe words, which are now applied by papiſts, 
to the Meſſiah, not without ſome degree of im- 
propriety, as well as the opening of the tem- 
— — — —— — — 


* Exzehicl, xlvi, 14. t Pſalm xxiii. 
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ple, were relative only to the univerſal chimera 
that had been 3 by . oP nation. 


; a Avihe edel ae en their acity = 
came down on that day to reſide in his ſanctuary, 
in a more eſpecial manner than uſual on the others, 
their prince then attended, to pay his adoration to 
him on the threſhold of the eaſtern gate, and the 
people, in crowds, kept without ; all entrance to 
the temple being forbid. The ſame ceremony was 
alſo obſerved at the return of every full moon *. 
It is now unneceſſary to point out the affinity be- 
tween this ceremony, and that practiſed in the | 


_— s country, and i in Japan. 


| Tur 4 of Ethiopia make their public ap- 

pearances leſs frequently. They go out of their pa- 
lace but four times in the year, and the exhibition 
of them to the public is behind a veil. Thus they 
appear on all great days, and thus they . 
ne edicts + or deliver oracles. . 


Tus Eckbipinns; Like: to -all the ache} nations 


of the world,” had not always made choice of a2 
4 man 


9 Exetiel, xlvi. ell bob YR 3 
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man to repreſent the ſupreme - Being. Plutarch 
informs us of a people in thoſe regions that con». 

ferred the royal dignity on a dog, adored him as a 
deity, and appointed men to act as his officers and 
miniſters. Strabo tells us, there was a time when 
the only kings in that part of the world, were the 
prieſts ;. which tradition will help more to prove 
their antiquity, than the wiſdom of ſuch nations, 
but indeed giveth us a ſatisfactory ſketch. of the 
various progreſs of the theocratic ſway. The 
ſame author unfoldeth alſo to us what were the 
conſequences; when he relates in another part of 
his work, that in his time Ethiopia was governed 
by kings, whom their ſubjects adored as gods; 
that they never appeared in n in _— to en 
8 the man veneratio n. 


£ » * F'$ 
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bn tr the antient Hiſtorians have tranſmitted to 
us ſimilar accounts reſpectively of the kings of Al. 
fyria, of Babylon, of Perſia, of Media. Death 
was the conſequence of appearing defore any of 
thoſe princes. The beautiful Heſter had like to 
pay dear for preſenting herſelf before Ahaſuerus of 
her own accord : becauſe the king, no more than 
the deity, could be ſeen without incurring. the pain 
of death. Therefore it was, that at certain times 


my thoſe antient deſpots went forth from their 
| I inac- 
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_ inacceſſible. palaces, to be feon- by the n 
whole duty it was to lie nee 1 
2 yi 


þ £ 


Tu Hus, eee times a year, che, e hs 
3 of Florida, and worſhippers of the 
un, go in pilgrimage to mount Olagmi, to pay 
adoration to him, at his arrival to each of the four 
ſraſons. This worſhip amongſt them was found- 
ed on the remembrance of the diſafers + that had 
happened to the world. Their report is, that the 
all che mauntains except mount Olagmi, which 
the ſun ſpated on account of his temple ſituated 
thereupon; and, that they, in memorial of ſaid 
grand event, as well as to remind them of their 
anceſtors, who. had taken refuge there, reſorted 
ſour times a year to that place, to give public teſa 
timony of their never ending acknowledgement to 
N ſun. 1. is e on that day, to give 
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Afyrian monarchs,” 
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| their liberty to ſix birds ej an allegorical uſage, 
| ng the aritient | deliverance; The feſtival 
ceffion of bouglis, with 
en d dee And in a kindred 
g — — once à year, in the 
temple of the goddeſs of Syria, a man aſcended 
to the top of an high tower, heren be rethlined 
ſeven days, without eating, drinking, or fleepitig, 
as a commemorative act for the ſafety found on 
the high places, and of mankind's m 
dien ale the e | 


1 appearances in public by ü the — 
_ theſe viſitations, and pilgrimages regulated each 
origin, and have been uſages practiſed in almoſt 
every age. In Europe, the popiſh couſttries are 
very obſervant of their quatre temps, accompat 
with faſtings and proceſſions; yet, the ignorance 
4s general, that they are derived from the Bac- 
chanalia of the four ſeaſons; by which in remote 
| Loon; feſtivals ot TW 
Hine b 
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en the French monarchs enter into the church 

, Notre Dame, in Paris, ſeveral bird ure there 

reſtored to their liberty, which had been thi- 
ther for that purpoſe in Cages. 
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 and/forrow,. which had been eſtabliſhed. as com- 
memoratiye of the end of the antient world; 

Which the end of each ſeaſon recalled to their re- 
n 55 memdraneg, The term. Baucchunalia, which 4. 
= ny cd, ia proof: debate. 
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Tux — — annyaly feſtivals. of almoſt 1 
2 — of, the; world, and the four Lents, ad- 
hered to 1 certain chriſtian ſects, have a glaring 
origin, Which all the world knows; and have alſo 

an obſcure one, which may be traced upwards to 
the es tone: of the renovated earth. 


= | tp + Tt the; — of Sag 4 ts ts Goto gn goes 
I out of his ſeraglio but once à year, and then not 
1 in the intent of ſhewing himſelf to his people, 
= but of cheix fleeing away from him; wherever 
appears, thence every perſon muſt fly with all 
3 _poſible. ſpeed, or throw: themſelves , proſtrate: on 
14 dhe earth, in order not to ſee him. This terrible 
1 prince is ſubſtituted to his ſubjects inſtead of the 
4 antient myſterious coffers, and the arks, * 
indeed reſidence of the divinity. 
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lx the Greek and Egyptian ſeſtivals of Iſis and 
Ceres, and thoſe of the Gauls in the harveſt time, 
as well as of the Hebrews, theſe coffers, portative 
ſhrines; or arks, were carried in à proceſſional 
triumph, on certain occaſions. According to 
the eſtabliſhed uſage in ſome places the people 
were to flee from them, hide themſelves, or turn 
their eyes another way; in other places, èven to 
touch Was RTE * immediate I 
nation. F Bons 
Tux ime off Siam contin as to > his 
origin, appears to be no more than the fubliizues 
of the tremendous coffer; and the ſymbolic: | 
head of the theocracy ; but this matter Vill be ſet 
before us in a fill clearer light, when we know: 
that the people are kept in ignorance" of their ſo- 
vereign's name, which is concealed as a myſtery 
from them; and if any of them ſhould chance to 
ben it, ee ee are pranllf Sadie: to utter it. 
dna 1 at laſt hielo in Siam che 1 
midable Jehovah and Vesjovis f of the Hebrews, 
and of the Romans, thoſe cruel, jealous and vin- 
diftive divinities, to WINES: thoſe nations ever 
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penetrated with fear at the very thought of them, 
offered up victims and incenſe, in order to depre= 


cate their wrathful godſhips from doing them any 


injury 3 nor would they dare to pronounce their 
divine names, they being looked on as capable of 
en nature into its primitive une wes | 


enn as well as at aun 
of the monarch-deity, that is, the ſanctuary, was 
opened but once a year, and the tremendous Je- 
hovah was rendered acceſſible but at the renova- 

| tion of the civil year. It was on that celebrated 
day, called; the day of expiation, and which the 
prieft looked upon as big with danger for himſelf. 
that day the devotees played a thouſand fooliſh 
pranks explicable only by the expectation of the 
end of the world. Then the pontif entered into 
the Holy of Holies | There all trembling with the 
fear of immediate death, in conſequence, he let 

eſcape from his quivering lips, and in a low voice, 

that no body might hear him, the tremendous 
Maca: 8 eee whom the ene 


e eee ee RE chief dien of Mi- 
nerva went into her temple but once a year. We 


2 are. informed by mat ana ſomewhat fi- 
milar 
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milar, and the ſame kind of terrour obſerved: in 
a conſecrated foreſt in the neighbourhood of Mar- 


Ir is proper to obſerve. here, that this horrid 
doctrine, whoſe purport ſeems to be the transfor- 
mation of kings into demons, and to keep. their- 
names unknown, ftill prevails in the greateſt- 

part of Aſia, For there are never to be ſeen, as 
is the cuſtom in Europe, the names of their mo- 
narchs prefixed to public ordinances or other edits. 
Theſe deſpotic words are the only made uſe of *. 
A mandate iflued from the mouth of him, whom 
the univerſe ought to obey.” This pride, how- 
ever abſurd and ridiculous, muſt be of very an- 
tient date, ſince its origin is derived from theo- 
cracy, and has been probably the cauſe why the 
Grecian writers were ſo unacquainted with the 


Tur oracle of Delphos, in the earlieſt time he 
Is mentioned by the Greeks, made Apollo ſpeak 
but once a year, and that on the day in which 
this monarch was born, and in the ſpring. The 
8 — | 5 the 
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tze gods deſcend upon earth in an inviſible manner, 
and reſide during a month in the palace to inſpire 
and inſtruct him. The voyage which uſed to be 
made annually by all the divinities of Aſia into 
Ethiopia, to commemorate the war of the Ty- 
phons and the — is 22 in the Oe" w- 


religion. 


5 Tus laſt month of our (the chriſtian) year is 
called the month of the advent, that is, the month of 
the arrival; and the renewal. of the ſolar courſe, 
in which we celebrate the birth of the meſliah of 
the Jews, and of the ſtar of Jacob. Ihe Bo- 
mans celebrated, in the ſame time of the year, the: 
birth of the inviſible Mytras *. The three maſles- 
ſaid by each prieſt, in popiſh countries, on Chriſt= 
mas- night, ſeem to have ſome” affinity with the 
three altars on which the Romans ſacrifice in the- 
night of the ſecular games, at thas commencement? 
of each m | | 


Tas e ee of theſe ĩmages, notwithſtand- 
ing the diverſity of | motives alledged by the people: 
of different nations and different religions, is an- 
irreſiſtible proof that all theſe manifeſtations of. 

| the 
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che gods, of kings and of oracles, in the begin- 
ning or at the end of years, had originally nothing 
elſe-i in'view but the dogms of the deſcent of the 
great judge, and of the laſt judgment at the end 
of the periods. Hence we can eaſily conceive 
chat univerſality of errour with Wen che world 
Was qverfiowes:: + o iis wad 
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1 Gautier Schouten informs us, but once in 
3 years,. at the full moon of the laſt month of 
the ſolar year, and then the natives only are per- 
mitted to look on him. By all we have hitherto 
ſeen, the kings are under an obligation of mak- 
ing ſuch public appearances. In, this country it 
is the king that obliges his ſubjects to flock to the 
capital , from all parts of the kingdom, there 
to recognize their monarch, It is amazing to ſee 
the prodigious multitudes that come together on 
that occaſion, In a like manner the Hebrews 
| crowded 
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o their yearly paſchal, which they were 
neceſſity of celebrating at Jeruſalem. The 
magnificence with which the king of Arrakan ap- 
-pears before his people, is unequalled ; the appa- 
ratus of the pomp, and of the prince's proceſhon 
exceed the power of deſcription. The travellers 
have all omitted in their narratives to enter into 
an explanation of the moſt inſtructive part, ſince | 
they have not unfolded to us the meaning of the 
general diſpoſition of the feſtival, and of all the 
/ fymbolical and allegorical objects exhibited on the 
occaſion : very probably it eſcape 
they not being properly qualified to make ſucha 
4iſcovery, and to which they could get no infight 
from the people, who are, perhaps, in the groffeſt 
ignorance as to this matter; which, indeed, is 
tte cafe in all the nations, with reſpect to their 
uſages derived from antiquity. How be it, theſe 
real feſtival days are ſpent in ſpectacles, ſports, 
dancing, and muſical concerts. "Theſe are no 
days of terrour, as in other nations, they are 
days of glee and pleaſure, as were the days during 
12— celebrated by the Romans, at the 
, ncement both of their ſolar* and their 
civil year 7. We ſhall ſee in another place what 
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d their attention, 
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are the motives why the ſame. ceremony is an ob- 
ject of terrour in one place, d of e in 
another. ier V9 20% * aue 18977 


? 


Tust Nenäck of five years were not hoon 


to the antients. It was at the expiration of that 
term the Romans practiſed their general expiations, 


and luſtrations; whence the name of Luſtre, or 


the epithet * of Luftral, was given to every fifth 


year. This was the term too when the enumera- 


tion of all the citizens was made : each perſon 


paid on that day a ſmall tax, and there remains no 
room to doubt, from a thorough view of the uſages 
of theſe feſtivals, that this tax was of a like nature 


with that paid every year by the Jews , a kind of 
redemption-fees, through virtue of which they 
believed they ranſomed their devoted heads from 
the wrath of divine juſtice, and from being a prey 
to the infernal powers at the end of all the periods; 
moſt people then W in an r drea of 
ſuch a rlienace. | 


"Tux 8 games OY 7 A5; 3 
among the Greeks, that they know not the true 
epoch thereof, were celebrated by them every fourth 


year; which period, in its origin, was probably. 
* a ſabbatic week of Seed . as hath al- a 
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ready been ſuggeſted by Noel le Comte, in his 
mythology. The Greeks had, beſides their Iſthj- 
mian games, celebrated every five years; the Py- 
thian every ſeven ; and the Nemean, at firſt every 
three, and afterwards every five years. On theſe 
public occaſions there was always a. prodigious 
concourſe. of people in the towns conſecrated for 
the folemnization of thoſe great days; for which 
the people prepared themſelves by different expia- 
tory ceremonies. All hoſtilities then ceaſed, that 
the people, united in harmony, might celebrate, 
without interruption, the grand exploits of the 
gods: the Titans cruſhed; the defeat of the ſer- 
pent Pytho, and a great number of other allegori- 
cal anecdotes all which were commemorative of 
the eventful throes ſuffered by nature, at the time 
of the deſtruction, and re- eſtabliſnment of the 
world. Whoever takes his departure from this 
point of view, needs no key to lay open to him 
all the religious antiquities of Greece, on which 
curious ſubject there have been W 445208 
I — pre npperngh = 

uy) 013-30 Wola, 5 4 FF 
e ebre ws alſo, every three years, prac- : 
| tiſed*certain uſages, that could be derived from no 
older fufce; They had an alms- giving, an extra- 
— tithe to 2 — de diſtributed-to-the Le- 


1s * 


N Is 2 vites 
0 3 21 3-4 a "a, 62 ER ” 
i % * 8 


. 


3 „ * 


(TY 
— 8. 


1e ORIGIN or. DESPOTISM. 203 
vites, to the poor, to the arphans 5/ and: in re- 


compence lor ſuch good actions, they prayed the 
Lord would bleſs the people, and W * 


** n e unto chan #*, 
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| * and the expiration of the pe- 
riods, by uſages all relative to the antient revolu- 


tions of:ithe world, leadeth us here naturally to 


order to trace them upwards to their true ſource, 
which has been concealed fo many centuries in the 
profuundoſt ubſcurity, and even from themſelves. 
This new proof of their errours muſt open our 
eyes upon a multitude of others peculiar to them- 
inven; but in all nme 
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"Tum india a * the errours of this 
tion, was their having forgot the W — 


forefathers. The moſt part of its fables and mif- 


takes ariſe from the wrong interpretation of names, 
and of particularities that were in their primitive 
tradition; and what many will, no doubt, be ſur- 
e to es is, that all the authous' of certain 


D da conſecrated 


See Deuteron, chap, vi. 


204 Tur ORIGIN or DESPOTISM. 


ecratec nung were ignorant of the He- 
tongue. But, to fotten this paradox, I'muſt | 
add, 3 theſe authors were ignorant of the He- 
brew tongue in the ſame manner that we (the mo- 
dern French) are ignorant of that of our forefa- | 
thers, che Gauls; from which, however, it is in 
part derived. The Hebrews deceived themſelves 
in the very ſame manner as we ſhould be deceived 
in words made uſe of by the Gauls with French 
ones ſor the ſame reaſon of their having ſome con- 
ſonance therewith. Another jource of the miſtakes 
of the Hebrews, in regard to their language, is to 
be aſcribed to their having been often a wandering 
people + and., tranſplanted into foreign nations, 
8 alas as appears by their hiſtory, their primi- 
tive Hebrewy was altered and corrupted by a mix- 
ture with all ſorts of idioms ; and thro' ſuch con- 
tinued deviations, they at laſt explained a Chaldaic 
word by an Hebrew one, and a Hebrew word by 
one either Perſian or Egyptian; and, in fine, 
Egyptian words were rendered by Hebrew, Per- 
ſian, or Chaldaic words. For example, the word 
Schabat, which can mean nothing elſe but Reno- 
vation, hath, in all their feſtivals and uſages, pro- 
duced a multitude of groſs miſtakes, by their in- 
terpreting it Repoſe; which erroneous ſenſe led 


them quite aſtray from, and made them overlook 
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the meaning of their traditions, 1118 the primitive 
intention of their laws, and Wn their amm all 


| aN Bene this name. 
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Bor here let us confine ourſelves hots jubi- 
lees celebrated every ſeven years, becauſe this ſo- 
lemnity was alſo called the feſtival of the Schabat 
of the earth; they imagined (when they had for- 
got the true ſignification of this title) that they 
perceived the meaning of it in the uſages annexed 
to theſe jubilees; then this expreſſion was to figs 


nify Repoſe, becauſe, in the jubilee-year, the He- 
brews let their lands lie uncultivated, did neither 


| ſew their fields, nor prune their vines; nor their 

olives ; they gathered no fruit, they got in no har- 
veſt, made no vintage, nor collected any quanti- 
ty of whatever the earth mi ght have ſpontaneouſſy 
produced. It is certain, that ſuch uſages were 
very capable of impoſing on them, as was the 


ſtate of inaction preſcribed to them every ſeventh 


day. The pretext of an excuſeable plea does not 
free them from an impeachment of errour, no more 
than their legiſlators and their ae an n have 
COIN lod * mankind ee EI 


Tur mates who have hitherto unsesteent 
to explain ſo * a law, that by- enjoining a 


__dere- 
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dereliction of cultivating their lands, muſt. prove | 
ſo very prejudicial to the community, could make 
nothing more of it than an inexplicable enigma. 
Mr. Prideaux was forced to own, that all thoſe 
"Iuhilees and ſabbatical weeks, are ſo far from illuſ- 
4 


| trating any. pallage i In ſoxipture, that they appear 
heavy yoke, and very galling to the Iſraelites, on 


| account of the, frequent puniſhments/they incur- 
red, for their almoſt conſtant neglect of ohſerving 


them, e es their —— eee 


a.. 


Tus de — in eee oy this: ee | 
as entirely relied on the promiſes of their deity, 
"who had ſaid to them, Do not fer to die of 
hunger in the ſeventh yeat, for I will ihowermy 
bleſſings upon the ſixth, that it may produce as N 
many fruits of the earth as any other three. But | 
fine promiſes,” or ſevere menaces: the Iſraelites 
arveſt home, and 
make their vintage: but, when they were after- 
wards ſtricken with great calamities, they recalled 
to mind this remarkable diſobedience, - and the 
diſtruſt of their forefathers, they failed not to at- 
tribute all their misfortunes to the neglect of cele- | 


brating the e ; as in like. manner the Ro- 
| mans 


would till their land, bring their 
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mans attributed the diſaſters fallen on their repub- 


lic to a neglect of celebrating the ſecular games. 
If we could have recourſe but to the Hebrews alone 


for an elucidation of their own uſages, vain would 


be our hope to obtain it. They know not them- 
ſelves what was the particular obje& of each feſti- 


val ; they were alſo ignorant of the general object 
of their religion and worſhip, as appears by their 


telling us, that the jubilee was a law of Moſes, 
made to grant repoſe to the world. This aſſertion 
proves their ignorance; ſince we can educe from 
their very ſcripture, that the diſtinction of the ſe- 


venth years, and the uſages thereto annexed, was 


| of a much older date than Moſes : for inſtance, 
Jacob, who hired himſelf to Laban, from ſeven to 
ſeven years, in order to marry his daughter, is a 


full demonſtration that this jubilary uſage had been . 
diffuſed throughout the eaſtern regions above two 


hundred and ſixty years before their Rn and 
| the laws | in the Leviticus. | 


10 make up for whatever the Hebrews may be 


in default upon this article, although they have 


been ridiculouſly cried up by ſome as the firſt doc- 


tors of the world, the Americans, who are ſo 
much deſpiſed, will give us a rational account of. 


the Inflitution of the jubilee, and particulaily of 
| the 
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the oral dereliction that was to be made of * 
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Tposr who. 5 — travelled. in, or written the 
hiſtory of America, are unanimous in their infor- 
mation, that the Mexicans "RF Ins the end of the 


world at the end of every age. Their age conſiſted 


of fifty years, that is, it formed the great ſabbatic 


week of the weeks of years; and their year con- | 
ſiſted of eighteen months, cach month of twe enty- 


one days, at the end of which live \ were added t to 
complete the folar year. 


In conſequence of this extraordinary expecta- 
tion which the Mexicans entertained of the end of 
the world; the laſt, the expiring day of the age, 


| was a day of affliction, mourning, and repent- 
ance. They extinguiſhed the facred fire in the 
temples, and the domeſtic fire in their houſes. 
When they had broken and deſtroyed all their 9 


moveables and utenſils, as things now become uſe- 


leſs and ſuperſluous, ſome ſpent the night in pray- 


ers, others in continual alarms, a prey to deſola- 


tion, expecting that every hour ſhould be nature's 


laſt. The terrour encreaſed in proportion as the 


night advanced. But hope ſoon ſucceeded, encreaſ- 


ing in proportion as the obſcurity began to dimi- 
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niſh. They dared, by degrees, to aſcend” to the 
tops of their houſes, with an eagerneſs as yet daſh- 
ed with anxiety. All eyes were directed towards 
the Eaſt. Scrupulous obſervations were made up- 
on the leaſt perceptible) advances of the return - 


ing dawn: the general emulation their 1 0 


ſnould prove to have the beſt eyes. No ſobner 
was the return of the ſun declared; by the fitſt 
darting rays of the morn, than by an univerſal 
ſhout joy and feſtivity were proclaimed to all. The 
people ran to the temple to relume the ſacred fire, 


and with hymns and canticles to thank the Deity 


for having prorogued anew the duration of their 
empire, and having granted another age to the 
world. I purpoſely omit ehtefing intv & dethil' of 


the feſtival ſubſequent to this great renovation: 


What has been already faid is ſufficient to explain 
the uſages ptactiſed among the Hebrews in 1 
jubilees; for which end we need only conſider, at 
_ preſent, the whimſical cuſtom of the Mexicans 
breaking their utenſils, &c. on this occaſion, as 


the conſequence and abuſe of an extravagant in Fi 


ſtitution, whoſe object originally was to make a 
ſacrifice to God of all their property, and to ſhew 
him how reſignedly they detached themſelves from 


every thing here below, and with what ſubmiſſion 
| they were ready to obey whatever he ſhoul® din, 
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at, the end of the periods relative to the fate of the 
univerſe. te” Lie | | , 1 8 7 14 "7s 


Ct hi 


. , 
$1.4; 63 22 


4 Be means 5 this eflential Why. we can 
account for all the follies. of certain nations, when 
alarmed with eclipſes, ſor their making ſuch a 
beep noiſe wich their pots, cauldrons, and 

family utenſils, which they broke “ in a like 

; manner, as. J have read in ſeveral narratives by 
Waregem, becauſe the ſi u. a e on 


* 4 ©4a4 „ & 4 * , 
* wa 8 kd * 
ll 


De madern Fetus, even now retain an. "uſage, to 
wut, two days at leaſt before Eofter, which begins their 
facred year, to renew their wenſils. This uſage, how- 
| ewer,, is not univerſal among | them, no more than 
the cuſtom of breaking their moveables at the time of 
an eclipſe, was univerſal among the  antients. To a 
ſpirit of ſavi no and economy, we are, daubtleſs,- to 
attribute whatever deviations have happened from thi is 
uſage: the nations contented themſelves in making a great 
noiſe with their uthriſils,” &c. during an etlipſe; and 
the Hebrews, at Eaſter, are ſatisfied in having them 
cleanſed and puri find. Something like this cnflom is 
practiſad by us in France; we do not, indeed, break 
our moveables at the renovation of the 1 hear, 
Ju it is cuſtomary to purchaſe eie new articles of da- 
meſtic furniture, or new claths i in that ſeaſon. 9 
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| by the eclipſe; revived i in them the remembrance of 
the antient darkneſs; they imagined they ſaw it 
returning, and thinking the end of the world very 
near, they judged: 1 longer ſtand ir in 
u TT — #1 ad lou 2 7 Wu welds! 
#1 Jo dis oft oe eh of Noe rr ode 


Wurw all miele agg are conſidered in one 


point of view, it will be as ealy* a matter to lite: 


rally * all the ſabbatic cu uſt6ins of the II- 
r t 10 22338017" 209 0 n H If 2 
rw - Sade wok 1 Smt ed; ord blood? er 

Ix the firſt place, the title of c jublles; . 
ſignifies, Horn of the Ram, that is, Trumpet, 
Was always given to the great periods of the He- 
brews ; becauſe to proclaim the commencement 
thereof to the people, ſeven prieſts ſounded the 
trumpet,” on the tenth of the month Tirci, to 

proclaim the day of expiation, in which their ſouls 


were to be afflicted. After which the high-prieſt 


entered the finduary, there to pronounce the ter- 


rifying word Jehovah.” "According to the ſenſe of 
the Jews now exiſting, the trumpet is a ſign of 


| judgment, and conſequently all our apocalyptics 


never fail applying this fatal inftrument to the 
mouth of the deſtroying angels; wherefore the 
very name of the feſtival unfolds to us the terrours 
| F 1 with 
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with which the high-prieſt, as well as the People, 
Were Ah on that dreadful day. 


ee nil .che 
en f the Earth,” this is, the/Reporation of = 
the Eaith'; becauſe the idea of the end of the 
world is ever attended with the idea of its renova- 
tion, whether natural or ſupernatural, Moreover, 
the jubilary time began always with the civil year. 
But it ought not to be a matter of ſurprize, if that 
time ſhould have the ſame name which was for- 
merlygiven among the Hebrews, to the firſt month 
of the ſolar year, called in the ſawe ſenſe Schabat ; 
arys from an antient Latin word, ſignifying, * that 
dcpens, and renews the. year.” The Hebrew word 
might afford matter ſor an ample diſſ Which 
would be here too long. This remark will ſuffice 
for the preſent, that the words Jubilej e, and Sab> | 
bath +, given to the ſame time, and the ſame 
uſage, are conſtant 82 that by the renovations 
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 Trenex6rE, when the antient commemorative =o | 
laws, or rather thoſe derived from them, ſtretched 1 
the uſage, as are in point the Mexican and the 
Hebrew laws, of forbidding mankind to culti- 2 
vate their lands in the ſeventh year; they order- J 
ed them to live upon what the earth ſhould ſpon» * | 
| taneouſly produce, or upon whatever chance 
ſhould offer to them each day ; which was done ag 
a warning to them, that the end of the world was 
near, and that they muſt ſoon renounce every 
thing. And this is the time, ſaid they, in which 
the ſupreme Being is to judge you; you muſt make 
a practice of mercy that year; you muſt forgive 
the debts Four brethren owe to ye, that the great 
judge may forgive you yours. You muſt detach 
yourſelves from all poſſeſſions here below; re- 
nounce all property, and give liberty to your layez 
All bargains, all contracts, all acquiſitions, which 
you ſhall have made . unto that day, will be null, 
becauſe i it is the year of remiſſion, and the diſſolu- 


tion of all things *, n 7-2 | | 
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* This Fb has m_ very EY to the hi Kiln) i 
the world; we ſhall find in the ſequel, that this precept 
was the cauſe of that oblivion, into which are long 


once fallen all the antient periads of an hundred years, | 


D d Brito mnmoimer oy 
2 J a k 


dye * 


o to do, as he ke: from our r forefathers.” e 
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© Tr, however, it ſhould pleaſe the Lord to erant 
us another period, all that Thall Have been antece- | 
dently done is to be reputed * as forgotten, and as | 
not to ha ave happened: The ſold fave is to + | 
main free; the property acquired is to return to its 
former poſſeſſor; every man to his family: and you 
are never” to tink yourſelf empowered to diſpoſe 
of land for ever "becauſe the earth belongs tothe 
Eotd; wiis can take it from us when he ſhall pleaſe +] 


#2 4 
$ +. 
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* is with ſuch a  finplicty that the Mexicans 
would have explained to the Hebrews, thoſe an- 
cient ulages which they ſo little underſtood, and 


that our popiſh pretended | organs of the myſtic 


ſpirit know as little of. Sacred writ, of Which they 


make up a pious fillet to bind their eyes with, 


ſhould ſometimes. operate A contrary effect, and 


open i if in che midi of the various fallacies 
8 E $1 GE al ae ot 4 4 F 
| | t Wy" and 
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a to be x HER as am 5 not to home 36. 
ed. Thus, through a ſpirit of re igian, 48 far. as the 
thi ng Was pr 4:66 the remem brance of all as gs 
war 2 be obli WAA 
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and truths therein contained, man was not n 


more inclined towards falſehood than truth. 


"Tub ee e "of Fans Haun 1 5 4080 
firms, in a ſingular manner, an elucidation of 
what we have quoted from the Mexicans; this 


prophet, as he announces to mankind that the end 


of the world is near, cries aloud, . Let him who 
ſells act like him who runs away; he that acquires * 
like him who loſes; he that trades, . like him that 
is out of the reach of gain; he that builds an 
houſe, like him that is not to dwell therein; he 


that ſews, like him that is not to reap the harveſt; 
he that cultivates his vine, like him who is not to 


make the vintage: in fine, let him who marries 
act as if he were never to have children: and all 
this, ſays the enthuſiaſt, is ment, becauſe * 
who {hall e ſhall work in vain“. 


Tus 1 ob all} d uſages of thai Wb 
lees, to the approximation of the end of the world, 


proves, without doubt, that the Hebrews have not 


always miſtaken. the true ſenſe of theſe uſages. 
** The end draws near (ſaith alſo Ezekiel, chaps 
7.) this end is ready to fall upon the four quarters 
of the world, the day of havock among mankind, 


and not. of the glory of the mountains: he that 
ſells 
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eee SAG Adem, that, in cons | 


heb of ſich preſages, the Jews and Chriſ- 
tians Rave nere known the true inſtitution of the 


Jubilees; but it proceeds from the reaſon I have 


juſt now given, to wit, that ſuperſtition is ever 
blind to truth. We may, however, conclude from 
this ignorance, of which the firſt features are drawn 
in the p-----h, that all the errours and follies of 


the Hebrews date from very rFnote Wege ſince 


* re . is uy antient. 


Tine hiſtory of e jubilee hath made us to di- 
greſs from our deſpots; but as theſe feſtivals were 


relative to the periodic manifeſtation of this ſame 
great judge, whom all the oriental monarchs have 
affected to repreſent; by thus joining the deſcrip- 

tion of the civil uſages with that of the religious, | 


we ſhall ſee better the continued and —— 


* ſeries of all human errours. 


$'E C- 


falls will not relenter into the poſſeſſion of what 
be ſells “ and uh? becauſe it will be the laſt of 
all the periods, as may be concluded from this ex- 
mne ans ſublime ſes of Ezekiel. 
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h E wb be all the: b 


we have ſeen in the courts of Aſiatic de- 
ate to be alſs found in practice among thoſe 


13 Aaidas who ſuffer thetiſeti/es to be ruled over by 
ſovereign pontifd. 12 The Gver-bearing pride of ec- 


- * 


x temporal Kings, over whom, in every Pace, they 
have always affected to lates; through the vain 
preſumption that their function and ch: racter raiſe 


them a great deal neater to the ſtate of the antient 


cheocratie king; arid beſides the inviſibility which 


they affect all over Aſia, they lay pretenſions alſo 
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Tut great 1 —ů is 3 in Ht of the 
= oriental regions the Univertal Prieſt, never dies, 
in the opinion of the people; and to keep them in 

| this: -credulous notion, every kind of impoſition 
andꝭ artifice is made uſe of to fill adroitly his place 


when he dies, agreeably to their letting him be but 


. rn Were un 


 Inipoſtors 
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ſtic monarchs hath” far exceeded” that of 
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impoſtots to place behind a veil a block of marble, 


it would prove equally a true theocratic king, Its 


duration would be longer than that of all the La- 
mas ever known in this world. It would render 
them as much ſervice, do them leſs harm, and 
would ſpare them the — ha mms 


of hes . 19 - oF 118 E "$979 6 | "4 33 7 TFT * | 


hb anal. to i: } Ki 62 vr | 
_ TunonTaALATY 3 is likewiſe « one 2 the privileges E 


of the great Kutuktu, or Katouka of the Cal- 
mucks , This title, which is equally, difficult 


for him to  fulkil as all the other attributes of the 


ſupreme Being, eternizeth j in this country the 1 im- 


poſture of the priefts, _who, to, perpetuate their 


weak divinity, or rather their idol, perſuade the 


people that the great pontif grows old with the 
| moon, and i is renovated with her. It is alſo by 


this means that the antient and modern Adoniſes | 


# + 3 3% 


born every Yate; in * —— their birth and re- 
ſurrection by the courſe of the ſun, as the renova- 
tions of the grand Katou i 85 are Le tby 1 2 
courſe of the moon. wok " een 4 —_ "Y 


Tas facerdotal fiprenacy 3 at 0 
rate wed a: ne ty ere OY 1 1 


8 
— — — — — 


» | vol. vi. 4 abs of Bibi. 55 72 


% 


Tus ORIGIN or DESPOTISM. 270 


There, probably, the people are not at all igno- 
rant of his being but meer man, and that conſe- 
quently he muſt undergo the final law that is com- 
mon to all. They do not allow immortality to 
their pontif, but only to the ſacerdotal ſupremacy, 
which ought never to grow old, or be ſubject to in- 
firmity or caducity. Wherefore, on account of the 
intimate connection ſubſiſting between the perſon of 
the high prieſt and his function the ſacerdotal ſu- 
premacy ; it is held neceſſary, in that country, to 
prevent the Chitomé from growing old, left the 
| fate ſhould ſuffer through the old age of the per- 
ſon. For, in the ſenſe of his ſubjects, it would 
be the greateſt of misfortunes, and the world muſt 
periſh if their high prieſt were to become decrepit, 
and yield to a natural death. By ſo fatal a cataſtro- 
phe the ſacerdotal ſupremacy would be debaſed, 
diſhonoured, and annihilated. But, to prevent 
ſo great a diſaſter, when the Chitome falls ſick 
they knock him in the head; when he grows too 
old they ſtrangle him: and a pontif full of vigour, 
who is no doubt always kept in readineſs, is im- 
mediately ſubſtituted ſucceſſor to him. They do 
not allow time enough for him to fall fick and diſ- 
grace the ſacerdotal ſupremacy, which they mean 
to keep eternal by this barbarous W — 
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I canvor take upon me to ſay, w 


is a conclaye ſummoned in this country wo the 


election of their chief pontifs, or whether there 


are as many candidates, or as much intrigue made 
uſe of, as when a conclave is aſſembled at Rome. 


Travellers have left us in the dark as to this point. 
Be that as it may, we know for certain the Chi- 
tome of Abyſſinia to be an Egyptian Apis. Even 
ſo the conſecrated ox, the ancient theocratic king 
of Memphis, could not die naturally without bring- 
ing great calamities upon Egypt; becauſe ſuch a 


| ES hol no doubt. neo. an iodide dif 
| honour on the eternity of the monarch-deity, 


whoſe repreſentative he was. His inſpectors did 
not knock him in the head in ſo cruel a manner 
as the Chitome we have juſt mentioned; no, 
when they perceived he was drawing towards his 

end, they reſpectfully drewned him in the Nile ; 3 
the ſolemnity was performed with great devotion, 
after which they n 4 a fuccefor to fill his 
Ms, LY 25 ä 


| Taz Mexicans * had - alſo a kind of Apis, or 
living Adonis, whole fate was as cruel; a man to 
dee ee, Ry I RPA 


- R " — « ; 4 W 
Z x | ? | 4 . ; 5 
$27 s # 1 & Cf ob * 
— — —— —äR—Ü— 5 4 
* oy 2 — * 4 
: * 


725 | # Relig. Gerems vol. vi. = 


— — 


Tan ORIGIN: or -DESP!O ISM. 22% 


be replaced every year. Adoration: was paid ©o'himh 
throughout the year; he wanted for nothing, all 

honour was rendered to him, and every kind of 
good living ſerved up to him: bat the year comer 
about they cut his weazon, after having given him 
nine days previous notice, by thus warning him; 

Lord, you EY 9704s dl r dry in nine 

days.“ | : 


_CrveLTy: hath always been the co nſeq of 


— Deſpotiſm: theſe” tue monſters are 


n from one common — 


5 —— Baran like AbyMia, does not al- 
low immortality to their ſovereign poritifs ; but 
the ſacerdotal ſupremacy known there (as the papa- 
ey at Rome) pretends to be immortal, divine, and 
independent of all ſocieties, and of all the powers 
upon earth. For, having loſt all remembrance of 
the primitive origin of ſuch theoeratic chimeras, 
popery founds them upon the ſecond epoch, hen 
a panic terrour of the end of the world, and hopes 


of the kingdom of heaven, revived them; and filling 
the minds of the eaſily to be impoſed on, with a 


vertiginous phrenzy, made them ſee in many 
objects, nay, in poor and wretched individuals of 
0 W the ao judge: and ſuch” they 
A deiſied 
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deified as who ſhould be the great Being to bring 
down the celeſtial reign upon earth. It is ſince 
this epoch of confuſion to mankind, that the ſa- 
derdotal ſupremacy thinks itſelf immortal, and 
pretends to prove a continued and uninterrupted 
ſucceſſion of ſpiritual princes for eighteen centuries, 
and which, ic is ſelf-complaiſant enough to think, 
will laſt until the end of time. I ſhall not here 
point out the end this immortality muſt tend to; 
but this I know, that we cannot trace it to its firſt 
principle, which is loſt to us, being removed ſ6 
far back into the ages of darkneſs and ignorance : 
for the firſt popes are equally fabulous as the firſt 
monarchs of Egypt and China; and this pretend- 
ed immortality of the .romiſh ſacerdotal ſuprema- 
cy, having likewiſe begun in obſcurity, will ne- 
ceſſarily vaniſh hereafter, from the too e 
on of ig . 0 
N £6 

en en having, in fact, but dee an antient 
anf of which herſelf was the dupe, ſhe hath 
ever ſince laboured to re-eſtabliſh the antient theo- 
cracy upon earth, and hath indeed removed the 
_ evils: and the errours, which were the annexed 
- conſequences of their falſe principles. From theſe 
antient ſources is derived the cruel dogm of the 
ſuture univerſality of their papal monarchy...It 
f RE fans — | 
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ts in quality of — and repreſentatives of 

this falſe great judge, adored now in a like man- 
ner as Adonis and Oſiris were; that mortals, 
vrhile upon this earth, have dared to lay a claim to 
 Infallibility and independence, and that the ſacer- 


dotal ſupremacy hath always aſpired to Deſpotiſm, 
d or N re by corrupting that form of 


oem — — 


averk from it. 
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KMA 
Tux vaſt ah preſent hiſtoryof the,church, are 
proofs of theſe fad truths ; of the origin of our 
evils, , and of the prejudices they are derived from. ; 
If we had leiſure to examine the religious and po- 
2 litical ceremonial of the election, and the liſe of. 
a, pope, we ſhould therein diſcover, as ſo many, 


5 new proofs of what we have advanced, all the fea-, 


cures of the antient theocratic king, and a e 
of uſages beſides that have no other origin but the, 
ridiculous and idolatrous abuſe, which had been 
made in the moſt remote antiquity, of the ſacred 


dogms. of the deſcent, of. the great judge, FAT of 


the arrival of the future world. I would defire no 
better, proof of it than the indulgences, and jubi- 
lees diſpenſed by the popes at the time of their 
acceſſion ; as if the firſt year of their pontificat 
was that of the renovation of the world, and open- 
Jen | ed 
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el to us the entrance into a future) life. This, hows = 
ever, is intended by the opening of the holy gate, 
on which occaſion is ſung, Open the gate 
juſtice, the juſt will enter therein: behold the day 
ofthe Lords which, by the eye of enlightened 
1 1 to is! looked on a8 „ eee 1 
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at 2 would fin give laws to nature, _ 


I is not enough to take a View of kings we 

" theocratie-ceremonial, whoſe drift is to raife 0 
them above mankind, which is to de treate®'by-* 
them as a vile herd of ſlaves. | Let us tak "i 
of them iſſuing” their mandates, even to nature, 
and acting, throughout, the part'of the e deity, whoſe 
eee 3 N 

Axcigwr hiſtory preſents us / with Arete m- 
ſtances aF monarchs, who, thinking themſelves 
animated with” a ſou! ſuperiour to that of other 


men, were ſo extravagant as to fancy they might 


make the elements obey them. The acts of pride 
we have hitherto animadverted upon, were but 


"66 85 ſallles of the WY of certain * but 
not 
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not a conduct either authorized "by, or received 
into the plan of antient gov rnmen s. However, 
if we gather the particular features ſcattered thro? 
antiquity,” in order to confront them with thoſe to 
be found in modern hiffory, as well as with thoſe 
which travellers relate to us, we fhall be enabled 

to 1 if our moral hifforiats Have” feen 


« %..£ © 


! Wears. we to have 3 to the 2 the 
Hebrews, we ſhould find therein many inſtances of 
the haughty power exerciſed. by the-deſpats. of Ni- 
mu of Perſia, of Babylon, and of Egypt, who 
looked upon themſelves as the ruling prineiple of 
2 things, and as maſters of all the lands, aß all 

the ſeas, of all the rivers: in fine, as the ſupteme 

deities over 7 all the deities. 2 thy univerſe, . Pat 


eu Fee, the Op of whoſe power they had 
beeng as à feather is of the wind, mould make one 
cautious of believing their reproaches, Were they 
8 lupported by the ed of GEE e 
nas .M 17884 44 Dann i odd 
1 Fete ve knows the anecdote * the — 
paſlage into Greece, by Xerxes, and the haughty 
letter which that Perſian deſpot wrote to mount 
Athos, A it to let his army” paſs, and 


c 8 . 3 menacing 
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menacing in cafe of a non- compliance to have it 
thrown into the ſea. This phrenetic monarch 
ordered the Helleſpont to be enchained for having 


Cauſed the ſhipwreck of his fleets; and when three 
hundred laſhes were given to the A. ſea, he 
made this mad apoſtrophe to it; It is thus, 
ed element, that thy maſter puniſhes thee *,” 


Tat author who has trafffimitted theſe follies 
to us, which are almoſt incredible, imputes an ac- 
_ of the ſame extravagant caſt to the great Cy- 
rus. A horſe of his, dedicated to the ſun, being 
9 paſſing a river; the irritated conqueror 
iſſued an ĩmmediate order to his troops to cut it 
wy three hundred and fixty different channels, in 

order, by dividng, to EE. the courſe of its 
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| . AN antient king. of. Egypt, 4 faid he 5 
ſucceliox . of. Seloſtris, to puniſh, the ,overfiowing 

Nile for che frighif ul. devaſtations. thereby, cauſed, 

l hot an ro into iv ids gniiled; Jo eunmus” 


ee Kingdom er Sun ce g the mönarche 
commanded the — che — you an genii, and 
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the ar mon, forbidding/to "ſpoil the Fruits of the 


earth; and, like the above hinted king of Egypt, 


ordered the overflowing rivers to return into their 
beds, and ceaſe doing miſ chief. 


TEN ? 
* 2 * 


8 * 
«. «©5 * 


Tn writers who have given us deſcriptions of 


Africa *, relate ſimilar anecdotes of the monarchs 
in that quarter of the world; where, for the moſt 


part, they are deities in full power. The inhabi- 
tants of Totoka, thoſe of Agag, and ſeveral others 


bordering on Monomotapa, and even the natives 
of that extenſive empire, addreſs themſelves to 
their monarch, to be relieved by them in their 
wants. They have recourſe to him for rain, in 
times of famine and peſtilence; and, in ſine, ap- 
ply to him for a number of other ſupernatural ſuc- 


won 


> 


2 the Likes of 0 +, the king is Aden 
a with the diſpoſal of time. One of the great feſ- 


tivals in that country is, when the people go to 


: e N apr for: rain, and e weather 
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for all the ſeaſons of the year. The king takes 
bis bow, ſhoots an arrow up in the: ffs andithe 
| Mean gontentnd. |. N 


Tur Guigues are 55 in 3 belief, that the 
diſpoſal of good or bad weather is in the power of 
their prince, wherefore they have recourſe to him 
on all prefling occaſions, and he is ſure to be 
loaded with preſents when che ſky wears as a 

2 


ae e Aden 0 ROY | 
gender confidence is repoſed in the prieſts than is 
elſewhere in monarchs, ſupplication is made to 
thoſe impoſtors for rain, ſor dry, for gloomy, or 
ſerene weather. On fuch occaſions the priefts 


_ _ dreſs themſelves in © mott extravagant manner: 


all bedizened with ſymbolical attributes and figures, 
they aſcend to a high place, there to ftrike the air 
and ſhoot their arrows towards the ſky. They are 
nat then deſtitute of the cunning practiſed in 
| other places, to defer ſuch ceremonies, when 
rain is prayed for, till they ſee an appearance of 
clouds, that they may not expoſe themſelves ; by 
| which 4 
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: which fineſle, travellers inform us, they ſor the 

| moſt part, ſucceed, and the people as conſtantly: 
cry out a miracle. They have a well known. 
pretext ready to ſkreen themſelyes, ſhould it not 
rain, to wit, that the fins of the people have turn- 

«6 the clouds apather way. i 


n hath Anieita ſound to us in 2 K 
number than Aſia and Africa have, remarkable 

veſtiges of the antient theocracies; nay, ſhe 
exhibits them to us in a more preciſe point of view: 
than is done by all the other nations already men- 
tioned : becauſe, in conſequence of the examples 
which they preſent to us, we might be induced to 
think that theſe uſages had their general principle 
in the pride and vanity of the ſeveral. princes; 
whereas, America informs us, that they funda- 
mentally belonged to the conſtitution and govern- 
ment of thoſe nations. The new world figures in 
a ſecond time to our aſſiſtance in this work, to in- 
firudt the inhabitants of the old. T 


8 of the moſt remarkable Rrokes, in the hic. 
tory and the government of the Mexicans, - was, 

_ doubtleſs, the ſolemn oath made by the emperor 
on the day of his being conſecrated, or his inau- 
* He promiſed and ſwore, that during his 
reign 


. 
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reign the rain ſhould duly fall upon the erde; =. 
that neither the rivers nor the floods ſhould do 
any damage to the country by their inundations; 
that the fruits of the earth ſhould grow in abun- 
dance; that the empire ſhould not be afflicted with 
ſterility ; 2nd, that mankind ſhould not be viſited” 
either from heaven, or from the ſun, with any 
malignant inſſuences. A moſt extraordinary com- 
pect, and upon which, in all likelihood, it is that 
Juſtus Lipſaus, and travellers, have been ſo idly 
merry; but which, notwithſtanding, clears up to 
us all the uſages we find in the oriental antiquities.” 
Such an oath muſt unavoidably have been uſed in 
governments that primitively had theocracy for | 
their baſis and firſt principle: and hereby the 
antient kings of Aſia, who have been ſo reviled, 
have:ſhewed- to us by the very exceſſes which they 
committed, the vices of the adminiftration with 
which they had been inveſted- It was an immenſe; . 
weight put upon the ſhoulders of a man, when 


ſubſtitated in the place of mute and inanimato 


ſymbols. He was made the image and the organ of 
the ddvinity. In a like manner it was incumbent _ 


tee mortals from all the natural calamities: which 
_ could neither cauſe nor FJ 7 and to be thes 


to command heaven and earth; to guaran- * 
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ſource of all the benefits which it was not in his 
ey ag to beſtow. 5 2 5 


- 


. In fine, it ſprang from the unbecility of nations, 
1 — on ſuperſtition, that he was, to act as the 
god and as thoſe idols, with whom they confounded 
him. Whereas, when he was put at- the head of 
ſociety, 1 nothing, more. ſhould hays been required of 
him than to deport himſelf as a man, and never to 
| forget he was,. both by his nature, and. weakneſs, 
only the equal of thoſe who were voluntarily ſub; 
jected to bim, under the common . eee of 
the laws and religion. + ts 
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Nax k IND, by demanding t 865 Mick fro their 
bovereigns, obtained nothing; 3 and Deſpotiſm be- 
came an unliniftted authority, becauſe unfimitted 
things were demanded from the perſon invelted 
Wer cveaich? whence the impoſſibility aroſe i in which 

he found himſelf” of granting the ſupernatural ad 
vantages required of him, left him no other means 
of manifeſting his power, than that of « committing | 


the wildeſt extrabagancies, and moſt outrageous 
r | K 
acts of violenee:” MER WERE 40 'S | 
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— Tun, buten furniſbeck us FEY farther 
that Deſpotiſm was ever an nan, e 
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11 owrver averſe bur climate is in 61 
11 nature, from all ſuch monſtrous uſages, that 
diſhondur and enſlave all the other nations of the 
earth, there yet remain ſome flight traces among 
us; and hence, for example, is derived the an- 
tient privilege, even now arrogated by ſome princes 
in Europe, of being able to cure certain maladies 
by their touch. What foundation has the :ere- 
dulous ſuperſtition of thoſe - who have recourſe to 
royal quackery ? it is derived from that Wola⸗ 
trous cuſtom, which we have obſerved among all 
the other nations, of having recourſe to their 
Kings for relief, in all natural calamities, as the 


ſovereigns of nature, and the diſpenſers of good 


and evil, Which are dealt out by the hand of pro- 


Vidence. The King of Perſia boaſts alſo of this 


-myſterious gift: and ſome Roman emperors, de- 

dauched by the bad example of the oriental de- 
ſpots, affected. alſo to be poſſeſſed of the ſame Vir- 
tue. It is nothing more than an Aſtatic privilege, 
_ introduced into the nations of our continen 


" 


Taz — * 


1 antient | barbarity 5\ ag" thay! che 
knowledge of the preſe; oughtts extertninate. 


this ſhallow artifice to make thetnſtyes" belöbed, 
reſpected; and even adored”; for as thity Can 9 15 
more good than What 18 bene o cler power, it 
is kighly"reprehenfible tb afk front Heft White i 
knpoſſible thereto: and as Humanity 18 in ener 

their characteriſtie, ſuck indiferect applicatidiis' can 
product no other reſult but to affect the tenderneſs 


ve, parental heart 
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TS are W Gl Würk ue which 


are derived without the peoples Knowing that 
they are from the primitive errours; but it 


muſt be owned, that ſuch uſages are be dme, or 


are in themſelves, inconſequent; and are kept us | 
by a kind: of. preſcriptive” reſpect for ctftotti} and 


in which ſuperſtition has not any ſhare! It WN 
my deſign to enumerate them here, becauſe Y 
who are converſant with” court e Snort Ne rel 


tire to monarchs, may recognize ſeveral kater | 


| I ed An: . vert! d ui 


(= "AF 


Turns is n 3 in Europe, Wwho, 


without knowing it, does not affect to keep up the 


oriental and periodic appearances. Our firſt kings 
—— OT” in 


Our kings (in France) ſtand' no longer i ride? 3 
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in France imitated them - chiefly on the great feſti- 


val days of Eaſter and Chriſtmas, The Grands 


Couverts ? now at court, it is probable are de- 
rived; from. the ſame. ſource. The palaces of our 
kings being open and acceſſible at all times, do not 

in that reſemble the impenetrable ſeraglios of the 
Eaſt; h. wevers there is an eaſier admiſſion at cer- 
tain times than at others... "Fbe anniverſary of the 
king's. feſtival, is a paſiport;for the meaneſt of the 
people to. be let into every part of the king's reſi- 
dence. Where che king travels every gate is flung 


open before him, and the grandees are all attentive, | 


at that time, to raiſe their barriers in perſon, -and 
lay _ the avenues to their ene and caſtles. 
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went abroad. The uſage in the mogul's ebuntry 
and in Europe, by what we ſee here, are. infinite · 
ly more humane than thoſe in Perſia and in China. 
It i is this difference, as" well as ſome others which 
we have already hit upon, in the antient theocra- 
tie ceremonial, that we are actually going to con- 
ſider, the better to e the - ne contra 


n thence ere e : 


_— _ cet * „ 
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The ſources of the Br 55 — contrarieti ies $obernabl 
in tie different. deſpotic governments. 5 
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TN Ger te know from what principles and what 
ſource are derived the varieties of cuſtom we 
have ſeen in the different courts of Aſia, it is ne- 
ceſſary to have recotirſe to the primitive diſpoſitions 
of mankind, and to conſider the different points 
* view: in which the great judge may have been 
ontemplated by the antient nations, with regard 
to his coming and his reign. They muſt have con- 
templated bim under two principal aſpects, and 
oppoſite one to the other, to wit, under one hap- 
py; and the other diſaſtrous. The happy aſpect was 
fo ealled becauſe this great event was the herald 
of the reign of peace and felieity, whereof” ſuch 
bos H h 2 beautiful 
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beautiful pictures had been made. The diſaſtrous 
aſpect was ſo called becauſe the great judge was at 
the ſame time the herald of. the end of the world, 
and its terrifying conſequences. The expectation 
of him was to the juſt a fountain of pleaſure and 
conſolation. z.. but for the wicked it was a perpetual 
object of fear and terrour. The former beheld in 
. the ſupreme Being a good father and a good king 
the latter ſaw in him an 1 inexorable — and mer- 95 
cClleſs — 7 N 


F 


Tus Fine "Gn mail 3 theſe two 
aſpects, ſo were his ſymbols and images, becauſe 
they wete to repreſent him in every thing, and ta 
inſtruct mankind concerning all the 0 HOP ic 
was their intereſt to Foam bi ls victoowudt Af 


, Rua * kind. hn ſeries; of time, 

made. 2. miſuſe of the firſt mute and inanimate 
ſymbols, that ſerved to ſhew them the monarch- | 
deity, under his two aſpects, and that therefrom 
they, fabricated a, mob of deities and particular 
powers ; the pagan world was quite over-run' with 
two orders of godſhips, of which the one were 
reputed. the friends of mankind; and the others 


pere called the dæmons, and the wicked genii, 


1 Were adored unh feats: becauſe 0 body, 
np >< „ H 1 
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dared to pronounce their names. And that was the 
real origin of this obſcure family of unknown gods, 
with which the een en of almoſt —_—_ nation 
e 1 2 ; F 18 


Tur Magi and the Name; who did ene 
ſo precipitately into the abſurd polytheiſm of the 
people of the weft, ran into another errour by the 
ſpeculations which they inſtituted on the two dif- 
hmmm 7 n 


ne the theologifts cc 
bote in our days, were only capable of rendering 
ſtill more perplexed what they did not compre» 
hend; and that the good and evil which they pers 
ceived in the phyſical and moral part of the uni- 
verſe, puzzled them in a ſtrange manner: they 
forged the Divinity, conſidered under his two pri- 
mitive attributes, into two different principles, and 
| hoſtile to each other, which they imagined to be 
always at war, and producing alternately good and 
evil, order and irregularity; that ſeeming to them 
to be the baſis of this general harmony, obſerve- 
able i in the univerſe, | ſhould, nevertheleſs, have 
brought thoſe doctors back to more ſimple prin - 
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Tun dogms of religion being thus altered 
and corrupted; by the miſuſe made of the ſym- 
bols ine uſed to employ, and by the meditations 


of theologiſts, who crowded their imaginations 9 
with hideous phantoms, and chimerical powers: 


the ſame abuſe, and the ſamd errours, neceſ- 
ſarily ſlid into the civil and political governments, 


when a choice was made of man to repreſent the | 
| monarch- deity, whom they whelmed under his at- 


tributes. But the conſequence of ſuch abuſes were 
more real evils, and much more fatal. There is no | 
contemplating a mortal as tlie ſovereign maſter of 
good and evil; without arming his hand with thun- 


der, and without giving life to the/imaginary and 


inviſible objects ſpawned by ſuperftitious terrour « 
ſo, after ane. was —— to none, n 
* mY cannot be denied, that theſe living ben 
were equally laden with the attributes of equity, 
of goodneſs, and of love, Kc. and though at one 
time they were to repreſent the Divinity, under bis 
moſt terrifying aſpect; yet, at others, they were 
to ſhew him under the milder aſpect of his virtues 


and perfections. But, independent of the impoſ- 
" fibility in which they were to act up to this latter 


part, we muſt not think ſo unfavourably of the | 
* = common 
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common ſenſe of [thoſe nations, even in their er- 
rours, as to be induced to believe, that the tacit 
ſentiment they muſt always have entertained of 
the imperfection of all thoſe different ſymbols of 
the Divinity, cauſed. their being rather inclintd to 
tremble before brute or animated idols, than to 
have in them that entire confidence which. is: a 
. the harbinger of affection. ol 


— can thereftom be aſſerted, that UA as and 
Dabei had both the one and the other, fear 
and terrour, for their chief principle and firſt foun- 
dation. The conduct of princes raiſed afterwards 
to a higher degree thoſe ſentiments of dread and 
humiliation, | whoſe firſt ſeeds had been implanted! 
in the conſtitution, both of the nen the re- 
U e Fen „ baA ned E ca) 
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. a Drain: de were ade act as 
they pleaſed, like to the deity; the kings aſſum- 
ed, as the ſons of Samuel had done; the names 
of Abiach and of Joel, that is, of the Father 
God, and of the Strong-God,; and of the tre- 
mendous; they ſaw not only their throne, but 
their heads, and tlieir titles, decorated with all the 
attributes of the ſupreme Being. Their pride and 
vapity were much more taken witk thoſe that re- 
m1 1 Ong 
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preſented an inviſible power, and a will not to be 
changed. In ſhort, their paſſions and their weak- 
' eſs Warped them to find it a much more eaſy taſk = 
e counter the great judge onder bi: moſt terrible | 
aſpect. Amongſt all the motives which they might 
have made choice of, for the conducting both of 
themſelves and mankind, they preferred fear to 


' We e to dive into the cauſes e 
n inthe ated They 
derive their origin from the oppoſite attributes of 
e antient monarch-deity, whom the ſovereigg 

des were obliged to repreſent, but amongſt 
which theſe princes neither could nor would main- 
tain a juſt balance. And that is the reaſon whß 
almoſt all the deſpots that kept themſelves conceal- 
ed, made their names a ſecret, never appeared but ; 
to excite terroury, and ſpread difmay abroad. It 
was neceſſary, almoſt! every where, to fly away 

from a view of their aſpect, and to ſhut the * 
5 the Wb *ag0s were at hand. 


. deplorable abuſes: LC 
moſt remote nate * en even to th 
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Tur prieſts among the Scythians, that ancient 
people of Upper Aſia, never thewed their deity 
but under the form of a lance, or a ſword: 
and Tomething not unlike was practiſed in regard 
to the Jehovah of the Hebrews, According to their 
doctors and foretellers of futurity, he was nothing 
more than a ſevere, cruel, pitileſs, jealous, and 


Vvindictive monarch, whom they eſcutcheoned with 
a the titles oy apf us of terrour 3 ; wherefore, 


rdigion of fervicude . Tue wide of 1 and 
1 "IF ; 550 1 


ä 255 a 4 th Gil of Balk, which 15 r 
the Hebrews ſo often gives himſelf, made me, for 2 
long time, ſuſpect bim 10 be nv more than the god of 
ile Seythians, to wit, | pitileſs Mars. The trui of 
ui conjecture e anen een 
tradition. 

 Hiftieus of Miletus,. an nien biloriin , of Fs 
132 antiquities, relates, that, after the deluge, 
the priefts, who had taken refuge in the mountains, 
brought back with them to the ſenate the ſacred worſhip 
of | the god Enyalius. "New Enyalins, and Enys, are 
the Greek names of Mars and Bellona. Moreover, 
Marr occupies the third rank in the genealogy of the 
firſt ſeven patriarchs * it is obvious then, that Enyalius 
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Deſpotiſm, we find in the theocracy of the 
Hebrews, which, as the moſt antient, and the 
only that we can have a diſtinct knowledge of, in 
the hiſtory of all the nations, may lead us to con- 
jecture, that the theocracy and Deſpotiſm thence 
derived might have been really eſtabliſhed with the 
intent of. governing ſocieties by terrour ; and that 
legiſlators 1 might have. been compelled — by 
the indocility which they had obſerved i in the minds 
and hearts of mankind. The theocracy, of the 
Hebrews, that appears to bare been eſtabliſhed up- 
on thĩs principle, ſeems to be favourable to ſuch 
ſurmiſes, and even to realize them, by, a ſtriking 


example, which, in the eyes of many people, will 
be of . Wels and e wie Rf 
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ow, it will appear + the — to all judicious 
eyes, that have already deſeried the falſe and the 
narvellous with which the Hebrew annals are diſ- 
graced : wherein the theocracy of the Hebrews has 
never exiſted ſuch as di TR Een or, 
e : ik 
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is the ſame as . Mars : his name in Hebrew — 
Mortal Thing, therefore he .is the ſame as Enyalius, | 
which the Greeks have compounded from Enos and Ly- 
" bus, a Phænician expreſſion, which fignifees m ane 
word, The 1rd Gad. 
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if it has ſubſiſted in that ſtyle, it could have been deen 
. in times IP PO to the a 


We Fe therefore, avoid the miſtake of 
| imagining the Hebrew to have been the only, and 
much leſs the firſt of all the theocracies; ſhe has 
been but a late, and very unfaithful copy thereof. 
Nay, perhaps, conſidering the many fables ſhe is 
| furcharged with beſides, ſhe is nothing more than 
a collection of falſe traditions ; in regard to the 
antient, which ſuperſtition has compiled, and 
which ignorance has painted with the ſame fea- 
tures, and the like characteriſtic colours that gave 
their complexion to all the neighbouring deſpo- 
tiſms, when ſhe undertook to ſketch a deſcription 
of them. To be convinced of this, there needs 
only. to examine, with ſome attention, the plan 
and ' ſpirit of this theocracy, as well as the true 
and falſe hiſtory of all the antecedent events re- 
lated in the Bible. It will then appear that go- 
vernment was eſtabliſned among the Hebrews 

only with an intent of ſeparating them from all 

che foreign and idolatrous nations. 


* is detain that the firſt cheberitic com- 
mandment given upon mount Sinai, forbid wor- 
. ſhipping the idols of the- gods, which i is glaring 
11 proof 


a 
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proof that the ignorance and profanation of the 
name had been ſpread over the whole earth for 
many ages; and we read in the firſt books of 
Moſes a great number of names, and of. feſtivals 
that have an affinity with mythology and idola= - 


% 65 7 » * 
* ” 


Ler us now form a judgment, from theſe re- 
marks, how. much the hiſtory of the world is 
confounded in certain conſecrated writings, ſeeing 
that they make theocracy younger than idolatry, 
although the latter, as we have hitherto obſerved, 
was the fatal conſequence and daughter of the 
former. We muſt not, therefore, expect to find in 
theſe books the original ſpirit of theocracy, nor 
be aſtoniſhed that the Hebrews have erred concern- 

ing it; and that they have exhibited their mo- 
narch- deity to us as terrible as were the deſpots of 
Aſſyria, of Perſia, and of Babylon, whoſe govern- 
ments were all become theacratic tyrannies, whoſe 
inviſible prince had * perſonalized for a ng 
ſeries of time. 


Havixs now ſhewn the futility and nothing- 


| nels of the hiſtorical baſis upon which this ſuſpi- 


cCion againft the antient chances of i mankind 
8 $77 * FP 
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on me to evince how far ſuch a ſuſpicion would 
be unjuſt in itfe}f and injurious to mankind in 
general; becauſe, if the above-mentioned atro- 


Ciouſneſs and hardneſs of the human heart have 


not only formerly exiſted, but now are actually 
diſplayed in ſeveral nations, it is not therefrom. 
that we are to derive an adequate idea of the ge- 
nius of the primitive inhabitants of the earth, and 
much leſs of that poſſeſſed by the elder ſpectators 
of the diſaſters of the world, who are the only 
perſons that ought to be the objects of our ani- 
madverſions here. Theſe mortals being rendered 
by their ſufferings and their miſery religious, mo- 
derate, induſtrious and compaſhonate, they need-- 
ed not to be ruled with a ſceptre of iron; all they 
wanted was a paternal government, one friendly 
to the human race; and, no doubt, it was ſuch a 
one .they inſtitured ; becauſe, in many regions, 
deſpotiſm dares yet to aſſume the name; inaſmuch 
as the remembrance of the firſt times hath been 


| always dear to all the nations, and that the traces 


thereof, which are preſerved in the hiſtory of the 
legiſlation of thoſe firſt ages are their greateſt en- 
comium. 


„ enden was, indeed, 1 * ess 
n in that the civil inſtitutions 
| dught 


246 Tur ORIGIN or DESPOTISM. 


ought to be ſubmitted to the monarch- Ake 


But this erroneous ſpeculation is a proof how 


upright their intentions were; how pacific, 
bow ſimple, and how quiet their character! 
Tf they have changed in a ſories of time, it is 
through ſuffering the puniſhment, not of their 
wickedneſs, but of their ſuperſtition ; the incvit= 
able conſequence of their unhappy choice, which, 
by producing tyrants, produced inſenſibly an al- 
teration in the minds and the hearts of the 
people, that hardened in proportion to the hard- 
neſs of government. They grew habitually ob- 
ſtinate under the weight of the burdens which 
they were made to carry; they became callous, 
inſenſible and brutified in a manner, by the exceſ- 
five miſeries 4 endured in their an of eg 


Tuvus it was that the abuſes ſprung from theo- 
cratic ſway, and the rigour of deſpotiſm perverted 
the primitive character of mankind; almoſt changed 
c⸗eir nature, and in many places forced them to 

repel violence by tene to OY fen es 

totally cruſhed. 7 


Tus antient and modern inhabitants of the 
continent of Aſia, who have ſo often exhibited 


to us the ſpectacle of great revolutions, that hap- 
pened 
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pened in the perſons of their deſpots, are notwith- 
ſtanding, and have always been, by their charac- 
ter and climate, a mild and pacific people. Such 
hath always been the mildneſs, the good faith, 
and the exceſs of religion in that too unfortunate 
part of the world; that, after having been an 
hundred times the dupes and victims of adored 
impoſtors, who ought to have been ſtrangled, 


they never had recourſe to a government more 


permanent and more moderate, by putting the 
throne, the monarch, and the ſubjects under 


the protection of one common law, * we de- 
frog, and . them reciprocally. 


* ers a hers government — that be, 
whoſe cruelty and rigour are perpetuated through 


the mildneſs and natural ſubmiſſion of the ſub- 


jets ! How big with falſehood, to ſay no more, 
muſt that notion be, that would incline us to ſur- 


mize, that deſpotiſm could have been the reſult ß | 


a rational legiſlation, accommodated to the true 
character of man, and calculated for the well 
fare of the human ſpecies Our bearts would riſe 
up "apainſt, and Aatly contradict it. Experience 
and hiſtory would give it 2 lie. 


? 
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Ir there dea county in the world where deſ- 


potiſm ſeems to wear a milder and more winning 


aſpect, ſo fur as to weaken, in ſome fort, and efface 


de the place. There this form of government has 


throve ſo ſucceſsfully, that it is difficult to imagine, 
if any other (as it has done) could have kept up the 
immortality of the empire; which is eſteemed the 


moſt prudent, as it is the moſt eg! all em- 


an excep- 


pires now ſubſiſting. So extraro 


tion merits a particular enquiry concerning China, 


and that we thither purſue the common enemy of 
mankind, in order to attack him, if poſlible, upon 


_ his firſt throne, —_ in the very centre of his 


glory. 
8 * C TION NIX. 
05 the 22 72 of China, 


] F the 6 of China had been dictated by dec 
potiſm, they would have proved its greateſt 
panegyric ; but in this empire, as well as every 
where elſe, they were prior to it : the ſovereigns 
there have been the production of ſociety and the 
laws. The ſame chain of events, which we have 


_ hitherto followed in all the nations, produced 


like- 


ne of er 
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likewiſe, in this country the mixture of good and 
evil Which muſt have been the neceſſary conſe- 
quenees of the firſt W LG and the oy 88 


zn 7 1 T1 W 


en * lo which the Chinele are diſtin- 
guiſhed from all other nations, and that hath ſome< 
times proved a counterpoiſe to thoſe evils, which 
the original prejudices. excired in the empire'; 
the unlimitted reſpect which they have at all nk 
had for the primitive inſtitutions of their anceſtors; 


and the conſummate veneration which they have 


preſerved for the antient civil and political laws, 


that had been formed after no other model, but 
the œconomical, domeſtic, and moral laws, ob- 


e 175 the firſt N of ihe renovated world. 
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We are not, e Wh aßen the Chineſe 


(on account of this extraordinary privilege) as a 
particular ſpecies of men: no; for. if they have 


been more wiſe, and more happy, than ſo many 


other nations, that had alſo been originally poſ- 


ſeſſed of thoſe ineſtimable laws, but who lad loſt 
them for ſuch a long ſeries of time: they were 
indebted for ſo extraordinary an advantage! to the 
ſituation of their empire; for, being ſequeſtered 


Ws manner to the end of the world, they were 


K K deem 
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tncampaſſed-on'one fide by an-immenſe ca, on the 


other by mountains inacceſſible, and unknown to 
the reſt of mankind; nay, with which themſelves 
were not acquainted, Therefore, for a long ſuc- 
ceſſion of years, no event through inroads from 


abroad could haye cauſed any alteration in the pri- 


mitive conomy of chis empire: wherefore the 
laws, had the. time neceſſary for producing. all the 
good they are capable of. The long expericnc 
of. thei utility, and their excellence, having * 
awed on the hearts of the people, is the only 
e whereby the primitive ſpirit of mankind is 
preſerved, and continues, even now, the national 
{prix of. this, wopderful as u Regt bat nge 
ent ln O1mMmoD ASHnoONdIE 
Wrtnour this lay ae! the conſt 
| tution of China muſt, in all likelihood, have un- 
_ dergone the ſame fate Which the reſt of the: world 
hos. becauſe, like them, ſhe had interwoven with 
her conſtitution the inherent vice, which was com- 
mon to all, and the fatal ſeed of that Deſpotiſm, 
and of im 8 by * were ne- 
eee ba nations have often. occaſioned 
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Tus fables and the- idolatrous worſhip of the 
Chineſe; are certain monuments of the reign of 
chimeras and of theocratie prejudices. Tie cere- 


monial of the emperors, as well as the peoples 


conduct, and manner of thinking relative thereto; 
are ſtriking proofs that mortal man hath been raiſ- 
ed in China, to the antient throne of the monarch- 
deity, in the very fame manner which we have 
traced out in all the other nations, and that there, 
as every where elſe, the ſovereigns were enthron- 
ed for the ſole intent of repreſenting the ſupreme 
Maſter of heaven, and of holding in their hands 
the balance of good and evil, which the — a- 
Wee mn to gon ty be and * 

es far ir rom: bang ered eo an aloft 3 im- 
plett blindneſs, by the accounts which we read of 
this famous people, we on the contrary ought to 
de made ſenſible, through all thoſe uſapes, that in 
China the good and bad impreſſions of 3 
tive conſtitution are 3 rn 157 L11717 


73 
— 
— 
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Tur emperor of Cina is aaa} Son of che 
guns None ſpeak to him but on their knees; 
there have been times when he never ſhewed bim- 
ſelf; in others, he only appeared at a window at 


certain times; * when he went out of his pa- 
hit + . "Jace 
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lace all the gates were ſnut. He is decorated like 
the Oſiris of Egypt, with all the titles and attri- 
butes of the Divinity. He is the ſovereign of the 
religion, and of the polity. He has, at all times, 
enjoyed a power, and an authority, unreſtrained 
by any human law, although excellent wu er 
e e eee 95 


Tuus ve find, in this. n * — 
mixture of wiſdom and folly. If we were in- 
_ elined to run over its annals, we ſhould therein 
read of kings, whoſe utmoſt glory was to be 
called the Fathers and Paſtors of their people, 
whom they looked upon as their children. We 
| ſhould alſo ſee the people rendered thus happy, 
call thoſe good kings by the name of father. 


become the ſhame and ſeourge of humanity, ſtrike 
horrour and deſpair through all ranks, and force 
the people, departing from the natural mildneſs of 
their genius, to betake themſelves to the atrocious 
reſolution of exterminating the family of a ty- 
rant, or of calling in other barbarians to their ſuc- 
cour, that —_ might 1 wer 40 ehen! * + 
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Ix ſuch cruel viciditudes, which have fo; often: 
vine this empire change maſters, the vices of its 
_ conſtitution were in a continual ſtruggle with its 
virtues: the energyfof the natural laws was ever 
prevalent, and took the lead in the beginning of 
even the new conquerors chearfully, ſubmitted to, 
and admired them. But, in proceſs of time, the 
hidden vice began to ſhewy itſelf, gathering ſtrength 
dome nk Af 14 he IO 


SSA IC lie 

WIS oa not ha expect to find, "ep at any 5 
time but at the beginning of each of the dynaſties, 
or when heaven had made. a preſent to the empire 
of ſome prince pre-eminent for his perſonal vir- 
tues, the model of à perfect government :; but, 
that no errour may hence ariſe, be it remembered, 
that the Chineſe government was for n une | 
a a Dr 142111570 See 


33 ſeeing. pu virtuous. endes eee 
power was extreme, prefer the title of father and 
preſerver of their people, to the epithets terrible and 
tremendous, it appears, that if theſe monarchs 
were not limitted and reſtrained by laws, they, 
however, e themſelves by reaſon and mo- 
. rality: 
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rality : ſo that the government: of China, deſpotic 
by its nature, and theocratic dy its principle, that 
is, but lictle chldulated for this earth, drew nearer 
to man and to humanity, and proportioned itſelf 
thereto, as one may ſay, by the good ſenſe- and 
prudence of thoſe beſpectable monarchs. In ſuch 
neee when monarch were capuble 

of ſuſpending a too great exceſs: of power, and of 
preſeribing new / and unuſual limits to it, through 
ſuch princes Deſpotiim became monarchial in its 
exerciſe, and thereby conſtituted the EEE 
wy « tha * 


— * p a 
as 265 . LA my 
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© = in eifel, what kind of Deſpcifn is that 
which tolerates tö exiſt within 1 precincts the 
antiently eſtabliſhed bodies of magiſtrates and li- 
terati, who have often dared; and with ſucceſs, 
under good ſovereigns, to make remonſtrances to 
them; although deſpots; to vive inſtructive leſſons 
concerning government; to declare are to them, with 
as much truth as boldneſs, that the obligation they 
are under to moderate their power, and to make 
no bad uſe thereof, eftabliſheth inſtead of over- 
turning it; and that the ſalutary conſtraint which 
they ought” to impoſe on their paſſions, does not 
tender their condition upon earth worſe than*that 


* * ; 
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of the imperial Sovereign of heaven, who allows 
* no eur but that of doing youre 
it GOVERNMENT in the full oy of ſuch ſhines 
ing circumſtances, was not, as yet, abſolutely a 
monarchy z nor was it a Deſpotiſm :---What was 
it then? One of the primitive theocracies, which 
_ erronevas principles had not as yet cauſed to dege- 
rate: it was a precious image of thoſe times in 
remote antiquity, celebrated under the title of the 
Golden Age, when reaſon ſwayed, as yet being 
the firſt and only law for the guidance of man- 


Tus proves Le Comte not to be entirely wrongs 
where he tells us, that from a view of the antient 
laws of China, it would ſeem to us as if God 
himſelf had been the Legiſlator who dictated them: 
and no wonder, becauſe they had been eſtabliſhed 
in thofe theocratic times, when God was held : 
to be actually the king of the earth, and the inha- 
bitants thereof as the juſt and the elect, over whom 
he was — to * 5 | 
"Tu amazing 3 collected from the 
hiſtory of China, do not lead us back to Deſpo- 
8 us inſtead thereof, to the elevated and 
ES | ſublime | 
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vernment of heaven, in order to he happy upon 
earth. By zecalling it to our memory, they at the 


intention was to model themſelves 


fame time give us a knowledge of all the danger; 
__ and all the illuſion, with which it teemed. For it 
was in confequerice of this fatal ſuppoſition, that 


* Emperor both of heaven and earth. 


ds the cry of nations, and the experience of all 


times, which jointly riſe v 
ſyſtem, and againſt all arbitrary - adminiſtrations, 


— for hinhppiti bir tinginied) 


that all thoſe convulfions which have ſo often 


ſhook their empire, were derived from no other 
ſource but the ſupernatural tendency in the ſpecu- 


Jatiofis of their forefathers; and it was the prime | 


cauſe of chere having been in China as well as in 
_ youn ſuch monſters in a human form a8 
dae 2 a Sar» 


* 4 


gave themfcives up, without any 

reſerve, to the capricious ſway of an individual, 
from a miſtaken belief, that in ſo doing they gave 
themſelves up to the all- wiſe providence of the: _ 


«Dil = 
Tuts detached anecdotes, which we admire 
in the Chrneſe hiſtory, cannot be à counterbalance 


up againſt the theocratic 


which are thence derived. I hear this univerſal 
ery of nature inform the Chineſe (ho have not 
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Sardanapalus, a Nero, &c. who, under the name 
of the deity, and the protection of theocratic pre- 
judices, ſported with the ſufferings of mankind. 
It alfo informs them, that thoſe very revolutions 
which had been occaſioned by the antient chime- 
ras, "deſtroyed in their country, as they have done 
in all others, the true monuments of the hiſtory 
of the world, to ſubſtitute in their room collec» 


tions of lies and. fabulous annals. . 13 


Tuts "Univerſal cry. of nature, informs them 


likewiſe, that i it was their antient ſuppoſitions, and 


'*" Antiquity makes mention of ſeveral princes who 
had been aftuated with the foaliſh and cruel ambition of 
defroying the monuments of all the reigns, and of all the 
times which had ; receded them, in order to paſs, in the 
opinion of pefterity, for the firſt of mankind, and for 
the ſeurce and origin of all ſaacties. Thoſe pefiilential 
monſters have even envied the revolutions of nature, 
their afflictivs power, and very probably endeaveurad 
46 counterfeit them. The ideas and prejudices with 
which the antients were imbued, in regard 10 aftrons- 

mical and aſtrological periads of the duration of the 
world, muſt have contributed to the folly of thoſe princes. 
It was imagined, that in a period which was ſucceſſrue 


to another, the vor la was no longer the ſame : and at 
religion 
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made them ſtray into idolatry, the fiſter and inſe- 
it is the ſalſe principles of theocracy, as well in 
polity as in religion, that have cauſed all the dif- 
| on rd u n eee there ſince the reno- 
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religion then adnimniſbed them, that they ought to renew == 
themſelves, as ſhe yet admoniſheth us, it was believed 


that every thing ought to be renewed and changed, even 
to their memory; for then, as at the jubilee of the He- 
brews, all the paſt was dermed forgotten, and as not 

-to-have- happened. T he antient manner of reckoning 
the years.was left a, and a new one ſub/lituted, which 
made them 15 neglect the anteriour ages, and prior e- 
pochs ; ; and that, no doubt, has been the original cauſe 
of the different chronological epochs and eras, that haue 


perplexed % much the hiſtary of the world, and. of 


which, perhaps, there is retained but the ſmalle ft part 
an our hiſtories. But, independently of theſe preju- 
Hices, and their natural :ffets, it has, moreover, been 
the folly of conquerors to renew theſe epochs, The joſe 
 tor-kings endeavoured to eraſe, in Egypt, the remem- 
brance of paſt ages. The Babylonians and the Cl ineſc 
have had princes guilty of the like extravagance ; and 
who, fer the ſame intent, ſentenced a conſicerable' guan- 
tity Y. books to 2 burnt, the hiſs of. which i 15 to be for 
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An, the world, which is the 4 ene | 
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ever ee "And there i 7s ' reaſon to believe, * 10 | 
15 to the conſequence . of ſuch frenzies we are indebted 

| for the jewiſh annals. This nation hell all the cthers 

in fuch contempt, that we may readily conclude their 

priefts, after their tranſmigration,” compri ifed” in the 

ben manner they could, the "wninals of the nation, in 

which they endeavoured to abſorb all antiquity, and fo 

confine to themſelves the'origin of all the nations." But 
that which already diſcovers their fooliſh "vanity, 
and cannot fail hereafter” to"! confound them, it, 

that they have compilad anetu theſe annals" with' more 
ſuperſtition than gemus : they have, in. part, made uſe 
of none other but the primitive materials, which, in- 

deed, they have miſplaced and diſfigured in point of 
truth, but not ſo far as ta render it impaſſuble 26 diſco- 
ver their primitive form and place. The annals of the 

Hebrews, of the Egyptians, of the Chineſe, &c. pre- 
ſent to my view new buildings erected by unſtilful and 
impoſing architects, who, in making uſe of the mate- 
rials of elder edifices, which they had deſtroyed, did 
not efface the primitive relieves thereof ſo far, but that 
fragments of the firſt building are di iſcouerable in the 
foundation of the ſecond. | 
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_ Havino now examined the conſtitution of Chi- 
na, and acquired a knowledge of the character 
this people, ſo paſſionately fond of their cuſtoms, 
good or bad, which had been tranſmitted to them 
from their anceſtors, we can the better extend our 
view to futurity; in order to foreſee What is like 
hereafter to befall this famous. empire, from ſuch 
an attached zeal, which deſerves the epithet of 
machinal rather than that. of rational. All the 
remains. of her antient inſtitutions, which China 
now. poſleſles, will neceſſarily. be loſt ; they. will 
diſappear in the future revolutions; as what (he 
hath already loſt of them vaniſhed in former ones: 

and finally, as ſhe acquires nothing new, ſhe will 
always be on the loſing ſide, and the alterations 
„ 09 RO FAY be ſtill to worſe, 
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7 HE many 3 * = gal wg 
1 ., Deſpotilin, ought, now to be as well known 
as the evils, which. it has produced. This-form of 
government, however, illuſtrious, its origin may 
have been, has never, from its riſe, appeared 
other but a pernicious monſter, and will always 


r 


be the ſcourge of mankind, which it renders vile, 
degrades and diſnonour s. 
Kili wel ar ae Herd matt 46 BY, 


3 upon men a 0 
potiſm as wicked. Both the one and the other 
government, by ſuppoſing principles in the ex- 
treme, and not at all adapted to this world, brought 
forth at the ſame time the ſhame and miſeries of 
mankind; then came idolatry, and invaded the 
throne which had been raiſed to the monarch- 
deity ; then unlimited ſlavery crept into the place 
of that precious liberty which the human race 
had meant to preſerve through ſupernatural means. 


By hoping to make the reign and the ſtate of 
the juſt in heaven deſcend upon earth, mankind 
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was plunged. into all the horrours and all the de- 
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* appendaged to the reign of hell. 


\ InsTEAD bo n as the repre- 


Fun of public reaſon and the 1 7 


image of the ſociety over which they preſide, man- 
kind would fain conſidet them as the repreſenta- 
tives of the Deity, who cunnot have any * 
upon earth without being difgraced thereby; be- 
cauſe all ſuch 5 {mazes deteive us, through a crowd 


of prejudices, which ng fron the kind of 102 


perſtition- | >< 34 3? k * FEES 141 ; # 6} I * 


2 * * 
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* is wen finally demonſtrated, * * Wees | 
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odd bh. hut Defpatiſins is a pagan ici it 
de doubtleſs, be ſufficient to ſay, that it is a 


theocracy; for, what kind of theocracy can 


there be in the world but what is e 8 
idolatrous? | fry l 


Ipo Arx conſiſts not only in revering a ſtatue, 


an e or a man, as the repreſentative of the 
Deity. 


EEE 
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Deity. ' In order to convey" a true notion, this 
would be the moſt adequate definition of idolatry, 
to wit; it is a wor /hip or a polity, ſuppoſing that to be 


divine which is nat divine: wherefore, it is not only 


1dolatrous, to believe that the words of a man, 


and the oracles ſaid to have been uttered by marble 


and braſs, are the words and decrees of the deity; 
it is alſo idolatrous to prefer myſtic and theocratic 
ſpeculations to reaſon and good ſenſe; it is idola- 
trous to believe, that all legiſlation is immediately 
derived from the very God, and dictated to his 
miniſters from above. It is idolatrous to acknow- 
ledge a divine and ineffaceable character in the 
theocratic miniſters. It is idolatrous to apply for 
the guidance of man's conduct here below, laws 
that are adapted only to heavenly Beings. It is 
idolatrous to ſacrifice the peace, tranquility and 


reaſon of the public to all the trumpery of ſooth- 


ſayers, fortune-tellers, magicians, oracle- retailers, 
maniſeſtations, or whatever pompous titles other 
well known impoſitions may be decorated withal. 


It is idolatrous to confound heaven with earth, 
to fain be independent of the public reaſon, to 


miſknow one's ſelf, and to pretend to be more 


than man. It is idolatrous to renounce being en- 


titled a e the world, the ſubject of one's 
natural ſorereign, in order to tyrannize over the 
* | human 


i: 
* ; . 
. 


264 Tur ORIGIN or DESPOTISM. 


human race in the name of the deity ; or to-live 
in a recluſe manner, either N or rene 


n 


* 8 os it cannot Is detlied, 8 
me parent of all errours, as well as Deſpotiſm, 
both religious and civil, which are ſprung from 
it, and every government and adminiſtration 
either derived from, or bearing any reſemblance 
to it, are all idolatrous, at abſurd in themſelves, 
as they are criminal in 3 the en * 
pernicious to all, force” b ern 1 


1 — 


How Deſpetif7 57 declined in Europe. | Republics fuc- 
der a. The fa fe frinciples of this new PR * 


Levernment. 


AvIN G made a due inveſtivation of all 
the cireumſtances attendant on the riſe, pro- 
greſs, and duration of Deſpotiſm, the curious 
may deſire to be informed by what means it was 
overthrown in ſeveral regions of the world, and 
which was the firſt people that, indignant to bear 
its galling yoke any longer, had recourſe to make 


choice of a new and milder form of government. 
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They may alſo deſire that we ſhould unfold the 
nature of the ſo choſen government; and it being 
generally known, that the ſucceſſive thereto were 
the Republican and the Monarchical, it may bg 
expected from me that I at leaſt ſhould enter into 
a detail of their founders views, and delineate the 
characteriſtic features of theſe two new legiſlations. 2 
Deſires and queſtions of this nature, being ſo in- 
timately connected with the preſent ſubject, I 
ſhall endeayour to _ e in the beſt * 


8 


Now we fhall have an # orb of be 
that amongſt the various nations, all doomed to 
the like flavery, ſome individuals began to be ac- 
tuated by a proper ſenſe of the privileges belong- 
ing to their nature, as well as by the gs Agen 
; the climate in which they lived. 5 


11 


Tpe hiftory of the world, 00 far 3 a8 0 
look upon its information to be authenticated, 
teacheth us, that Europe was the firſt to take the 


| lead; for, having been fo long harraſſed by the 
 tyrannical government of her kings in ancient 
times, ſhe oyerturned the thrones which had: been 
eſtabliſhed in Greece and Ita] Y, and, endeavour- 
ing to reſtore to mankind the honour and liberty, 
of which they had been ſo long deprived, founded 
Mm the 
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the republican government through all her pro- 
vinees, as the moſt capable of rendering mankind 
free and happy. Theſe new means were big with 


new Erours, which v we e muſt trace e to un TouN- 


* oo #2 


talti-head. 

WX have already obſerved, that after the extinc- 
tion of eccleſiaſtical theocracy, all the nations a- 
voided z many- headed form of government, from 
a religious principle, and a long imbibed preju- 


dice, that mankind ought to be governed upon 
earth by one only will, as the univerſal ſyſtem 
is by the ſupreme Being. The bad conſequences 


derived from this great principle, were its ne- 
ceſſarily producing greater evils in each ſociety, 


and ſpreading devaſtation every where. The Euro- 
| peans were the firſt diſguſted at ſuch oppreſſive mea- 


ſures ; becauſe, among mankind, they had the quick- 
eſt ſenſegthereof. We muſt not, however, for 


| that reaſon, think them frecd from all the preju- 
ices which the fertile womb of remote antiquity 


hereditarily p out on this world; and 
that they had no ſhare in the new form of govern- 


ment, which was adopted in conſequence of this 
1 political revolution: ſo far from it, the primitive 
theocratic ſpeculations were revived; and, by in- 
fluencing the new meaſures entered upon, and the 


Xs II ſuggeſted on * hands, theſe an- 


tr Bs „ tient 
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tient chimeras: became again the ſource: of all the 
vices, and all the diſorders inherent to the r epubli- 
can conſtitutions of Greece and-Italy. ; + 


Tux regal government, and its neceſſity, were 
ſo ſtrongly impreſſed upon the minds of the Euro- 
peans, and ſo cloſely interwoven. with their reli- 
gion, that even thoſe among them, who were ac- 
tuated by the greateſt hatred: and horrour of royal- 
ty, thought it prudent to preſerve its ſhadow, al- 
though they had deſtroyed its reality. Therefore 
the Athenians and the Romans made over to the 
prieſthood that title, but devoid of any power; 


hence the origin of the King of the Augurs, and 
the King of the Sacrifices ; by which fineſſe, 


they fancied they fulfilled the remaining religious 


prejudices, relative to the neceſſity of a king's 


| preſence in ſociety ; but even here we can eafily 
diſcover, that all this was dictated by the theocra- 
tic ſpirit ; becauſe, at the very fame time, the 
Athenians erected a ſtatue to Jupiter-King, inti- 
mating, that, for the future, they would have no 
other but him. | 


5 Wrar 0 34D been effected by the republi- 
cans? nothing more than the re-eſtabliſhment of 
primitive * as well as of all the other pre- 

TY M m2 judices 
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judices therecn dependant, that ever tended to en- 
force a ſimilarity of the government and condition 
of mankind. upon earth, to the government and 
condition of the inhabitants of heaven. It was 
they inſpired all the new laws then inftituted for 
ſecuring the liberty, equality, and - happineſs of 


each ſubject ; and it happened, that the very pre- 
judices, which had been big with all the diſaſters 
known in the times of ancient theocracy, became 
alſo the fertile parents of all the diſcords and per- 
petual commotions, wherewith republics are agi- | 
only illuſive points of light to go by, and falſe 
principles for the regulation of their conduct, they 


were never able to attain the ſtate of tranquility, 


for which they ſo ſtrenuouſiy endeavouted. From a 
falſe imagination, that an equality amongſt the 


members of ſociety, preventable by a thouſand 


phyſical and moral cauſes, and only practicable 
in heaven, was ellential to liberty; all the mem- 


bers of a republic being rendered equal, were be- 
come ſo many kings, ſo many legiſlators. | 


| In order to maintain ſuch vain-glorious chime- 
ras, every republic an ſtate has had recourſe to for- 

cible, violent, and ſupernatural: means; to wit, 
the diviſion of lands, n of ome the 
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community of poſſeſſions, the numbering and valu- 
ing of the legiſlative voices, a multitude of laws con- 


cerning luxury, frugality, commerce, &c. which 


kept them for ever employed, and for ever divided. 
The republics boaſted their being free, and yet 
were always in ſearch of liberty. Tranquility was 
the harbour they all ſet out for, but could never 
make it. They ſaid all their members were equal, 
thougk, in be there was no 3 —_ 
then.” 1 
> 0M _ all theſe republican governments, be- 
| cauſe they had ever in view, an enjoyment of the 
_ utmoſt advantages that can be aſcribed to theocra- 
cy, and the heavenly reign, were perpetually toſſed 
about like thoſe veſſels that fail on ſtormy ſeas in 
queſt of imaginary realms; and, having been for 
a long time beleaguered by frightful tempeſts, are 
at Taft wrecked upon rocks, or daſhed to pieces 
on the inacceſſible ſhore of ſome deſart iſland. In 
a like manner the republican ſyſtem was ever in 
til of a fabulous country; and, flying from 
Deſpotiſm, met it every where, Such was the 
bad conſtitution of thoſe governments, meaning 
to effectuate the equality and liberty of the people, 
and was derived from that very Deſpotiſm, ſo much 
- wy Suey” of their profeſſed abhorrence; and, in 
trying 


- 
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trying times, was often their laſt reſource, and 
chief ſupport. Rome, to ſave herſelf, was under 
the cogent neceſſity of forgetting her republica- 
niſm, and of, ſubmitting to a ſovereign authority 
under the Great titles: of ARR rr 


and Nenn 


21 SHALL not mention Rs) why 7 * 8 
e concerning the unity of the reign of 
the monarch-deity, which, having been transferred 
into the republican ſyſtem, excited therein a thirſt 
of conqueſt, through a ſpirit of religion, to the 
great annoyance of all other ſocieties. ; 


+, "Txxns needs no more to be thoroughly con- it. 
vinced, that a. republican government is neither 
calculated for our globe, nor adapted to the cha- 
racter of man; nor capable of conſtituting his hap- 
pineſs here below, than to reflect on its inconſtan- 
cy, perpetual diviſions, ſhort duration, and the 
narrow limits of its teritories, wherein it is al- 
ways neceſſarily confined for the preſervation of its 
conſlitution. Through the means of this | laſt 
precaution become fo indiſpenſibly eſſential to it, 
there appeared leſs unity among mankind than 
- "ever was known before. The inequality and jea- 


louſy of republics, in regard to each other, cauſed 
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the effuſion” of as much, nay, of more, human 
blood, than the moſt cruel Deſpotiſm ever ſhed. 


The great ſocieties devoured the ſmall ones; and, 
in their turn, the great ſocieties "devoured each 


other,” barns nan themlelves, | 14 AS) SHE 427 Y 


8 » j 8 * *L 7 
Hie #3 


we VE however, to intereſt ourſelves for 
republicaniſm, and plead in its behalf, thre 
the extraordinary merits it has exhibited to us, in 
ſo many ſurprizing examples of fortitude, courage, 


and other virtues, whereupon the immortality of 


its reputation is founded. But, that we may not 


be ſeduced, and impoſed upon by ſuch ſplendid j in- : 


ſtances, it will be ſufficient to make an enquiry. 
into the cauſes of her virtues, 25 we have into 


the en vo her vices. FP 


Tur ad neee Ubich we have 


traced out in republican ſyſtems, were above the 
force of human nature, and therefore muſt have 
raiſed man above himſelf. - It laſted but for a time 
becauſe mankind, then acting through an exceſs of 
fervour and zeal, were not able to continue con- 
ſtant in a tate which is not natural to their condi⸗ 
dition upon earth; and prodigies have but a tranſi- 
tory duration here below: becauſe, they are not a 


part of the common courſe of nature. It was; 
et | therefore, 


* : 
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xy, that the, republicans, ſhould 
emſelyes, for a certain time, beeauſe 
the point of view w. ereon they had, fixed their 
eyes, was ſupernatural. - It was necellary for them 


to be virtuous during a certain. time, _ becauſe their 


ambitious form of government would ridiculouſly 


ape the government of heaven, Which is the reſi- 
dence. of virtue. But, after all, they were neceſ- 
ee to nin into n tor, which end 
10 ui ach ne | 

— is hs very — — 23 which. wa 
admire i in the republics of old, and which we ſeem 

to regret, that was, in all probability, the ſource 


el the tranſitorꝝ happineſs enjoyed during the pri- 


mĩtive theocracies, which mankind. has dignified 
with the appellation of the golden age, and the 
reign of juſtice: it was this ſame ſupernatural ten- 


dency, Which, in proceſs of time, ſo far animated 


the primitive church, as to make it in our Wan * 


dal ene neuen, wy 


45 Rial be ; 


ene the ſpeculative objedts of theſe three cums : 
of government may appear different to us, yet they 
have been fundamentally the ſame z wherefore all 
three muſt neceſſarily have produced prodigies of 


you! : but the fame ſupernatural. ſpirit, which 
excited | 
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excited and fired them in their purſuit, was the 
cauſe of the ſhortneſs of the practice; and why ? | 


2 vs amen is not * to our earth, 


n Jeaderh us to an r reflection 1 . : 


to wit, that the popiſh ſuperſtition was miſtaken 
when ſhe called the heroic virtues of the an- 
tients falſe virtues, and human virtues; if they 
were falſe that proceeded from a quite contrary 
cauſe, from their being more than human: and 
what cauſeth the misfortune and deſpondency of 
many  now-a-days, is, that moſt of the virtues 
propoſed to the bulk of mankind, in all parts of 
the world, by enthuſiaſt preachers of all religions; 
and in the Chriſtian, 4 raving, n ed of 
Vaan this ſort. N 
ö that: A. hy ent 
| n is an agent ſo diſpropor- 
ſtionate to the buſineſs of this world, that in the 


e es of ee nnn 


4 * wh 4 ol * 228 9 


Twas fublime/ — which bee 
in heaven, cauſes upon earth that inequality which 


all endeavour to avoid. Rome and Athens have 


furniſhed us with proofs, that appear ſtrange and 
Spe becauſe we never make a 1 . eſ- 
N. „„.. 
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| from, the very nature of 
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timate of man. The moſt eminent perſonages, 


the raoſt virtuous citizens; in fine,” all the wor- 
thies who had conferred the greateſt obligations on 


theſe "republics, were thence baniſhed, or went 
into voluntary exile. Their merits. were offenſive 


7 to the hidden and jealous workings of human, na- 


ture: their ſuperiour virtues rendered them a kind 
of ſtate criminals, againſt the prevailing and eſta- 


bliſhed 5 of e . the erl. 
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#2 abies eee nge n : 
to republics, and the erroneous tendency of 


theſe two governments, derived from theocracy, 


would, af themſelves, ſuggeſt to us the opinion 
which-we ought to form of the third, though 

ſon alone were not to dictate it. That government 
where the monarch's throneiis> founded upon the 


laws of fociety, over which he _ is doubtleſs 


Ot MEAL he eee en ut rr 
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Auk nn of ſuch a area 8 
an, and of the planet 


which, he inhabits : it i red, to this world as a 


republic 
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republic and a theocracy” are for heaven; and as 
Deſpotiſm is for hell. Honour and reaſon, that 

gave it birth, and dire& its courſe, are the true 
actuating principles of man, in the fame manner 
as that ſublime virtue (of which republics” have 
diſplayed to us but a few tranſitory rays) is the 
conſtantly actuating principle of the inhabitants of 
heaven; as fear in deſpotic n is the _— 
e 5 of the damned. ee 

N neh nc one f bolles the true means of 
making mankind enjoy all the happineſs poſſible, all 
the liberty poſſible, and every other real advantage 
that can poſſibly be enjoyed upon this earth: for, 
like to other antient forms of government, it ne- 
ver ſought after chimerical ones, which cannot be 
CONST n a TE dat At ** times ba 6 be 
abuſed. ee e 

Tur monchicet form of government ought to 
be eſteemed as the maſter-piece of human reaſon, 
and the port whither man, toſſed about on the 
ſtormy ocean of life, in queſt of an imaginary hap- 
pineſs, ſhould have ſteered, in order to attain one 
adapted to him; not fo ſublime indeed as that he 
had in view, but more ſolid and more real in this 
en d i e e eee eee 
8 ” N n 2 1 Ix 
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Ix the monarchical form of government he ſees 
kings who neither affect any attributes of the 
divinity, nor forget that they are men. There he 
can love, honour, and reſpect them, without a- 
doring and fearing them as gods or dæmons. There 
kings ſubſcribe to the ſocial and fundamental laws 
of ſociety, by whoſe energy their thrones are im- 
moveably fixed, and their ſubjects rendered happy: 
there men obey without reluctance or murmur- 


ing, thoſe ſalutary laws to which they are indebt- 
ed for ſuch prudent ſovereigns, and for all the ho- 
nourable and rational advantages which diſtinguiſh _ 


rica. 


WHEREAS our anceſtors were under the guidance 


of ſound reaſon, and were deeply penetrated with 


a juſt ſentiment of the dignity of human nature, 
when they agreed to ſubmit themſelves to kings, 
a god and a dæmon: no; they made choice of a 


mortal like unto themſelves, whom the public rea- 
ſon ſupports by fixed and permanent laws, by which 
he himſelf is the firſt bound, becauſe he is a man, 

and the firſt among men. This moderate form of 


government, which is ſo congruous to humanity, 
does not require that its Ln ſhould act as gods: 


it 
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it does not require fromthe people a rigid virtue, 
of which few are capable; or a ſlaviſh ſubmiſſion, 
which would either diſguſt or muſt degrade them. 
It ſets a juſt value upon men, and leaves them in 
the free enjoyment of their ſentiments concerning 
their civil and their natural ſtate. It cheriſhes in 
each individual that ſentiment of the "dignity of 
his nature, called Honour. And if men be actu- 
_ ated by paſſions, becauſe they are men, and as ſuch 
ought to have them; the ſtate knows how to con- 


tain them within proper bounds, and to convert 
them to a general good. What an admirable con- 


ſtitution! how worthy of all our reſpect, and all 

our love! Every ſociety muſt therein behold, and 
be ſenſible of a ſituation by ſo much the more laſt- 
ing, and the more happy, as not eſtabliſhed either 
upon falſe principles, on chimerical means and mo- 


tives, or upon ſuperſtitious and myſtical - ideas, 


but upon reaſon, nature, and the true om 
nie of a here 8 


1 vo W intend now to enter into a detail of 
the differences from each other, obſervable in the 
preſent monarchies of Europe. They are all, more 
or leſs, founded upon true principles; one thinks 
ſhe. enjoyeth a perfect conſtitution, though ſtill 
infected with the errours of the antient monarchies. 

Another 
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Another waſtes herſelf in complaints, although, 


Els 


ing g hereafter perfect monarchies, wherein nothing 
will be wanted that is thought eflential to this 
form of government. Its principles being hu- 
mane ad natural, will point out all the laws that 


ought to be truly her's ; and from cheſe laws being 
as humane and natural as their principles, we may 5 


eaſily foreſee that time and the progreſs of reaſon 
will neceſſariſy lead thereto. The ſame cannot 
be ſaid of the two other forms of government. 


The perfection of a republic, or of a theocracy, 
is a chimera; the perfection of deſpotiſm is an 


horrour ; | and. when not ſo, is no longer deſ- 


* 
ſm. 3 


Tux preſent monarchies may as yet have ſome 
faults, but it is not my buſineſs to point them out. 
I am but a ſubject; and the happineſs which I en- 


5 joy under the laws and OY” prince, require that * 
ſhould, be nothing more. It is the progreſs of 


knowlenge influencing kings and the public 
reaſon, that is, to communicate to them the final 


8 upon whatever may be defective in 


A „ regard 


perhaps, Rn b nearer to een than ſhe 
= aware * eee 


* * are not to W of the poſſibility of ſee- 


Ld 


a 
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regard to the true intereſt of ſociety': and to this 
progreſs of knowledge which commands, in an 
_ 3nviſible manner, all beings in nature endowed 

with thought, is reſerved the future right of be- 

ing the legiſlator of mankind, and of diffuſing 

imperceptibly without any forcible effort, ne- 
light over the political, as it n ſneds over 
2 learned world, 


1 "= 
HN 


vw * * 2 — — — : IS 


OBS EAR A TY ONS 


On” ite Nin of Laws. 4 


B Should think 1 had omitted the ma twain 
- of the. obſervations I had to make, if, after 
having traced up to their ſource, and then follow 
ed the progreſs of the different governments which 
now ſubſiſts, or have, heretofore ſubſiſted in the 
world, I were not to conclude with animadvert- 
ing on, and admiring the genius of the great au- 

thor of that work; who (unacquainted with the 
particular origin, of theſe governments, about 
which. very like he never made any enquiry). has 
begun his work where. Lend mine, and netwith- 
ſtanding hath, aſſigned to each its e pria- 


en and the laws Pepe derived. 1 
WE 


22 


# 
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Wr have obſerved that theorracies and republics 
took heaven itſelf for the model of their admini- 
ſtration. It is virtue, ſays M. de Monteſquieu, 
„ ©» 4-404 to be the actuating! ng any 4 re- 


FW s i 
wy 
1 = * : * 
2 8 N z "IG . - : F . n ; $4 


We have etherved that the ſole luer of 
deſpotiſm was to repreſent the great exterminating 
| Judge in corrupted theocracy. It is fear, ſaith 
again M. de Monteſquieu, that is the gone 


en of en. þ" RD ee 


KN Ir i 0 "a this legiſlator of our 

times, that muſt be the actuating principle of 

monarchy.” We have, in fact, acknowledged, 
that it is - the only rational form of government 
fitted to this globe, which leaving man in a juſt 
ſentiment concerning his ſtate and his exiſtence, is 
to be maintained and preferved by honour, which 
is nothing more than that NEALE Walen we > all re | 
| wy we oor, art So - our nature. f 


r £ 
* 42 3 & T7 n 


# WA And al that has been advanced 
dy paſſion, ignorance, and ſuperſtition, againft 
the principles of the ſublime author of the Spirit 

of Laws, they are in themſelves as true as his ſaga- | 


city in diſcovermg them was immenſe. But ſuch is 
1 ay: h Fr 
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the privilege of ſuperiour genius, that it alone is 
capable of coming at a great whole, of which it 
ſees but a part, the total being yet unknown to 
its almoſt n. penetration. 


Would he were now alive, chat moſt extra- 
ordinary man, not only of our time, but even 
of all paſt ages, ſtill to inſtruct us, and to re- 
enter upon this work as property, of which he 
would make a more advantageous uſe, than inſe- 
riour abilities have permitted me; and now, to 
his ever to be honoured memory, this theologico- 
political Eſſay is dedicated, as a tribute of the 
moſt 1 and the moſt N gratitude. 
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